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(Questions on I Timothy 2:15) 

The verse reads: “Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in 

faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.” 

 

My correspondent asks: 

1) What content is to be given to the “salvation” mentioned in this verse? 

2) What relation does the “continuation in faith and charity and holiness” have to 

childbearing? 

3) What connection is there between the “salvation” and the “childbearing”? 

 

Answering these questions consists in explaining the Scripture verse on which they bear. 

Let us first get before us the apostle’s argument in its entirety by taking notice of the context. At 

verse 13 we are told that Adam was first made, then Eve. Prom this priority of Adam’s creation it 

follows that the woman must learn in silence with all subjection (to her own husband, vs. 11); 

that she must refrain from teaching, that is, she must guard against usurping authority over the 

man, but be in silence (vs. 11). The apostle proceeds (vs. 14): “And Adam was not deceived, but 

the woman being deceived was in the transgression.” This is meant as an added reason for the 

woman to refrain from all attempts to lord it over the man. Not Adam was deceived but the 

woman. It came about in this way. Instead of being silent and allowing her husband to deal with 

the serpent, the woman took it upon herself to reply to the treacherous speech of the tempter; and 

thereby in her self-will and pride she usurped authority over the man. And she was deceived by 

the wily speech of satan. And she ate of the forbidden tree and persuaded her husband to do 

likewise. So was she in transgression. And she brought disaster upon herself and her husband 

and all her descendants. Through their joint disobedience sin entered the world and death by sin. 

The ordinances of God cannot be resisted with impunity. God is not mocked. 

But it raises the question: is Eve on account of her transgression excluded from the 

salvation of Christ and likewise her daughters—all women? Not at all. She shall be saved in, by 

means of (dia), childbearing, if they—the women—continue in faith. 

Saved by means of childbearing. According to some, the meaning of the expression is 

that the salvation of the female sex depends on childbearing in the sense that through bearing 

children the woman merits with God. Needless to say, this cannot be the meaning of the 

expression. As if Paul could be guilty of teaching such a thing. 

According to others the apostle would say: if the woman in love of Christ refrains from 

trampling God’s ordinances through her usurping authority over the man and remains in her 

allotted place in the home, bearing children and fulfilling the duties of mother and wife, she shall 

be saved also by abiding in the way of these good works of faith. 

Now it is true, certainly, that a woman who is in subjection to her husband in love of 

Christ is saved. And so, too, if in faith she bears children. For that woman fears God; and the 

God-fearing are saved. But this does not yet adequately explain why a woman is saved in, by 

means of, childbearing. 

For a correct understanding of the expression, I believe we must have before us the 

Lord’s promises to Abraham, the father of all believers, particularly the promise: “Unto thy seed 



will I give this land” (Gen. 12:7). And again: “Lift up thine eyes, and look from the place where 

thou art northward and southward, and eastward and westward: for all the land which thou seest, 

to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever” (Gen. 13:14, 15). 

Let us take notice: “and to thy seed will I give this land,” by which is to be understood in 

the final instance the new earth where God’s tabernacle will be with His redeemed people, 

Abraham’s seed. And the Lord vowed that He would make Abraham’s seed “as the dust of the 

earth: so that, if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall that seed also be numbered” 

(Gen. 13:16). Such being the promise, Abraham could not inherit Canaan, should he continue to 

abide alone, Without seed the land could never become his in actual possession. It was in the 

awareness thereof that he sent forth his servant in quest of a wife for Isaac. Later the Lord said to 

him: “Fear not, Abraham, I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” It was again in the 

awareness that without seed he could not inherit Canaan—could not be saved—that he replied: 

“Lord God what wilt thou give me, seeing that I go childless.” And the Lord replied: “Unto thy 

seed have I given this land.” And the Lord’s promises are unfailing. Abraham shall be given the 

land, the heavenly country that formed the object of his expectation. He shall be saved, he and 

his seed, including the believing mothers in the church. Saved they shall be by means of Mary’s 

childbearing; for she brought forth the seed,—Christ Jesus—who atoned the sins of God’s 

people. Saved shall they be by means of the childbearing of all the mothers in the church of all 

ages; for they bring forth elect seed—children of the promise—for the promised land. How true 

then, that not only Mary, the mother of Jesus, but every believing woman is saved by means of 

her childbearing. She helps to bring forth the promised seed to inherit with her- the earth. Yes, of 

course, but the total of mothers bring forth also the carnal seed in the church; “for they are not all 

Israel, which are of Israel.” For as the chaff is needful to the wheat, so is this carnal seed needful 

to the salvation of the children of the promise. Hence, also through their bringing forth this 

carnal seed are the believing mothers in Israel saved—saved by means of their childbearing. 

How the questions of my correspondent are to be answered should now be evident. 

1) What content is to be given to the “salvation” mentioned in this verse? It is the 

salvation of Christ. 

2) What relation does the “continuation in faith. . . .” have to childbearing? The text 

says that the believing mother will be saved through childbearing, if she continue 

in faith. And that she will, if she is a true believer. 

3) What connection is there between “salvation” and “childbearing”? The text says 

that the believing mother is saved by means of childbearing. How this is to be 

understood has now been fully explained. 

To bring forth “children of promise”, elect seed, for the land of promise, that is the high 

calling of Christian mothers. It is this purpose that gives real meaning and significance to the 

marriage of Christian people. 
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