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It was early in the sixteenth century! 

God’s clock, which measures all time with exactitude, registered the beginning of that 

historic era when the church of Jesus Christ would be resurrected from her Romish entombment 

where for several centuries she had been buried. Great events—turning points in history—were 

about to transpire. Things would happen that would shake the whole ecclesiastical world. The 

effect of these prodigious doings of God are felt even unto this day and they will continue to be 

felt until the end of the world. We are reminded of them this month—October— the 31st— 

Reformation Day. 

God raised up a Luther, a man of courage and great faith. This man would be the tool of 

God by which He would break down the walls of superstition and tradition upon which the 

colossal structure of Roman Catholicism had been erected. How wisely God works! Not at all 

like men who meet the circumstances of human life and try desperately to find men who are able 

and qualified to fill the need. But our God prepares men and fits them perfectly unto the need of 

situations created in the world as the stream of history continues to wend its way through the 

valley of time. Thus was Luther fitted to play one of the principle roles in the history of the 

Reformation. 

In our department we are not to consider the ‘historical data’ of this Reformation but we 

must try to see how this reformation effects our practical Christian life and how we, “living 

according to the principles that impelled the Reformation of 1517, will see our own lives 

constantly reforming unto freedom and life”. Likewise, forsaking these principles we 

inevitably will know deformation unto bondage and death. In Reformation lies your and my 

salvation. 

Bearing these truths in mind we must be reminded of two principles of this great 

Reformation and see further their effect (or the effect they should have) upon us. The first of 

these is the objective principle of the Reformation according to which Luther, and true Pro-

testantism with him, maintained the infallibility of the Word of God over against the 

coordination of Scripture and ecclesiastical tradition maintained by the Romish church. It is no 

secret that Roman Catholicism sought to keep the laity in ignorance of the truths of Scripture and 

that the clergy ruled the church with a rod of superstitions instead of according to the rules of 

faith set forth in God’s Word. The Bible was easily subordinated to the “teachings of the church” 

instead of these “teachings” being determined by the Scriptures. Hand in hand with this went all 

forms of corruption. 

It was through the Reformation that all this was changed. The Scriptures were freed. The 

laity were encouraged to not only obtain a copy, if at all possible, but to study it and in the office 

of all believers to learn what God has to say. The invention of the printing press about this same 

time aided the widespread distribution of the Bible. Copies were being translated and printed into 

the different languages and the hungry people of God were absorbing the content of the Divine 

Word with joy and spiritual satisfaction. What had been lacking was now supplied in that God’s 

Word had full and free course. 

This is objectively then a fruit of the Reformation that is carried down to us of the present 

day. We, too, need encouragement and constant stimulation to exercise the reformation principle 

of “studying the Word”. The enemies who would deprive us of this blessing are not a few and 



the greatest of all of them is, no doubt, “our own flesh”. We are inclined to “take these things for 

granted”; let the minister—the church interpret for us; and becoming self-complacent we are 

easily led back into Romish slavery. This month in many of our churches the opportunity for 

“Bible Study” in the societies and catechisms commence. As children of the Reformation let us 

be faithful to that which our fathers have given us. It is salutary unto real Christian living that we 

exercise these privileges diligently. 

The second or the subjective principle of the Reformation may be expressed the one word 

“Life”. Luther was inwardly dissatisfied, for the teachings of a “salvation by one’s works” 

brought not inward peace. In the way of works there could be no “satisfaction for sin”, and 

where “sin remains” there can be no peace with God. Luther sought the “LIFE THAT WAS 

FREE FROM SIN AND, THEREFORE, THE LIFE THAT COULD BE LIVED WITH GOD.” 

Eternal life of fellowship with his Lord was the object of his search. This he found when 

God through His word pointed him to the truth that “the just shall live by faith”. This truth is 

perhaps more clearly expressed by saying, “those who are justified by faith. . . .shall live.” 

Works cannot justify. Faith can. Faith in Jesus Christ and His perfect work is God’s appointed 

means through which He works in our hearts the knowledge of justification. But the point we 

would emphasize is that according to the Reformation principle “the justified LIVE.” Faith is the 

child of grace and the mother of all good works. It is the pioneer of great deeds and thoughts. It 

is a saving power. It unites to Christ. It draws out of Christ LIFE and then it LIVES that LIFE. 

We are children of the reformation. We are Christians, justified through the blood of 

Jesus, by faith. To manifest this we must display LIFE. And life—the LIFE OF JESUS—is 

evidenced in us in works that are done to the praise and glory of our God and out of hearts sin-

cere. Protestantism does not despise or neglect good works but rather points to them as the 

certain evidences or fruits of God’s redeeming work. Luther, himself was often charged with 

indifference to good works and in reply to this evil charge he forcibly said, “Faith is a living, 

active, mighty thing and it is impossible that it should not do good without ceasing; it does not 

ask whether good works are to be done, but before the question is put, it has done them already, 

and is always engaged in doing them; you may as well separate burning from fire, as works 

from faith.” 

Hence, we affirm that to really be the children of the Reformation and to know its power, 

we must live out of faith and walk in the works of faith. That is then also the essence of Christian 

Living. Reformation, without Christian living, is as absurd as it is impossible. Doctrine or Truth 

and Life are inseparable. The truth makes us free and in that freedom we live—not licentiously a 

life of sin— but a life of holiness unto our God. That must be the underlying principle unto 

which we work as we daily—-by God’s grace—reform our lives. Then Protestantism proves 

itself worthy of its name and then, Reformation abounds unto its richest fruit. 
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