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Two young men are on their way to a session of their Young Men’s Bible Club. John is 

nineteen and Jim is just twenty. 

They are engaged in an animated discussion concerning the question of Choosing a Life’s 

Vocation. This is not the first time that they have tossed this subject back and forth between 

them. Many a time in the past they have touched upon the problem in passing, but now the 

matter has become a matter of dead earnestness to them. 

The reason?  

It is this: both John and Jim plan to enter College. And they are Christian young men, 

who take their future in life seriously. They do not simply want to drift through College and Life. 

On the contrary, they each have a definite goal in life and plan to pursue their studies to prepare 

themselves for this goal. 

However, when they confront themselves with the matter of the choice of a life’s calling 

they do not see eye to eye on the basic considerations that enter into such preparation for life, 

and what must be considered the basic elements entering into such a choice. The difference 

between the two young men is whether the choosing of a vocation is simply a matter of 

following the course of providential guidance, or whether the matter of careful and prayerful 

free-choice is preponderant. John feels strongly for the former and argues from the viewpoint of 

God’s guidance in history and in events as they touch our life and control all things, while Jim is 

convinced that in that way the element of free-choice does not receive its necessary emphasis. 

The latter is afraid that to reason from the guidance of Providence smacks just a bit of Fatalism, 

reducing man to a stock and block. 

And, as is to be understood, this matter is a burning issue in the minds of both John and 

Jim and both are thoroughly convinced that their own position is correct. And since they cannot 

see eye to eye on this matter they decide that they shall pay a visit to their pastor and friend, and 

to acquaint him with their respective arguments and conclusions in this matter. 

And so after the meeting of the Young Men’s Bible Club they wend their way to the 

parsonage. Both John and Jim are impatient and overly eager to present their side of the question. 

But they are bidden to be patient and so each tells his side of the question. 

John, who argues very strongly from the Counsel of God and from His providential 

guidance in history relates his arguments and views first, while the pastor, in the presence of Jim, 

listens carefully. 

It is the contention of John that in the choosing of a vocation not too much emphasis 

must fall on the element of free-choice. We should bear in mind, according to him, that God 

leads us very definitely and certainly in His kind and Fatherly providence. The matter of choice 

is not primary but secondary. Whether one is going to be a doctor or farmer, teacher or preacher, 

is solely determined by God and by Him alone, and that we are led in our “choosing” in good 

measure by the circumstances, place and time of birth, our environment and family back-ground. 

Then, too, and this must not be forgotten, thus John, there is the regenerating power of the Lord 

and Holy Spirit in our lives impelling us toward following a certain course in our lives. The 

matter of free-choice is not so much a matter of personal decision and of our own choosing as it 

is the prompting of God’s providence and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now John feels that he can clearly see this in his own case. He has been an A-student 



both in the primary grades and in High School. Added to this there is the objective fact that there 

is now a dire need of Christian School teachers. And he feels quite certain that there will be such 

a need also in the future. And so he sees the way clearly marked out for him as leading to the 

teaching profession after the necessary preparatory work in college. 

Summing up, John sees the following actors in his “choice”: 1. The dire need of teachers 

for the Covenant children and youth; 2. That He has received the ability to study, he has received 

natural talents. And so he has but to follow the way of the promptings of Providence for him. 

The choice is, as it were, made for him rather than by him. He looks at the matter of “choosing”, 

as he calls it, objectively. 

Not the subjective choice hut the objective guidance is for him determinative. 

But now it is Jim’s turn to relate to the listening pastor his view of the matter. Jim does 

not share John’s view as to the objective nature of the choice of calling. He is of the conviction 

that it is a matter of personal free-choice. A man and woman must choose a vocation. He is of 

the conviction that the matter is not quite as simple as stated by John. In fact he feels that John 

does not state it correctly. 

To begin with, thus Jim, there are a great number of possibilities, of vocations from 

which to choose. One can choose to be a farmer or a shop-worker, a carpenter of an artist, a 

teacher or a preacher, a doctor or nurse. But in all this man has a free-choice. And that choose 

each one must, not so much by dint of providential guiding posts as from the prescription in the 

Word of God circumscribing our calling in Christ Jesus. He feels that only so one can really 

speak of a vocation, a calling. And what is more: choosing a life's calling. 

Jim reasons that this calling does not simply follow from a need of teachers coupled with 

an ability to study, but that it is first of all a matter of standing in the service of Christ. And then, 

to be sure, this standing in the service of Christ is not to be limited to the profession of teaching, 

nor to the office of the ministry of the Word, but that this calling is a matter to be considered in 

our working in the factory and on the farm, in the kitchen as well as in the nursery. For him 

every place in life is not simply a job, a position to profit withal to “make money”, or even to 

“earn a living” first of all, but that it is all a matter of walking in the “vocation” of life. 

And this all calls for a free-choice, thus Jim. 

Jim urges that the choice is not merely a matter of following the promptings of 

providence, but that it is a matter of following the prompting of the Holy Spirit as stated in the 

Word. 

Jim feels much more for the subject. In fact this is the one and all for Jim. 

Thus these young men present their respective sides of the question. Let us who have also 

listened in think the matter over till the next issue of Beacon Lights and listen to the reply of the 

Pastor in regard to this weighty matter. 
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