
Until the Day Break 
Mrs M Kroondyk 

 

 

Until the Day Break by Sallie Lee Bell published by Zondervan Publishing House. 

 

This book is the second prize winner in Zondervan’s International Fiction Contest. It is a 

story that was supposed to have taken place in the time of Christ. Mara, a beautiful Jewess, is a 

concubine of Herod, loved by the king but hated by his jealous and ambitious wife Herodias. 

Through Herodias’ influence she is sent from Herod's palace to Jerusalem, where she meets and 

learns to love Judah a follower of John the Baptist. By clever and cruel scheming Herodias 

brings Mara and Judah to intense suffering and terrible shame. Mara finally comes to Jesus and 

finds healing for her soul and cleansing from her shame in His words, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

Judah is also healed by Jesus from the madness to which his suffering had driven him. However 

their earthly troubles are not yet over for Herod still holds power over them. In the end, Herod’s 

power is broken and they escape together from a gruesome and fearful death, to a life of love and 

freedom. 

The story is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest to the last pages. The author states 

in the foreword that although the novel is not a true historical novel, she has attempted “to 

preserve the historical sequence of events and to portray the life of the period.” Whether she has 

succeeded in portraying the life of the period, I cannot judge, but to my mind her success is 

questionable. In my opinion the writing of a story such as this which presents the life and times 

of Christ to the readers but which is so imaginary and fictitious is not commendable. Although 

the author may have kept the historical sequence of events as found in the Bible, she leaves a 

distorted picture of these events in the minds of the impressionable readers. The picture of Jesus 

does not deny His divinity, nor does it positively present it. He is presented as one who exerted a 

strange power over the people and who brought- peace of soul to those in suffering and shame as 

Mara was. 

From simply an entertainment point of view this book will satisfy the average reader. As 

a desirable addition to one’s library its recommendation is to be questioned. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 10 No 9 June 1950 


