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“This is the story of Jesus.” So begins this novel of the life of Christ and goes on in 

contemporary, colorful language to tell the events in the 33 year period of Christ’s walk upon 

earth. I do not believe it is necessary to review the historical data that the book speaks of 

inasmuch as our young people should already have a thorough knowledge of that history. The 

Author is comparatively faithful to the literal statements of the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John. The book is a chronology of events from the betrothal of Mary and Joseph to the 

days after the Resurrection. 

What is imaginative in the narrative is largely detail to life in chinks left open in the Bible 

accounts. The Author has filled in these gaps in the record with what would normally be natural 

and believable additions. However Christ was normal man without sin and where Scripture has 

not revealed certain things to us the writer certainly treads on thin ice when he advances his own 

theory. Scripture never speaks of Christ experiencing laughter, either as a child or young man. 

Yet Oursler has a liberal sprinkling of chuckles in the life of Christ. 

In some of his statements we would disagree with the writer. He maintains, for instance, 

that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was at all times in complete awareness of the fact that Christ 

must suffer and die. This is of course a fallacy. Not even Christ’s disciples, much less Mary, 

understood the significance of Christ’s teachings when He spoke concerning His death. On the 

occasion of Jesus visiting Mary and Martha, Martha chides her sister for not helping her in 

household tasks. Jesus upholds Mary’s action as being correct for she is desirous of knowing the 

heavenly. Here the writer presents Jesus’ defense of Mary as the cornerstone of women suffrage, 

for he likens it to the predominating position of the present day women of the world. 

In one way I found the book enjoyable. And that was because the author did not attempt 

to analyze to any great extent the teachings of our Lord and then set forth his interpretations of 

Christ’s message to the world. This is one of the most prominent faults of the majority of the 

present day authors when they write concerning the Christ. Oursler is not completely free of this 

desire to put his own meaning into Christ’s words, but he apparently did realize that for an 

ordinarily intellectual man to understand the doctrines' of Jesus from a purely intellectual aspect 

is pure folly. These things, quotes Oursler, are hidden from the wise and prudent and revealed 

unto babes. 

I think the book could be an aid in helping the individual to a more thorough historical 

knowledge of the Christ. Many times it is easier for us to remember something if we read it in a 

story book than when we read it in the Scriptures. I do not maintain that this is as it should be, 

but I do know it to be true. From that aspect the book is certainly worth while reading. From the 

aspect of the Christian young man or woman seeking a more thorough understanding and 

strengthening of his faith in that Christ of Calvary the book is less than a dust in the balance. We 

have our inspired Scriptures. What more could we ask? 
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