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“Big revival sweeps Campus at Wheaton College”, stated the first page headline of the 

Chicago Daily News one day during the second week of February. Accompanied by several 

pictures of students giving a testimony, the news reporter described the revival that was taking 

place at Wheaten. For thirty eight consecutive hours students filled the chapel and waited their 

turn to go to the rostrum to confess their sins, large and small. All sought to give a testimony and 

the meeting was carried on through the night and the next day. Many went without meals, 

without rest and many did not leave the chapel. 

Newspaper accounts in the daily papers and via the radio gave reports of the progress of 

the revival. Testimonies were quoted by the reporters and the whole situation was explained by 

college officials as a spontaneous thing, in fact, it was said that this was proof that the Spirit of 

God hovered over the campus at Wheaton. 

Those who have been trained in the Reformed way of life are inclined to regard this type 

of thing with tongue in cheek. Revival has come to mean for us a situation where one receives an 

emotional appeal appropriately timed and appealing to the ego of man and finally when the stage 

has been set, a climax distinguished by the altar call or “sawdust trail” as Billy Sunday called it. 

The revival at Wheaton seemed to follow a different pattern however. This display of 

religious fervor took place before the scheduled speaker had an opportunity to exercise the usual 

formula. Thus they would have us believe that this is the genuine article, this is the true 

testimony. 

We are not of those that take a hard boiled attitude toward those who give a Christian 

testimony but we are of those who “try the spirits whether they are of God”. I John 4:1. Careful 

examination of the situation at Wheaton College shows the testimony as reported in the press 

was noted for its emphasis on the pronoun I. I was a sinner; I told lies; I cheated on my college 

papers; I lived in sin; I tempted my fellow students; I stole! I . . . .; I . . . .; and finally I accepted 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Will this type of testimony stand in the glaring light of Holy Scripture? I submit to you 

the fact that Scripture from cover to cover tells us how God saves His people, how God works 

His salvation, how God gives His grace to me, how God accepts me a sinner. This is the 

unfathomable mystery of all ages that it is possible for a righteous and Holy God to save sinners, 

such as we are by way of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We hope that if this editorial falls in the hands of those who attend Wheaton College that 

we do not leave the impression that we ridicule Wheaton as worldly people do. No, we affirm 

that Wheaton must return to the Reformed faith in which it lived in former days under Pres. 

Buswell and fill the intellectual vacuum which is the result of walking the primrose path of 

Arminianism. We maintain that faith seeks knowledge and the knowledge gained from Scripture 

causes us to say only one thing, “God be merciful to me, a sinner”.  
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