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LESSON LX. 

Jesus Crucified 

(John 19:17-25) 

 

The Crucifixion ns such, vss. 17, 18. 

Immediately after the sentence has been pronounced Jesus is led away to the place of 

execution. Generally the condemned one had to carry his own cross, or at least a part of it. Jesus 

must carry all of it. John omits the incident of Simon and of the weeping daughters, to avoid 

repetition. The bearing of the cross naturally lends powerful effect to His word to us about taking 

up the cross to bear it after Him. 

Jesus is led to a place called Golgotha, in the Latin language, Calvary. The place bore this 

name very likely because it had the shape of a cranium, the top of a skull. Notice that it was 

somewhat of a hill, a mound, hence elevated. This, too, is providential and symbolic. Through 

this marvelous deed of Christ He would bring His people to heaven and make them look 

heavenward. Did not Abraham sacrifice Isaac on Mt. Moriah? The Old Testament places of 

sacrifices were usually on elevations, the temple was built on Mt. Zion. And is Christ not the 

fulfillment of the serpent that was lifted up to be seen by all? So Christ is here exalted, literally 

and symbolically. God has chosen this place from eternity. 

The crosses usually were upright posts with a crossbeam a little beneath the top. And 

now, the hour having come, Jesus is crucified. Here is the center of the world from the viewpoint 

of time, and the marvelous death of the Son of God to save His people. Yet Scripture is so brief 

and so restrained! Fact is that here we have the narrative of the fact, while all of Scripture speaks 

of its significance. In respect to the cross we are told that a block or heavy peg was fastened to 

the beam, and on this the victim sat straddle. Some were tied to the cross with ropes, but others, 

as with Jesus, were nailed to the cross. Spikes were driven through the most sensitive parts of the 

hands and legs. With such occasions men knew of no mercy. The agony of the crucifixion can 

hardly be described. Think of the hot sun, the raging thirst, the slowness of death, which at times 

did not set in until three or four days had passed. Often the bodies would become very feverish, 

and towards the end the flesh would turn blue with vultures flying overhead, ready to devour the 

body. 

We must remember that this place was outside of Jerusalem. This was law with all 

criminals, Num. 15:35. The same thing was done with Stephen. (See Heb. 13:12). So Christ is 

placed outside of the camp, outside of Jerusalem as an outcast. Cast out of the holy city by 

unholy men. Every deed and word now weighed like tons upon the soul of Jesus. In everything 

He felt the wrath of God. 

Pilate possibly intends to insult the Jews still more by crucifying Him with two 

malefactors, murderers and thieves. That was the kind of king the Jews had. But God with it 

fulfills the Scriptures, Christ being reckoned with the transgressors. Christ is always in the midst 

of people, saving some and hardening others. And this power of the cross is manifested from the 

very beginning, right here while Jesus is hanging on the cross. 

Questions: Prove from the placing of Jesus in the midst of them that Christ is not a 

Saviour of all men. Was there any difference in the suffering of Jesus and of either of the 



malefactors? If so, what? 

 

The Title on the Cross, vss. 19-22. 

Here is some more bitter sarcasm and humiliation for the Jews. Notice the superscription. 

Naturally people would identify the subjects with the king. Such kind of people the Jews are. 

And it was written in Hebrew (the language of the Jews), in Latin (the language of the Romans), 

and in Greek (the cultured language of the day known by millions). With many pilgrims passing 

over this road all surely could read it. 

Pilate refuses to change it. Why? Because he is tired of the Jews and they not being able 

to hurt him now, he will have the last word, one of sarcasm. But God doesn’t want it changed. 

All men must see and know who this Jesus is. This is not a false title, but indeed a true one. He is 

King and shall be such unto eternity; through the way of the cross He shall be glorified. 

 

Jesus Unclothed, vss. 23, 24. 

This was customary with the crucified ones. They were stripped of every bit of clothing, 

to bring them to greater shame. The soldiers evidently were permitted to keep their clothing, 

which usually was divided by casting lots, perhaps in the form of throwing dice. Jesus’ coat is 

not torn but given to one in order that Scripture may again be fulfilled. In all these fulfillments 

God is speaking to the Jews. Don’t they know the Scriptures and see that He is the fulfillment of 

them? 

However, we must not devote more attention to the clothes than to Jesus’ nakedness. God 

wants Him naked, and put utterly to shame. Why? Because Adam and Eve and we with them 

were clothed to cover the shame of the body and sin. In righteousness men need no clothing. But 

when sin came Adam and Eve were clothed to cover themselves before God and men. This could 

be done with a view to Christ. Therefore He must be unclothed, to bear our shame and reproach 

and thus to remove them. What a blessing for us is the naked Jesus! Behold yourself in Him! 

 

LESSON LXI. 

Jesus On The Cross 

(John 19:25-30) 

 

The Second Cross-Word. vss. 25-27. 

Again we notice the brevity of John’s account of this stupendous event. In five verses he 

writes all he wants to tell us about Jesus on the cross. Why? First of all because Scripture is 

always very brief on matters of this nature as far as describing the events are concerned. Think, 

e.g. of the narrative about His birth, also about His miracles and especially the raising of 

Lazarus. We would describe such in detail with the most colorful and expressive words. God, 

however, wants us to see their significance; regarding this Scripture goes into detail. Neither can 

it escape our attention that John writes nothing about all the other things that take place on and 

near the cross. Nothing is mentioned about the words of the two crucified with Him and Jesus’ 

answer to the converted one; John passes by the doings of the soldiers, of the multitudes that pass 

by, of the darkness that enveloped the earth, etc. Finally, He speaks of only two cross words. 

Why? Not because these things are not of importance, but all these things were already written 

by the Synoptists. Hence, only these two words of Jesus, and they are given from the viewpoint 

of John’s theme of his entire Gospel narrative. 

First of all we must remember that Jesus is always working, even on the cross. Every 



deed and minute of time, brings another calling. Seeing John and His mother Mary before them 

He realizes that He has a particular calling in respect to the latter. 

The sword was indeed passing through Mary’s soul. Perhaps she was acquainted with all 

the things that had taken place during the last hours. And now she beholds her beloved son on 

the cross! Jesus is the man of sorrows, but Mary was certainly a woman of sorrows. Possibly she 

stands here being supported by John, and with tear-stained eyes expressing her deep sorrow. 

But Jesus will give command concerning His house before He dies. Mary is no longer 

His mother, but a woman like unto the rest. In His office He has no mother, she is merely His 

sister. But what then  Be totally indifferent towards her and ignore her? This He can’t do, for 

there is also the fifth commandment, Therefore John must now be her son and she his mother. 

Evident it is that Jesus, at least to a certain extent, had provided for His mother during His life, 

but now John will care for her. And he takes her into his own home. 

However, John is also a disciple and will soon be an apostle. Through him and the others 

the church would be built. To them God would give the Spirit without measure. In their hands 

would be the keys of the Kingdom. Hence, Jesus here places His mother in the church and in her 

care. Church-member behold your apostle and apostle behold one of your members. No doubt 

John also strengthened Mary in the process of letting go of Jesus to receive the Christ. 

According to the Roman Catholics Jesus here makes Mary the patroness of all Christians. 

It was not Mary who needed John, but John and with him and in him all other Christians who 

needed Mary. It has been said by a Catholic that “in the person of John, Mary receives all 

Christians as her children. And this capacity of Mary entitled us to the right and the trust that we 

place all our interest in her hands.” What a reversal of facts! What Jesus does here is provide for 

Mary’s needs, physically and spiritually, not vice versa. 

Questions: What place does Mary have in the worship of the Roman Catholics? Why do 

our physical relationships fall away when we enter the church of Christ? Does the spiritual 

always have the preference over the physical in our lives? Why not? 

 

The Fifth Cross-Word, vss. 28-30. 

Apparently this saying is not very profound. Isn’t thirst such a common thing? And who 

is surprised that Jesus is thirsty, very likely not having drunk anything since they left the upper 

room the previous evening. Must we then also spiritualize this? This is not necessary for it 

already is something spiritual. Everything that Jesus does and says on the cross is of tremendous 

significance. 

These words were spoken shortly after the loud cry of “My God, My God, why hast Thou 

forgotten me?” Now our Saviour is ascending out of those depths. The hellish agonies He has 

endured. The suffering of the eternal wrath of God has come to an end. He is now ready for His 

diploma. Regarding that all of Scripture is fulfilled. The measure has been filled to the brim. 

And yet it seems as if the Scriptures are not fulfilled, at least, not quite, since it is for their 

perfect fulfillment that He says, “I thirst”. The question is to what Scripture does He refer with 

this utterance? Here we come before a difficulty for there is no passage to which He refers 

directly. We would interpret it as meaning that even though Jesus has died the spiritual death, He 

must now still die physically. And this, too, must be an act on His part. Death must not take Him, 

He must lay down His life. This He will show by shouting with a loud voice. Like a strong man 

may be well-nigh exhausted due to a great thirst, but then also revive when given something to 

quench his thirst, so
 
Jesus would have a drink to quicken Him regarding the one thing He must 

still do. And laying down His life He will fulfill the last part of the Scriptures that speak
 
of Him. 



He is given a drink. The soldiers used a sponge of vinegar on a short rod to moisten His 

lips. This was a kind of sour wine but certainly did allay thirst. Having received this He shouted 

with a loud voice: “It is finished”. Imagine
 
what this meant for Jesus. Finished was all His work 

on earth, including all the suffering on account of sin. “And He bowed His head and gave up the 

ghost”. 

Questions: In what way is this constant living of Christ according to the Scriptures an 

example for us? Where did Jesus’ soul go when He died? Can we say that God died? 

 

LESSON LXII. 

Jesus, Dead and Buried 

(John 19:31-42) 

 

The Bodies Removed, vss. 31-37. 

Again John contributes an episode that is in no way touched upon by the Synoptists and 

one that is noteworthy. Jesus had died, the Jews had gained their great end. This was the end of 

that troublemaker, blasphemer. Now they can again proceed without Interruption as “the nation 

of the Lord in His fear”. So they view it after they have killed the very Saviour of God’s people. 

They will now have the bodies removed from the cross. The Romans usually left the 

bodies of criminals on the cross until they rotted. But according to the laws given by Moses the 

Jews had to take them down at evening, lest they defile the land. Besides, it was the day of 

preparation. Tomorrow would not only he another Sabbath, but one of special importance, it 

being the Passover Week. Pilate immediately consents to their request. With great brutality the 

bones of the malefactors are broken. Imagine the pain when their bones were literally crushed; 

this would naturally bring on death. Remarkable it is that they leave Jesus until last. Apparently 

the soldiers are not eager to carry out their orders upon this strange man. But the next act is still 

more remarkable. They do not crush His legs, but they do pierce His side. Why this lance in the 

side, very likely near the heart? Either to prove that He is dead, or to make sure that He will be 

dead. John mentions that immediately there came out blood and water. About this hundreds of 

pages have been written. What does it mean? And why does John make a special note of it, 

emphasizing the truth of his record? Some assert that the water symbolizes our baptism into Him 

and the blood our righteousness before God. We prefer to believe that lance and the flowing of 

blood and Water are mentioned by John that all may believe that as the Son of God He certainly 

died. Let no one doubt this! 

Naturally all this also took place according to Providence. The Scriptures must again be 

fulfilled regarding all the sacrificial lambs, Ps. 34:20 and Zech. 12:10. With these the Lord gives 

some more proof that He is the promised Messiah, 

 

Jesus’ Burial, vss. 38-42. 

Joseph was a rich man, but also noble and good according to other reports concerning 

him. Arimathea is the same as Rama, originally belonging to Samaria, but was later transferred 

to Judea. His inner convictions he had always kept hidden. But now he does an astounding thing: 

he suddenly casts his fear and cowardice to the winds, boldly goes to Pilate and asks for Jesus’ 

body. When the eleven had fled, given up faith in Jesus, his faith rises out of its secrecy with full 

power and heroism. And he becomes an instrument in God’s hand in preserving the body of His 

Son from being cast into a felon’s grave. With the rich He is in His burial, Is. 53:9. Pilate grants 

him his request. Nicodemus comes to help him, also manifesting his faith in Jesus. Possibly he 



turned up entirely unexpected with these burial requirements. Precious ointments are used; notice 

their weight, about a hundred pounds. 

According to custom they bury Him. He is laid in a new tomb, very likely belonging to 

Joseph. In these tombs often several people were buried, but in this one no man had yet been 

laid. 

And what a funeral it was! They will lay to rest the body of Him on whom all their hopes 

had been pinned. O how they had hoped that He was the promised Messiah! But all was in vain. 

He, too, goes the way of all flesh, not fulfilling their expectations. And they bury their Saviour. 

Possibly the women witness the tragic event. They bury the living One as a dead one among the 

dead. Who will preach the funeral sermon? Is anyone able to do so, intelligently? No one! No, 

they do not know Him. Never was there a leader so little understood by His disciples; never was 

God’s work hidden as at this dark moment. For the Church it is the darkest moment of all 

history. They can no longer wound Him, but they can humiliate Him, which they certainly do. 

He is a dead one among the dead. 

Questions: Why do you think these men waited until this time in showing their faith in 

Christ? Why did they fail to understand Him even at this time? Are there such people today? 

Why did Jesus have to be buried, since He had paid for all our sins? 

 

LESSON LXIII. 

Mary and the Risen Lord 

(John 20:1-18) 

 

A Hidden Saviour, vss. 1-15. 

The time of the morning at which the women set out to bestow a last honor upon, their 

deceased Master shows their deep love for Him. Sleep very likely had been far from them during 

these past two nights. Jesus naturally had risen early in the morning. Since it was spiritual, 

arising on the other, the spiritual side of the grave, the Lord gave many signs of His resurrection: 

the place where He had lain, the rolled away stone, the broken seal, the earthquake, the angels in 

the grave, etc. 

But the women fail to see them, being filled with sorrow. With Christ’s birth there was 

great joy in heaven, more so even at this time, but here on earth there is great sorrow. Of this 

Mary Magdalene is an interesting example. Standing by the grave she weeps audibly. Life 

apparently isn’t worth living any more. Jesus had been the center of her life. And she weeps now 

not only because He is dead, but because “they have taken away the body of her Lord.” 

The question is, first of all, how we must harmonize John’s account of Mary with that of 

the Synoptics regarding the ether women, for, according to them Mary is also with them. 

Possibly, they approached the tomb together. Nearing it Mary sees that the stone is rolled away, 

and without any further investigation hastens away, being sure they have stolen the body of her 

Lord. While she hurries on to tell the disciples. Peter and John, the other women come to the 

tomb, see the angels, etc. Upon their return Jesus appears to them. Then Peter and John come in 

haste, they enter the sepulcher, and see the signs of the clothes, and John believes. Thereupon 

they leave, and Mary Magdalene comes to the grave, and gives vent to her pent up sorrow by 

weeping audibly. 

Notice how blind she is to the signs of the Lord. She sees the angels, they even ask her 

regarding her reason for weeping. But none of these speak to her, not the open grave, the empty 

place, nor even the presence of the angels, which ordinarily caused great consternation. How 



must we explain all this? In. short we can say that the earthy never approaches the spiritual and 

heavenly. Mary and we with her are in the circle of the former. In the eyes of natural men the 

resurrection is foolishness, and one of the things that never arises in the heart of any man. And 

the reason for this is that we understand not the cross. And where men do not live by the Word of 

God they always fail to come to the spiritual. Besides, Mary is so overwhelmed with grief that 

even the appearance of the angels falls to make an impression upon her. Being in the circle of 

death we see nothing but death, and even though the glorious, heavenly is placed right in front of 

us (Jesus Himself appearing to Mary), we weep and lament. 

 

Jesus Reveals Himself to Mary, vss. 16, 17a. 

He approaches her in a remarkable way. He does not identify Himself by saying that He 

it is whom she is weeping about, but calls her by name, undoubtedly with the same tone and 

expression as He had done so often while still with her. There also seems to be a mild rebuke in. 

His address. In a moment Mary perceives the reality, and calling Him Rabboni (meaning master, 

teacher) she will embrace and worship Him. She thinks that, all the former relationships have 

been restored, and she can again minister to His needs. But this naturally is impossible. “Touch 

me not”. First she fails to see the resurrection; but now, seeing it, she has a wrong conception of 

it. 

Questions: What is Post-millennialism? Is there any similarity between this and what 

Mary (and we with her) desire? 

 

A New Fellowship, vss. 17, 18. 

Jesus will realize a heavenly, spiritual salvation. Therefore Mary may not touch or 

embrace Him, thinking that the former relationships have been restored. He is going to His 

Father in heaven, there He will make His abode. But He is also Mary’s (and all believers) Father 

and God. Formerly this was true only of Jesus, but now through His death and resurrection it has 

become true of all those given Him by the Father. And where Father is, there is our home. Jesus 

will go to Him to prepare our place there. In the Spirit He will return, and in the end of time He 

will take all unto Himself. Mary must not embrace Him now, as a visible earthy Saviour. But 

when He has gone to heaven, then she must do so, in faith. In faith she must seek Him, live with 

Him and enjoy His fellowship. She must become heavenly. And that is the way for all of us, by 

faith seek the heavenly things. This naturally implies that we leave behind the earthy. 
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