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This is the season of the year which is called Lent. It is especially, though not 

exclusively, at this time that we are reminded of the death and resurrection of our Saviour. To us, 

however, the Passion Story is not a mere history or fiction but is an event of unequalled sig-

nificance which has the most pertinent effect upon every phase of our lives— as Christians. 

“As Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so, we also 

should walk in newness of life.” 

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above. . . .” 

Such quotations may be multiplied but that is not necessary. All of God’s Word reminds 

us that by virtue of our union with the risen Christ, we are called to be “Confessing Christians”. 

Of this we would remind you for the undeniable fact of Lent is that whereas Christ lives, we who 

are in Him ought likewise to be living. 

 

Confessing Christians! 

There is in those two words a profoundly significant idea expressed which, like all things 

in the realm of the religious in our superficial day has been most sadly generalized. Thus, a term 

that is designed to set apart a particular group is now made applicable to thousands to whom the 

very idea expressed in the word is repulsive. 

Confessing Christians are genuine Christians! 

But who are they and where may they be found? Some would perhaps like to designate 

the confessing Christian as one who has made his or her public confession of faith before the 

church, while there are also a goodly number of other Christians who must still be classified as 

baptized members of the church. No doubt the readers of this magazine can be distinguished 

thus, for it is the exception when one who lives outside of the church stops to investigate the con-

tent of that which is designed for Protestant Reformed Youth. Yet, his distinction is not correct 

for there are always those who belong to the “confession class” who are not worthy of that name, 

while there are men who, although they have made their confession public, are exemplary 

Christians. We must, then, find a different criterion, for we see that this formal one will not hold. 

We may profitably begin by inquiring into that which constitutes Christianity. It is not a 

mere intellectual admission. To say with the mouth that we are Christians does not yet make us 

one. Many there are who now cry “Lord, Lord" but Jesus informs us that they shall not enter His 

Kingdom. To be emotionally stirred by the persuasive pleadings of the energetic evangelist to 

“accept the Lord Jesus Christ” does not make us permanent inhabitants of the New Jerusalem. 

Nor is Christianity that which can be buried within the secret chambers of our heart so that its 

working power is wonderfully concealed from those with whom we come into daily contact. 

Having such a profession, we may deceivingly tell ourselves that we are Christians but what 

further proof do we have to support this notion. And once more we assert that Christianity 

consists in much more than Phariseeistic garment of piety that we put on in the company of 

others while in their absence we murder, slander, and derogate them. 

Christianity is the dynamic principle of life that presses within us for a full and rich 

expression. It is like the seed that the farmer plants in the soil and which sprouts through the 

earth to be seen in the beautiful plant or tree. Stately it stands with its face toward the sun, 

weathering the storms of the ages. So the Christian. In him the Holy Spirit of God has laid the 



principle of Jesus’ life. It cannot remain there dormant. It cannot sprout up into a “hypocrite 

tree”. It cannot manifest itself in an outward profession that has no roots. As the seed is sown, so 

the tree grows. In the genuine Christian is sown the seed that must produce a life that manifests 

Jesus. 

Confessing Christians! 

These are the plants found among the human race but spiritually different from the rest. 

They are rooted and built up in Christ. They stand in the midst of the world with their faces 

toward the Light. They marvelously endure the trials of life and, behold, they are not destroyed. 

The confessing Christian is one who is sincerely desirous to break with the world in all its 

vileness (not one who is forced to do so) and strives to walk in good works. He is not ashamed to 

reveal his identity nor to make known that his interests are heavenly. His life is hid with God in 

Christ. His conversation is in heaven. He seeks heavenly things. 

The confessing Christian is one who is blessed with the anointing of Christ and knows it. 

He is aware of his kingly calling and whatever his dominion may be, he seeks to rule it in the 

service of his King. It may be he has only the affairs of his individual life to control or it may be 

over a family domain the Lord places him or that he has a business domain, office in the state, or 

the care of the church. It makes no difference for he rules it in the power of his King, the Christ. 

The confessing Christian reveals himself as God’s priest. With willing heart and ready 

hand he brings his all to Him. Net as Annanias and Sapphira who held back a part and lied to the 

Holy Ghost, but in the awareness that “the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof”, he 

consecrates what is entrusted to him to the service of its Owner. 

No less is the confessing Christian a prophet. He speaks but not as the world speaks with 

cursing and profanity. He speaks but not as the hypocrite with malice and enmity in the heart. 

His speech is seasoned with grace and is purposed to edification. His mouth declares the praises 

of his God and his life is the living word through which his Christianity is professed. Thus does 

the “confessing Christian” live out of faith doing all things according to the command of God 

and to His praise and glory. 

Confessing Christians! Are We? 

The dynamic power of Christian living appears to be much veiled in the youth of our day. 

We do not write this in the spirit of criticism but rather we would encourage you to more 

potently manifest your Christian profession which will be done when the veil is torn away. 

Youth is the period of life characterized by instability and divergence of interests. Being by our 

very nature sinful we need not special inducement or encouragement to hide our profession. We 

don’t as a rule need a special compensation to waste our time with those things which in 

themselves we would not call “sinful” but, nevertheless, have nothing to contribute to our 

Christian profession. We are rather inclined to argue rather vehemently to up hold them that we 

may continue in them. The Divine order “to be separate” must not be too stringently
 
interpreted. 

Confessing Christians, the words of the following poem are food for thought. Let them be 

impressed upon our mind and soul and in the consciousness of them follow the course of our 

Christian living: 
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