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In our pre-marital life which in the complex society of our day is so predominantly 

overtaxed by the energetic striving after selfish interests and pleasures, we may profitably pause 

momentarily and seriously think about a rather important relationship which we, as Covenant 

youth, by virtue of our wonderful calling, sustain toward our God. 

We refer to the fact that we are “stewards of God”. 

Youth obviously is not always deeply conscious of this. Being carefree from parental 

duties and family responsibilities, the period of adolescence is frequently wholly given to the 

seeking and enjoying of what is called a “good time”. The justifying excuse is usually pro-

pounded that there is still plenty of time to “settle down” later. Recreative amusements receive 

the lion share of attention. Money is no obstacle, for as the dollar comes so again it goes, flowing 

like water in abundance. Time is no barrier as our required duties in God’s house demand only 

one or two nights a week and that leaves us plenty of time for diversion. To many a Christian 

parent, the child passing through this stage of life becomes rather problematical. 

The question, however, is, what can and must be done about it? Shall we embrace the 

“worldly amusement” problem (?) and lay down line upon line and precept upon precept until we 

have burdened youth with an intolerable yoke? Or, shall we just sit by and anxiously weep about 

the sad state of affairs while the world monopolizes the youth and utilizes their colossal powers? 

Or, is it advisable to only continue fervently in prayer, hoping that someday youth itself will take 

the initiative toward reformatory practices? 

What to do. . . .that’s the problem! 

Among other things we would suggest that a good antidote for the evil of worldliness 

among the youth is the incessant emphasis of the God-given duties that befall them as 

stewards of the Lord! 

A “steward”, writes Webster, “is one who is charged with the management of domestic 

affairs in a large family or on a large estate”. This, of course, implies the relationship of a master 

and a servant. The former, who is lord of the estate, delegates to the latter the authority to care 

for, to manage and use all that belongs to his estate in the service and interest of the lord and 

master. To his lord the servant is responsible and also accountable. 

Thus we stand toward our God. He is the Lord and Possessor of all the earth. “The earth 

is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein. Every beast of the 

forest is His and the cattle upon a thousand hills.” The authority to manage and develop this 

universal estate of God has been conferred upon man. God is Lord and man is servant. What the 

latter possesses is loaned, to him by the former. To God man is both responsible and ac-

countable. 

For us in our adolescence this truth has a far-reaching practical bearing. How about those 

dollars spent last week on selfish and, perhaps, carnal pleasure! They were not yours. They were 

loaned to you by God. Did you put them into profitable service where they would further 

promote His cause and glory? 

Consider those evenings last week when you should have been in fellowship with the 

children of God in the study of His Word and the activity of His Kingdom and you chose to be 

busy in something else that perhaps completely divorced you from your Master! Whose time 

were you stealing? It, each second of it, is not yours! It is given you that therewith you may serve 



the Giver. 

Remember youth—“It is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (I Cor. 4:2). 

We cannot deal with God with impunity although it may seem from the outward appearance of 

things that we do really get by with a careless and thoughtless life. But we may be sure that our 

sins will find us out, God will unveil every secret of our heart; He will expose every hidden 

motive; and manifest every deed we’ve performed. It is positively imperative that also in our 

youth we live as efficient and faithful stewards of our Lord. 

Life is not a plaything. . . .it is a serious reality every part of which must be accounted 

before the face of God! 

And then. . . .Christian Living? 

Synonymous with Christian Stewardship! Both are humanly impossible. If we live as 

perfect Christians we would be perfect stewards, but the fact is that in our Christian Living we 

but scratch the surface and consequently we are miserably poor managers of the Lord’s estate. 

That is why the whole world is in such a chaotic and hopeless mess. 

Man sinned and departed from the way of Christian life. He allied himself with Satan and 

for the premium of death agreed to manage the Lord’s estate in the devil’s interest. And that is 

what he has been doing all these years. He takes God’s money, industry, creation, natural 

resources, food, clothing, science, invention and all that is God’s and with it he does his very 

best to promote the cause of Satan. 

With that man, you and I, Christians, are allied. That is why it is so much easier (for our 

flesh): to spend ten dollars at an amusement center than to drop one in the offering plate. That is 

why it is not at all difficult to spend a whole afternoon at the ball-park on a hard bench but 

complain when the church services run five or ten minutes over the allotted time. That is why it 

is more interesting to stay home and bury ourselves in “cheap literary trash” than to actively join 

society and diligently study (not read) the Word! 

No doubt it is easier to serve the devil than it is to serve God. That is— it is easier for the 

flesh! 

But is it our stewardship? 

Do not be so hasty to say that a strict adherence to the requirements of stewardship is 

impossible, for though it must be conceded that for the flesh this is true, yet, where man fails 

God provides. God’s gift to us consists in part in the power to serve Him aright. Through Jesus 

and the Spirit given to Him, we receive the stamina of a new life and fortitude against every 

temptation. “As every man has received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 

good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” (I Peter 4:10). 

Yes, that indeed involves us in a battle but then we are soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

are we not, and why then should we shirk from the fighting. Let us go on to perfection. Let us 

struggle to overcome our evil lusts and put away all greed and envy so that we may be content 

with what things we have, employing them in the wonderful service of our King. Put away all 

fleshly desire and seek the Kingdom! 

That is Christian Living! 

And right Stewardship! 

Idealistic thinking?. . . .When we consider ourselves we would think so. When we 

contemplate the pathetic degeneration of the church-going public we are almost convinced. Isn’t 

it after all only a fancy? This we feel until we see the little Gideon’s band fighting valiantly and 

the Daniels maintaining the antithesis regardless of the price. We are then persuaded that by 

God’s grace it is possible to be good stewards. 



Youth. . . .a challenge! Be distinctive! Be faithful! Keep your robes pure white! There is a 

reward in glory for the Christian Steward! 
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