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Several items in the newspaper today could be called very disturbing to one who has been 

building dreams of a better world and greater security. 

One is the decision to build the hydrogen bomb. There can be no question about it that it 

must be built. In the present race for power no nation such as ours can be without such 

“security”. However, the fact; that it must be made is most disturbing. The consequences also 

must be faced. 

Another item in this connection is the statement, “Dr. Harold C. Urey, discoverer of 

heavy hydrogen, urged Congress today to invite the Atlantic democracies to form a federal union 

“immediately” or risk the loss of their support”. 

Still another very disturbing item in this same connection is the arrest of Dr. Klaus Fuchs, 

as a Russian spy in London. This scientist working on the atomic project in this country and 

Canada had access to all the data about the bomb. Drew Pierson writes today that Fuchs also 

knew about the H-bomb, which our scientists tried to produce before they got the A-bomb. The 

British believe, writes Pearson, he gave everything to the Russians. 

All this points to destruction of the world, both the physical world and the inhabitants 

thereof. This destruction of the world is of course not something arbitrary, of blind fate that 

neither God nor man can prevent. We know that man cannot prevent it because he will not walk 

in the way of righteousness. But the living God can if we will. But He has declared in His Word 

what is acceptable to Him, that is, “Then said I, I will not feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and 

that that is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat every one the flesh of another.” 

(Zach. 11:9). 

It may seem that this is the element in Scripture which makes missionary zeal and 

endeavor impossible. For that reason it is ignored and the “other element” as for example II Peter 

3:9: “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is long 

suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance.”—this text is quoted with the emphasis (as one missionary heads his article not 

willing that any should perish) that we should have the universal offer of salvation although not 

universal atonement. 

We must preach the everlasting Gospel that God will have all the weary and heavy laden 

come to Him and that He is not willing that any of those who are such should not come to Him. 

All that come to Him He will in no wise cast out. 

The text of Peter should be read as it stands in the Bible and not the paraphrase as men 

give it. Men often just quote a part of the Bible and lose the eternal import and comfort of it. 

First we must read that the Lord is not slack concerning His promise, . . . .but is long- suffering 

to us-ward. This demands the answer to the question, what is the promise. The promise is 

salvation for all that believe. Then the text emphasizes to “us-ward”. That means all of us be-

lievers. The expression in the following phrase, “not willing that any should perish” definitely 

therefore can only refer to the same “us-ward”, the believers. 

This does not diminish our missionary zeal. We believe that we should preach the 

particular gospel to everyone. And we believe that the Lord will cause to come to Him all that 

the Father gave Him. That gives us the inspiration and comfort in all our work as it also gave the 

comfort to Jesus in His ministry. 
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