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Just after the Christmas season a question was received by this department the gist of 

which is: 

 

“How can Christian people justify themselves in the manner in which they 

observe Christmas, namely, by means of exchanging material gifts and displaying 

Christmas trees in their homes.” 

A fine letter of information, which also sheds much light on the above mentioned 

problem, accompanied the question. The letter was occasioned by the quite general practice in 

our Christian homes touched upon in the above question. Besides, the question is from parents 

who themselves condemn such practice and who never have had a Christmas tree in their house, 

and who very sparingly exchange gifts at the occasion of Christmas, but who also find it very 

difficult to maintain their position because of the desire of their growing children who observe 

the general practice in the homes of other Christians. The question of the children is, of course, 

why can others exchange gifts and have a nice Christmas tree and why not they? After all if a 

great share of our own church people follow the above mentioned practices there can’t be 

anything wrong with them, can there? 

In answering the question I want to state first of all that I can sympathize with the parents 

who bring up this question and who are dealing here with an actual problem for their own 

conscience, and in their own home. 

Furthermore, the accompanying letter is of such a nature that there is enough "food for 

thought” to make it possible to write two or three articles on this subject. However that is not the 

purpose of this column and, hence, my reply must be brief and will necessarily be incomplete. It 

seems to me this is a nice subject to write on for Rev. G. Vanden Berg in his column of 

“Christian Living”. Gladly will I forward the letter to him and he might want to write a few 

articles on it during the latter part of this year toward Christmas time. (Naturally, the names of 

the parties who ask the question will not be divulged). 

In the third place, personally I have no scruples about having a Christmas tree in the 

home. On the other hand I have the greatest respect for those who conscientiously object to such 

a practice. And I would not call such people “narrow minded”, as is often done. 

And now a few general remarks. We are dealing here with a problem which is intimately 

related to the practice of a commercialized, worldly, superficial celebration of Christmas, so 

general in our day and age. The Christmas story and the Christ-child are virtually buried
 
under 

Christmas tinsels, packages, trees, and what have you. The real meaning of Christmas is 

obscured, camouflaged, denied, and Santa Claus replaces Christ. Besides, the great gift of God is 

but all too much forgotten and the gifts of man to God (?) or men to each other is emphasized. 

That’s the kind of world we live in. And that world creeps into the Church. And there certainly is 

great danger that we go along but all too often in copying the world and in becoming worldly-

minded, losing our peculiar identity and distinctiveness. Hence: if you ask me: “Can these 

practices be used in the right manner so that they help us celebrate Christmas in a more spiritual 

way, fixing our spiritual eye upon the birth of the Saviour?”, my answer is: “No, I cannot see 

how they in any way can contribute toward a more spiritual celebration of Christmas.” I can see 

danger here but no advantages. Still, I have no objection to exchanging gifts or having a 



Christmas tree in our home. If you can do without it, fine. If we could do away with the practice 

altogether we would not miss anything essential but we might be saved the temptation of idol 

worship. But I would leave the question under discussion up to everybody’s conscience. 

However, I would say this: 

1. Let our Christmas celebration be spiritual. Remember the great gift of God. (In this 

connection it might also be well if you read once again the fine article of the Rev. G. Vanden 

Berg on “Christian Living” in the December, 1949 issue of Beacon Lights). No tree and no gifts 

is in itself negative. If we are spiritually minded we will emphasize the spiritual aspect of 

Christmas in our homes, to our children, in our attitude, speech, action, etc. And I am afraid we 

often fall too much short on this score, also in our homes. 

2. As parents we must let our children feel that this entire custom of gift exchange, 

Christmas trees, etc, has nothing to do with true Christmas celebration. The more excited we 

parents are about this business of Christmas shopping, trees, gifts, etc., the more intensely ex-

cited we make our children. They are bad enough already because of the kind of a world they 

live in, and because of all the hullabaloo they see and hear during the Christmas season. 

3. We should insist that our children do not neglect their school work, catechism work, 

etc., during this time. (This is often the case, and that in itself is a symptom as to how much the 

worldly Christmas spirit has hold of them). We as parents have a tremendous responsibility here 

in emphasizing and living the spiritual things. And, again, I fear that there is much room for im-

provement here. 

4. For the above reasons I would also strongly advise that we never have our gift-

exchange on Christmas day. It’s the wrong emphasis and the wrong preparation for church 

service, it has a tendency to mix things that are wholly and totally different. 

But, you may say: “Why then have exchange of gifts and why allow Christmas trees at 

all?” Not to have the above does not solve the problem because that is negative and because we 

do not live and cannot live in literal isolation or run away from the actual world in which we live 

with our children. But it certainly is our calling to lead, direct and guide the thoughts of our 

children in the proper channels, and we should in every way emphasize the true meaning of 

Christmas, not that which is incidental and of no essential significance at all. The richest 

Christmas celebration is there where the Christ is worshipped. 

Yes, indeed, it is difficult to teach our children the true meaning of Christmas in the kind 

of “Christian” world in which we live. And it cannot be denied that we but all too often copy the 

world in its various practices! However, mere negative opposition is no solution to any of our 

problems. We must maintain our spiritual isolation and our spiritual distinctiveness by living as a 

spiritually minded people of the Lord our God. 

Much more could be said about this matter, as also about the foolish and wreckless 

spending by many “Christian” people during the Christmas season, but let the above suffice for 

the time being. And here’s hoping that the subject touched upon may receive further attention by 

other writers in the columns of our magazine. 

Thank you for the following encouraging compliment for Beacon Lights: “We wish to 

say we enjoy Beacon Lights very much and that it brings to its readers much instructive reading.” 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

“How can Christian business men be co-sponsors of a Santa Claus who gives out 

candy to the kiddies? And if it is wrong for them, isn’t it also wrong for us to send 



our children to Santa Claus to get the candy?” 

My reply is: I sometimes wonder myself how Christian business men can be co-sponsors 

of so many things with other worldly business men. I can see their difficulty and appreciate their 

position, but whether it is always justifiable is a different question. Perhaps one of our business 

men would like to give us a little light on this subject and state his point of view. 

 No, I would not encourage my children to go after the candy Santa Claus has to offer. 

Although there is nothing wrong with the candy as such, but my point is: the further we can get 

them away from the Santa Claus idea and all the practices connected with it, the better. All the 

more so because Santa Claus and Christmas are identified in our country. Give your children a 

bag of candy and don’t encourage them to go to Santa Claus for it. Santa Claus may be a “jolly 

good fellow” as the world teaches their children, he is rapidly becoming an abominable figure 

crowding the Christ-child out of the minds and thoughts of our children. The devil tries in many 

ways to draw out attention and that of our children away from the Christ of Bethlehem. Let us 

beware of the tactics of the evil one.  

SCHUILER. 
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