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In the course of the next few weeks you can expect to
;
 hear that the consistories of the 

Protestant Reformed churches in various areas will hold a formal observance of the twenty-fifth 

anniversary of the founding of our churches. This is indeed fitting and proper and we look for the 

interest of the young people of our churches in a matter such as this. 

The past twenty-five years really is a significant period for our churches. Known to all of 

us is the fact that during this period all of our Protestant Reformed churches were called into 

being. During this period our parents were given the responsibility to support and reaffirm their 

confession of the Reformed faith.. 

A vast change has come over the life of our churches during this era. This period started 

out in a wave of controversy concerning fundamental doctrines of our Reformed faith. Much of 

the material published at that time was written in the Dutch language and to a certain extent is 

lost to this generation. The rapid transition of our families from Dutch parents to American 

citizens of Dutch ancestry and the subsequent abandonment of the Dutch language has its 

implications for us. 

First of all it means that we are in a very unique position. We, the children of our parents 

who carried the brunt of the struggle in the early years of our churches, find that we have been 

almost completely cut loose from the culture and religious development of the Netherlands and 

we find ourselves living in a culture rooted in England and American society. 

We feel that it is not amiss to point out that in this situation we must avoid the pitfalls of 

forgetting the heritage of our fathers. There were generations in Israel during the Old Testament 

period who did forget the work and teachings of their fathers. During the New Testament era the 

history of the church often followed the same course. May we take heed to the lessons of history 

and seek the truth of the Reformed faith with sincere hearts and with clear minds dedicated only 

to the current teaching of Scripture that God is God and that all His creatures do His bidding and 

that He loves His own chosen people by saving them through the death and resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
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