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LESSON LII. 

The Little Whiles 

(John 16:16-24) 

 

Sorrow and Joy, vss. 16-22: 

The return of Jesus to His Sender brings such an advantage to the disciples (vs. 7) in the 

coming and work of the Comforter that joy instead of great sorrow should fill their hearts. This 

the Lord told the disciples in the previous words, but continues to do so here by assuring them 

that He will be gone only for a little while. For a little while they will still behold Him, then for a 

little while He will be gone, and they then shall see Him again. Hence, the separation is to be 

short. 

The disciples, having listened silently since Judas spoke, ch. 14:22, now cannot keep still 

regarding this “little while”. Very likely some got together and discussed this matter, perhaps in 

a low tone. The whole thing seems to be a puzzle to them. First, they will see Him only for a 

little while anymore. Then, He will be gone only for a little while. Wouldn’t this be a period of 

long duration? And what does it mean that He says: Because I go to the Father? It’s all too deep 

for them. 

Jesus naturally knew what was astir in their hearts. He will answer them, vss. 20-22. First 

of all; He begins with another amen, amen, denoting authority, but also certainty regarding what 

He says. In a little while the disciples will sob, with loud, unrestrained weeping. So according to 

the Greek. Their beloved Master will suffer at the hands of the wicked rulers and die a 

malefactor’s death. And this deep sorrow will be contrasted by the great joy of the world. This 

will cut them to the heart. And this will take place in a little while. In fact it was only a matter of 

hours anymore; it was now the night before Good Friday. 

But things will take a change, a radical one. They will also have great joy. For a 

comparison Jesus uses as an example a mother’s attitude and reaction in giving birth to a child. 

First pain and sorrow, then great joy. Now the point is, not merely that the joy follows the 

sorrow, but that the very thing that caused that grief shall turn into joy. The one event will plunge 

them into grief and then lift them into great joy. So it shall be with the disciples, a little while and 

that great sorrow will fill their hearts, but after, that they will experience that blessed joy, in 

connection with the same thing. 

The question arises what Jesus has in mind when He speaks of seeing Him again after 

that second little while. Does it refer to the days after the resurrection, or to the Pentecost, or to 

the final return of Christ? The latter is definitely out of consideration since this is definitely more 

than a little while. Neither can it be the resurrection since then the disciples didn’t see Jesus yet 

as He really was. They still didn’t understand. Neither was their true joy yet at this time. Notice 

their request for the restoration of the kingdom with His ascension. Therefore it must refer to 

Pentecost, when He will return to them in the Spirit. This interpretation is also corroborated by 

the context and the subsequent words which speak of the Comforter. Hence, in the Spirit they 

shall see Him as He is, and being filled with Him they shall understand the cross, and be filled 

with joy on account of it. 

Questions: Why did the disciples fail to understand the cross at that time? How does the 



world understand the cross? 

 

How they will receive that joy, vss. 23-24: 

How? Through Christ, of course, but in the way of prayer. 

But how must we understand vs. 23? Does it mean that the disciples won’t pray? Of 

course not. It means that regarding the knowledge of the truth they will have special, need, as 

was the case up to this time. The Spirit of truth will guide them into ail truth. They wall not 

enquire as Peter and John did in 13:24; as Peter alone did in 13:26; as Thomas did in 14:5, etc. 

This does not mean that now the disciples became omniscient; no, in re the significance of the 

Christ they no longer lacked understanding. But there would still be many other things dark to 

them, and they would still have multiple needs from day to day. 

For these they must keep on praying, in Jesus’ name. Up till now they had failed to do 

this. They had prayed as all true Jews prayed, in connection with the name of God as it was 

known to them from the Old Testament. Their prayers had been typically Old Testament prayers, 

in connection with the promises, etc. But now the fulfillment is come, Jesus Christ. In His name 

they must now pray. This they must continue to do and their joy shall be fulfilled. 

To understand these words we must notice two things: 1. That they must pray to receive 

the gifts of the Spirit and this joy. This shows the tremendous importance of prayer. Therefore 

Scripture also speaks of it time and again. 2. That they must pray in the name of Jesus. This 

means first of all that we pray only in connection with His entire revelation of the Father. We 

must pray only on the basis of His work. We must pray in the consciousness that all is in Jesus 

and He is our only hope and salvation. Such prayers the Father will answer in His name, which 

means that He will do so by virtue of His name, and by its power due to the work of Christ on 

earth. 

 Questions: Do we pray enough? What is often wrong with our prayers? Can we say 

that the Lord blesses us because we pray? Can we receive the Holy Spirit if we do not pray? Isn’t 

this a condition?  Do we experience the joy of which Jesus here speaks? 

 

LESSON LIII. 

In Anticipation Of The Day Of Victory 

(John 16:25-33) 

 

Prayer in that Day, vss. 25-28: 

The expression “these things” refers to all that Jesus has said and done. It refers to all that 

pertains to the Father, His entire mission, His return to the Father, and what He will do then. All 

these things Jesus spoke in proverbs, i.e., in veiled utterances or forms of speech, the opposite of 

plain language. All that Jesus said, even when He spoke as literally as possible, was veiled, even 

though the disciples thought it was so clear. But later, in that day, the day of Pentecost, then He 

will make it very plain to them. Then they will understand all these things. Such will be the work 

of the Spirit. In other words, then they will fully understand the Saviour, as the one in whom is 

all our salvation. Consequently they will believe in Him, and in all their prayers seek it only in 

Him, in His name. 

Therefore Jesus says that He will no longer pray the Father for them. This does not mean 

that Jesus won’t intercede for His people, for this He will do for the continued efficacy; of the 

atonement on behalf of His people. But He will no longer pray for them, in their stead, as He has 

done in the past. Cf. ch. 14:16, for an example. The disciples, and all the believers, will now, 



themselves ask the Father, through Christ the complete Saviour. Through Christ they will be 

united to the Father, love Him and seek their all in Him. The result will He that through the 

finished work of the Saviour the Father will indeed answer their prayers for He loves them that 

pray in the name of Jesus. To state the matter in simple language we can say: 1. Christ becomes 

the complete Saviour, through His death, resurrection and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 2. 

By this Spirit the believers will out of love seek the throne of God, in the name of this Jesus. 3. 

The Father will answer such prayers because such prayers (in Christ) are pleasing to Him. The 

conclusion of the matter is this: In that day (Pentecost) He will be the full and complete Saviour 

of His people. Notice how Jesus time and again emphasizes the significance of that Day. 

 

The Reaction of the Disciples, vss. 29-32: 

Notice first of all what their reaction is at this time. To the above words they all (formerly 

individuals spoke) respond by saying that now Jesus speaks plainly. On three things they are 

unanimous: the way in which Jesus now speaks, the wonder of His knowledge, and the support 

this gives their faith on the vital point regarding Jesus. They feel that already now He is using the 

openness of speech He has promised for the future day. And yet they do not realize the full 

measure of what Jesus had in mind in vs. 25. This they will not realize until that day has come. 

However, in the very near future there will be a different reaction. Therefore Jesus speaks 

as He does in vss, 31, 32. The horror of that hour will far surpass their darkest forebodings of it. 

They believe, yes, but in that hour faith will be shaken to its foundations. That hour has already 

come for the powers of darkness were working feverishly at this very moment. Judas has already 

left them, and the multitude soon to appear in Gethsemane is now being gathered together. And 

the disciples will all be scattered. Not merely will each one flee to his own place but they will all 

seek their own things again, pursue their own interests, as they had done before Jesus had called 

them. Jesus will be left alone, and yet He will not be alone. The Father will be with Him. 

Questions: Why did the disciples so leave Jesus? Were they cowards? Must we conclude 

from this that they as yet had no faith in Jesus, vs. 31? 

 

Purpose of all these words of Jesus, vs. 33: 

Why does Jesus speak all these words? In order that they may have peace, peace with 

God. We have peace with Him when all is well between Him and us. 

It is the peace of the saint, the peace of heaven. The opposite of peace in the soul is strife, unrest, 

anguish and fear. But these must not be found with them; they must be courageous, untroubled 

and unafraid. Also when they, must endure is tribulations and afflictions which will surely come. 

But always must they look at Jesus, believe in Him, cling to Him, for He has overcome the 

world. Be afraid of a foe who already has been crushed and conquered? Faith in Him says: 

Never. Notice how Jesus here always speaks as the victor. 

Questions: Is the expression “in the world ye shall have tribulation” meant only for the 

disciples or for all believers  If the latter is true, how is it experienced today? Are the saints very 

often “of good cheer” in the midst of such tribulations? In which way only is this possible? 

 

LESSON LIV. 

Jesus’ High-Priestly Prayer 

(John 17:1-20) 

 

His Prayer Concerning Himself, vss. 1-5: 



The parting discourses to the disciples are finished, and that with the words, giving 

assurance of victory: I have overcome the world. But now before Jesus goes forth into this dark 

night, as He sees before Him His disciples who will soon leave Him, and the whole future of His 

work, His communion with the Father impels Him to pray. And He prays aloud; it is also a long 

prayer. “Its serenity, majesty and its authority befit only the heart and lips of Him who is the Son 

of God. Before this prayer all our prayers fade like tapers in the sun”. (Lenski). First of all we 

must note that Jesus preparing Himself for threatening sacrifice, as God’s appointed priest. In 

that light we must view this entire chapter. Therefore it is called Jesus’ high priestly prayer. 

The goal of His work is the glory of God, vs. 1. He wants to be glorified, through the way 

of the cross, death, ascension, etc., in order that through this exaltation He may glorify the 

Father. But the Son can and shall be glorified only through His saved church. Therefore the 

Father has given Him power over all flesh, hence also over the devil, in our flesh in order that He 

might give eternal life unto them. Christ in this way will conquer the devil, the world and our 

sinful flesh and translate us into the kingdom of God, in which we shall forever know God 

through Him. So Christ shall be glorified and God through Christ. The work on earth necessary 

for this glory has been completed (Jesus speaks as if it now already is finished); therefore He 

again prays for this glory in vs. 5. One important question arises here: what does Jesus mean 

with the glory which He had before the world was? Different explanations are given, but we 

believe that it refers to the glory which God gave Christ in His counsel, as the firstborn of all 

creatures, and the Lord of lords. 

Questions: Can we say that John 17:3 is a definition of eternal life? Can we according to 

vs. 4 conclude that Jesus had much more work on earth than dying on the cross? 

 

Jesus prays for His disciples, vss. 6-19: 

A marvelous prayer it is. It is an utterance of profound love, showing how He is really 

also wrapped up in the work of the disciples. But having given them His Word He now places 

them in the hand of His heavenly Father. His concern and care show His amazing love and 

mercy for them. In the vss. 6-10 He motivates His prayer for them. 

And what is that motive? First of all that they have kept the Word of God which He has 

given them. They even know that He is of the Father. They believe that all He has given them is 

of the Father. From the; very beginning they already believed in Him, but the longer they 

sojourned with Him the more they realized that everything about Him was from the Father. 

Notice how the Church must know. She must know Him in all His blessedness and glory. 3. 

Unto that Jesus is the servant of the Lord. He makes unto her all that is in the Father, through His 

work. 4. For the realization of all this, i.e., knowing the Father through the keeping of His Word, 

Jesus here appears as the praying High- Priest. May God keep them (Jesus’ sheep) for His own 

glory through the glory of the Son. 

Questions: To what does the word “them” in verse 9 refer? Can it also refer to all the 

believers? May we in the light of these words pray for the world? For America? For any wicked 

men? What comfort can the disciples derive from this prayer for them.  

 

LESSON LV. 

Jesus’ High-Priestly Prayer continued 

(John 17:20-26)  

 

Jesus prays for all His people. 



The previous verses refer directly to the eleven, yet in the nature of the case they must 

also reach farther. The eleven sent into the world as the apostles, will not be sent in vain. 

Whatever opposition they encounter, their work will succeed. Sanctified and enabled by God, 

they will bring thousands to faith. Hence the prayer expands. Not concerning these alone, etc., 

vs. 20. Jesus therefore now prays for all the believers who become such through the Word 

brought by the apostles. This naturally includes the believers of our day 

But what does He pray for? That all the believing ones, including the apostles, may be 

one, one in love, faith, aim, etc. They must be one body exercising the communion of the saints. 

This unity must be correspondent as to its original type to the reciprocal fellowship between the 

Father and the Son. By Father and Son are not meant the two persons of the Trinity, but the 

Triune God as Father and Christ the Mediator, being God and man. Between Christ and the 

Father there is intimate fellowship. The Father is in Christ and Christ is in the Father. Of that 

unity our unity must be am analogy. This certainly shows the tremendous calling of the church of 

Christ in the midst of the world. What a comparison! It also goes to show the tremendous 

importance of the unity of the church, loving one another. However, Jesus also teaches how this 

can be done. “I in them” is the answer. In other words the church experiences and exercises that 

communion only when she is in Christ and Christ in her. So the church is one through Christ in 

the Father. Or, to invert the order, it is from God, through Christ, in His people. 

Vs. 22 tells us how this is possible, namely through partaking of the glory of Christ. By 

this glory is meant His inheritance, the Spirit of God, and the life that He receives of God. These 

He gives unto His people whereby they are enabled and made willing to be one, in word and 

deed. 

And the purpose of this unity is that the world may know that God did send Jesus. Here 

we have the highest goal of Jesus' work on earth, namely, that all men may know (the wicked 

and the righteous each in their own way) that Jesus was sent of the Father. Again John ends in 

His theme—The Word made flesh. 

The question is how the world can see this in the church? The idea is that in the unity of 

the church (people who by nature are haters of God and man) the world must see the power of 

the almighty love of God working in the hearts of men through Jesus Christ. This surely shows 

what effect such communion can have upon the world, but also what the world thinks when the 

opposite is true. Also what the world thinks of Jesus and of His Father when men do not manifest 

this unity. Then God is humiliated in the eyes of men. And this is terrible. 

This intimate union with Christ and the Father will be perfectly realized after while in the 

Parousia, the second coming of Christ. Therefore Christ wills this, praying that they may be with 

Him in heaven, beholding His glory. 

In the last two verses, which are the conclusion of the entire prayer, Jesus appeals to the 

righteousness of the Father. In that righteousness His request will certainly be granted. Why? 

Because He has completed Hs mission of first of all making known to them the Father, who He 

knew perfectly Himself. Through this declaration of the Father unto them they receive this love 

of God in their hearts. And the result is that this love of one another in Christ Jesus will be 

realized. This is; Christ’s work. Therefore, “O righteous Father, hear me”, says Jesus. 

This prayer is being answered every day, and will be answered fully in the day of days 

when all the saints will be one in Christ unto the glory of the Father. 

Questions: Does the world see much of this oneness in the church? Is the world to be 

justified in its criticism of this lack of unity? Often the world gives this as an excuse for not 

joining the church. Is this right? What is the cause of such little unity and love among the 



brethren, according to these words of Jesus? 
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