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Communist China? 

Shall we recognize Communist China is an important matter for our government at this 

time. 

Other governments have done so. Great Britain because of her valuable possessions and 

capital investment in China has decided to recognize China’s Communist government. 

This column has repeatedly pointed to the danger of Asia. Now this danger is much 

closer than we imagined. 

The Republican party is considering making an issue of the present administration’s 

failure with this question. Some of the Republican leaders together with military experts claim 

that we should prepare to defend Formosa. This implies that we take a stand over against the 

Communist leaders of China and say no further encroachments or there will be war. 

I am not able to give an expert opinion about recognition of a country. But it seems 

evident that there can be no objections to the recognition of a Communistic government if we 

have taken the course in the past to recognize Soviet Russia. If we take the stand that the present 

rule in China is not the rightful government we are faced with the problem of the corrupt 

Nationalist government for one thing, and then we are also faced with the problem of whether it 

is our business to enter into another nation’s internal affairs. 

However, it may be that we ought or ought not to recognize the present government, we 

ought to insist on the promises and pledges made by China to us in the past. Any government 

ought to be held to the commitments that have been made by its nation, if reasonable. 

If we do take a firm stand, it can be observed that in the present situation, in which Russia 

is influencing the Chinese government, we shall face trouble. 

There is more at stake than China. All Asia is at stake. 

 

The Half Century Mark! 

It probably is a bit late to make such reflections about the half century that is past. At 

least it will seem that way when you read this sometime in February. However, I am writing 

about this in the first week of January and the half century mark that we are reading about in the 

papers is worthy of the notice of all of our young people. 

I believe it should be worth our effort to try to recall some of the major events that have 

taken place in the past fifty years. At least we can consult our parents and leaders who have lived 

through these years and discuss with them the many changes in every field of endeavor and life. 

The industrial changes have affected our economic and social life without a question. 

Always we should be concerned about the Church. That the Church has been affected by 

all these changes in our way of living is evident even to the youthful observer. It would be 

interesting to try to recall the movements that have arisen in the Church and especially our 

Reformed Churches. Our Reformed Churches are never beyond the influence of the heresies that 

ruin the Church at large. Some time or other heresies enter in some form into our Church life. 

Many of these movements are the result of the unrest and fear that fills the masses. There is a 

search for some “comfort” and false prophets arise with their philosophy of peace of mind and 

soul. There is the feverish activity of the “haves” to engage in church activity to soothe their 

conscience. Is there and has there been a return to the Word of God? 



In the past half century, at the quarter mark, there was a most interesting and from our 

point of view deplorable break in the little Reformed group in America which was seeking to be 

true to the reformation principles of the Afscheiding and the Doleantie of the Netherlands. The 

Christian Reformed Church suffered its major break in 1924. Now at the half century mark we 

also are talking of making some kind of celebration of our separation from the Christian 

Reformed Church. The date of the signing of the Act of Agreement, March 6, has been suggested 

as the time to remember this separation. 

We should ask ourselves the pointed question, What has God done for us in this 

separation? What are we joyful about? Is there anything that grieves us about this? Are we 

convinced in our mind before God that we confess the Reformed faith and the truth of Scripture? 

Do we realize our calling for the future in the next quarter and half century in the time in which 

we live? 
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