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“Can we conclude from any Bible references when the angels were created and when the evil 

angels fell?” 

In answer to the first question as to the time when, the angels were created, it must be 

stated at the outset that Scripture does not give us any definite information as to when the angels 

were created. The existence of angels is presupposed in the Scriptures, rather than asserted; for 

although the Word of God abounds with references to the angels, the creation narrative of 

Genesis 1 does not mention the creation of the angels at all. The Scripture, in its history of 

creation, does not inform us as to the creation of angels, must be explained from the fact that the 

viewpoint of Genesis 1 is earthy, not heavenly. It mentions no other works of God than such as 

are visible to the human eye. 

This has led some to believe that the angels existed prior to creation, and they especially 

base their contention on Job 38:7: “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 

God shouted  for joy.” In the context here the Lord is speaking to Job of the creation of the earth, 

and asks him the question: “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth. . . .when 

the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” However this may be, 

fact is that the angels are also creatures, created after the “beginning” of Gen. 1, for Scripture 

emphasizes that in six days Gods created the heaven and the earth, and all that they contain. “By 

the Word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the host, of them by the breath of his 

mouth.” Psalm 33:6. 

Personally, I am inclined to agree with the Rev. H. Hoeksema, that the angels were 

created on the sixth day, together with man. His reason for this is that the angels belong to the 

class of rational-moral creatures, that are adapted to know and serve God consciously. He writes 

“If we interpret Genesis 1:1 as having reference to the creation of the unformed, dark chaos, we 

find, that in the rest of the creative acts the Most High gradually brings that created chaos nearer 

to himself, until in man the world has conscious communion with Him. If we apply this process 

of a gradually ascending scale also to the formation of heaven, the evidence would be in favor of 

the view, that like man, the angels were created on the sixth day.” And whereas, unlike man, the 

entire heavenly hosts were created at one time, the Lord could indeed say unto Job, “Where wast 

thou when I laid the foundations of the earth. . . .when, all the sons of God shouted for joy.” 

In answer to the question as to the time that the evil angels fell, we cannot say with 

certainty. I am sure, however that it must have occurred after the first sabbath of creation. In the 

last verse of Genesis 1 we read that “God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was 

very good”. Certain it is that at this time the angels had not yet fallen, for then God could not 

have beheld all things that He had made, and say that it was very good. It must have occurred 

soon after, for man’s stay in Paradise must have been of brief duration. 

 

Another questioner asks: “Why did angels never take on appearances of women, but always of 

men in Bible times?” 

Angels are spirits and are therefore invisible. When they appear to men on earth they are 

given human forms in order to become visible. Sometimes this form was attended with heavenly 

glory, although this was not always the case. They are even referred to as “men” as in Gen. 18:2, 

16, 22; and Gen. 19:5. When they appear, they speak, walk, touch men (1 Kings 19:5), take hold 



of them by the hand (Gen. 19:16), and also eat with them (Gen. 18:8). Now the question is, why 

did they never take on the appearances of women, instead of always appearing as men. If we 

remember that the angels are ministering spirits in the service of God, and that God forbids 

women from ministering in the Church, which is the house of God, (I Cor. 14:34, 35), then it 

must be evident why the angels, when they appear in human form, never appear in the form of 

women, but always in the form of men. 
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