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In view of the recent plentiful harvest and our present storage of surplus commodities in 

the United States, it seems strange to speak of a food problem. Such is the case however, as is 

evident from the commissions which are appointed to deal with this problem. 

Last Saturday evening I listened over the radio to a group of reporters quiz Mr. Dodd, 

chairman of the international board to deal with the problem of food distribution. He told them 

something of the situation which we face as a nation and of his plan to solve the problem. 

What is the situation? 

Mr. Dodd pointed out that two thirds of the people of the world are not getting an 

adequate diet. The amount of food produced in the world today has not diminished since about 

ten years ago, but the population has increased considerably. The inadequate diet of so many 

people is caused by the lack of proper distribution. He cited the example of India. From personal 

observation in Calcutta he saw that the ration there was only rice in an amount equivalent to a 

half loaf of bread a day! There are other nations in the world, too, who are forced to live on a 

limited diet. This inadequate diet is due to the in ability of some to produce enough variety from 

their own soil and their further inability to buy from other nations which do have sufficient 

amount and variety to supply them. As a case in point he mentioned Europe which used to 

import much dried fruit from the west coast. 

From the last example Mr. Dodd showed that the food problem of Europe became a very 

grave financial problem for the fruit growers on the west coast. I saw his point immediately, for 

this last summer while traveling along the "west coast we were struck by the appeals that were 

made over the radio to have people in different communities come to pick the fruit free so that it 

would not go to waste. Others also who are well acquainted with the farm problems reported 

many fruit growers suffering a great loss this past season because of their inability to unload their 

fruit. This condition prevails where there is no government subsidy for farm products. Even with 

the government buying and storing surplus farm products; there remains a serious problem for 

our nation. I read that in Iowa the crop of last year is still untouched and the problem is what to 

do with this year’s crop. 

The food situation of the world therefore becomes the grave concern of our government 

and people. 

Now Mr. Dodd had a plan whereby a board or clearing house would be set up to enable 

nations to buy food and to exchange their products for other things that they need. His plan was 

favorable to the farmer and was very convincingly presented. Mr. Dodd is a wheat farmer and his 

conversation had that characteristic appeal that one finds in a farmer. Farmers often know what 

they want in politics and religion. Their plans often are characterized by that simplicity and logic 

that defy contradiction. Probably their close observation of God's ways in nature gives them that 

perspective to observe the natural way and to think clearly. 

Would it be the Christian way to give of our wealth to the have-not nations? I think not. 

What do you think? 

Did Joseph propose to give the surplus of Egypt to their own people and to those outside 

their nation? To give as a dole ruins the economic structure of a country and spoils those to 

whom it is given. Many of the compensation schemes in our own country will bring us to ruin 

because the principle is the dole. 



To be sure the question of fair trade enters in and that is where the problem is solved in 

justice and wisdom. 

When we listen to the solutions of men who seemingly have a perfect plan we still are 

left with the impression that the problems will become more acute and we are headed for a 

maladjustment such as we have never seen before. 

 God is concerned in all these things. The Lord not only causes to grow and gives the 

increase, He also gives wisdom and withholds it so that the blindness of men may become 

evident. The Lord desires righteousness and judgment above all else. He gives His righteousness 

to His people in Christ. Without that righteousness there is only the expectation of judgment and 

wrath. The world today with its plentiful harvests and its contrasting want gives us a picture of 

the preparation of God for His final judgment. 
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