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A reader asks. "In the Lord’s Prayer is it more correct to say: ‘Lead us not into temptation; but 

deliver us from the evil one', instead of saying—‘deliver us from evil’?” 

 

This question is undoubtedly occasioned by the fact that there is a difference between the 

rendition of the Authorized Version, and the Revised Version of the New Testament. The 

Authorized Version translates ‘but deliver us from evil’, while in the Revised Version we read 

‘but deliver us from the evil one’. As far as the form of the original word for ‘evil’ in this prayer 

is concerned, it may be either, or, neuter or masculine. In the former case it would not merely 

mean ‘evil’ in general, but according to the New Testament meaning of this word it would mean 

‘moral wickedness’. However, in view of the fact that this word in the original is preceded by the 

definite article (the), and that this same word in many other passages in the New Testament very 

definitely refers to the devil, it is better to prefer the masculine, and translate this word as ‘the 

evil one’ meaning the devil. This is certainly the meaning in Matthew 13:19 where this same 

word is used in the original as in the Lord’s prayer “When anyone heareth the Word of the 

kingdom and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which is 

sown in his heart”. In the following passages the same word occurs, with clear reference to the 

devil; Matt. 5:37; John 17:15; I John 3:12. Essentially, however, it makes little difference 

whether we pray, ‘deliver us from evil’, or ‘from the evil one’. Satan himself is indeed the enemy 

that lies in wait for our life; but sin and evil are the weapons with which he seeks our destruction. 

Hence the prayer ‘but deliver us from the evil one’ is a petition to be delivered from his power, 

his snares, his arts, his temptations. He is the father of all evil, and to be delivered from him is 

the earnest desire of every child of God. For a further study on this question I would refer you to 

the splendid explanation of this question, as found on page 102 of “In the Sanctuary” by the Rev. 

H. Hoeksema. 

* * * * 

“Were Zacharias and Elizabeth praying for the promised seed when they prayed for a son? If so, 

didn’t they know that the Messiah was to be born out of the tribe of Judah?” 

 

In the first chapter of Luke we read of Zacharias and Elizabeth that they had no child, 

because that Elizabeth was barren; and that both were well stricken in, years. Humanly speaking, 

childbirth was for them impossible. And then we read that an angel appeared unto Zacharias, as 

he was ministering in the temple, saying, “Fear not Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard: and thy 

wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.” Now the question is, 

were Zacharias and Elizabeth praying for the promised seed when they prayed for a son? This 

question must be answered very emphatically in the affirmative. They were indeed praying for 

the promised seed. Every God-fearing parent, both of the Old and New Testament longs to bring 

forth the seed of the covenant, the children of the promise. Therefore God-fearing parents, such 

as Zacharias and Elizabeth, looked upon barrenness as a great affliction, and earnestly pray for 

the blessing of children. No, not as though God-fearing parents can bring forth the promised seed 

of the covenant, for they confess that they and their children are born and conceived in sin, but 

they bring forth children in faith, in view of the promise of God, “I will be thy God, and the God 

of thy seed after thee, in their generations, to be a God unto thee and unto thy seed after thee.” 



The second question, “If Zacharias and Elizabeth were praying for the promised seed, 

didn’t they know that the Messiah was to be born; out of the tribe of Judah?” seems to go out 

from the supposition that the promised seed is Christ to the exclusion of all else. This supposition 

is wrong. Indeed Scripture teaches us that essentially the promised seed is Christ; Gal. 3:16: 

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 

but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Not Christ to the exclusion of all others, 

however, but in Christ are included all the elect, all those given him by the Father. The Heir of 

the promise is Christ, and we receive the promise through faith in Him, even as the apostle Paul 

says, “And if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” Hence I would 

answer the question that even though Zacharias and Elizabeth knew that the Messiah was to be 

born out of the tribe of Judah, nevertheless they, and all God-fearing parents, may and do pray 

for the privilege of bringing forth children, who, together with Christ, are heirs of the promise of 

salvation. 
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