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LESSON XLVIII. 

Jesus, The True Vine 

(John 15:1-8) 

 

After rising from the Passover Supper, and while still in the upper room, Jesus utters His 

last words to His disciples. He will speak of the disciples as they will fare after His death, but 

first of their connection with Him. That we have in the words of this lesson. 

Since these eight verses convey to us one thought it is well to read them all before we 

begin with the discussion. 

 

The Vine and the Branches: 

First of all we read that Christ is the vine, which means that in Him only the fully reality 

of a vine is found. All the millions of earthy vines are only pictures of Him. All of the earthy is a 

picture of the heavenly. God, of course, is the husbandman. Then there are also the branches. 

These naturally represent God’s people, the believers. They are those grafted into Christ by a 

living faith. In other words, the branches are the Church of Christ. She it is that is brought forth 

by Christ. The branches do not exist apart from the vine and then become one with it, no, they 

grow out of the vine. So Christ brings forth His people. He gives birth to them, causes them to 

grow, and all their life’s “sap” is found in Him.  

Questions: Mention other things in nature which are figures of the heavenly. In the light 

of the fact: that the branches have life only by being brought forth by the vine, show the 

impossibility of man accepting Jesus of himself. 

 

The Necessity of Fruit: 

This is the main idea of the text. It is mentioned in vss. 2, 4, 5, 8. In bearing much fruit 

God is glorified. It is in this that the nursery man is interested. To be sure, he wants a good 

healthy plant, etc. But why? Because he wants fruit. His success is measured by the amount of 

fruit his vineyard produces. So here the emphasis does not fall on Christ in the final analysis, nor 

on the branches in themselves, but on the fruit they must produce. God will be glorified. Christ 

therefore is really only a means in God’s hand to save His people in order that they will glorify 

Him. 

What are some of the fruits of God’s vine? Scripture speaks of them in many places, 

Jesus also in the subsequent verses. Notice also Gal. 5:22. They are love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, trust in God, serving Him 

alone and no idols are marvelous fruits. Spiritual fruits are all good works. 

But fruits on the vine are not merely something delightful or pleasant, no, they are a 

requisite. There must be fruit. Neither does God have a fruitless vine, for He always fulfills His 

good pleasure. And all His works find their goal in bringing forth much fruit. 

And so these words speak of two kinds of branches, not of dead and live ones (even 

though this is true) but of fruitful and barren. There are always some branches that bear no fruit, 

they are barren. Perhaps we can call them the suckers. They have every appearance of a real 

branch, but bear no fruit. And what does the nursery man do with them? He cuts them off. The 



same is true in the Church of Christ, Naturally they really never were in Christ, but they have a 

show of piety and religion, attend the services, and the catechism classes occasionally, or even 

faithfully, but in vain does one look for positive fruits, good works.-Hence, God cuts them off. 

They are a hindrance to the good branches, like those suckers. Often these kind of people leave 

the Church when she is brought into straits, when persecutions arise, etc. And this always takes 

place through the stand the Church takes in the midst of the world by means of the preaching of 

the Word and the exercise of Christian discipline. 

Naturally there are also other branches which do bear fruit, with such people you find 

faith, love, sacrifice, devotion, confidence in God, etc. As is true with a natural vine, there is a 

great deal of difference in these branches, some bring forth much fruit, being very weak in their 

manifestations of spiritual life, while others are remarkable examples. But what does God do 

with these branches? He does what the nursery man does every year with his vine, He prunes 

them. Did you ever see this done? The sight is almost pathetic. There’s hardly anything left; 

nearly all the branches are cut off. Foolish? No, such pruning results in more fruit. 

So God purges His branches. He purges us and cleanses us from the dross of sin and the 

contamination of the world. Due to these things, we often produce such little fruit. O how this 

“pruning” hurts the flesh! For this He does through the preaching of the Word and the exercise of 

discipline, and in connection therewith afflictions, persecutions and distresses. By the same acts 

the barren branches are cut off and the fruitful made even more productive, doing more good 

works of trusting in Him, seeking Him only, etc. 

This purging takes place throughout our lives. God purges and purges some more. Why? 

Because He wants fruits unto His glory. 

Questions: How can there be barren branches on Christ’s vine? What happens to the 

Church when the barren branches are not cut off? What attitude must we assume toward such 

people leaving the church? Does it ever happen that all are cut off? Why does the Psalmist say 

that it was good for him to have been afflicted? 

 

Why Purging Produces Fruit: 

Why is it that the pruning of a vine produces more fruit  Because then branches draw 

more of the life’s sap from the vine itself. So it also happens spiritually. In afflictions, etc., the 

Christian ever more clings to Christ and Christ’s life becomes manifest in him. To Christ he must 

learn to cling. Therefore Christ says I am the true vine. Hence He also speaks of abiding in Him, 

seeking it in Him. This the disciples must also do at this time and all shall be well. The same will 

be true of the Church throughout the ages that so lives in Him by faith. 

 

LESSON XLIX. 

The Exercise of Love Through Christ 

(John 15:9-17) 

 

By Keeping His Commandments: vss. 9-12. 

Remember the setting of all these words. Jesus is about to leave the disciples, and they 

realize it. Therefore Jesus is speaking to them at this time in a vein that will cause them to seek 

their all in Him. That became plain in the previous verses by showing that they must abide in 

Him, seek all things in Him. Here he teaches the same thing regarding the grace of love. 

First of all they must continue in His love, i.e., His love for them; at all times they must 

be conscious of Christ’s love for them. What a blessed reality in the various circumstances of 



love! To know that Jesus loves me! This they can experience only in the way of keeping His 

commandments, vs. 10. This is, of course, a very common law laid down in Scripture. Chap. 

14:21; I John 2:10. In that way they will also receive the joy of Christ in them. By this joy is 

meant the holy joyous tone of the soul, the conscious moral courage of joy, which rises victor-

ious over all suffering in virtue of the fellowship with the Father. It is the joy of the saints, of 

which Scripture speaks so often. For clarification let me explain it this way: 1. They must keep 

the commandments. 2. In that way they will be loved by Jesus. 3. And so receive that blessed joy 

of the Father, filling their hearts. 

However, we must not fail to see that all this can be done only through Jesus. Christ 

speaks of Himself as the example, having kept the commandments of His Father, and so 

remained in His love and consequently experienced that blessed joy. But He is not a mere 

example for us. No, the disciples, and we with them, must see that in Him is all our life, and 

every possibility of such living and receiving such blessedness. All our fountains are In Him. 

This the disciples must surely see at this time, and not think that He is just a beloved Master and 

no more. He Is their Saviour, the Son of God. 

Questions: Do you think that saints very often keep the commandments, out of love? 

Why is it that men experience so little of this joy? Can we say that Jesus is an example for us? 

For all men? 

 

By Loving One Another: vss. 13-17. 

In these words Jesus elaborates on the exercise of love. We must love God, but also one 

another. In fact we always practice both or none, for the love of God (keeping His 

commandments) is the root of all love of the neighbor. And speaking about our love for the 

neighbor, Jesus immediately speaks of its highest manifestation, laying down our life for our 

friends. More one cannot give. He give his friend much of his time by helping him in his need, 

he can give him much of his money, no, he can give him all his time and all his money, but that 

still wouldn’t be the supreme sacrifice. Giving his life he would give all he has. 

Yet such love we must have for our friends, if such is demanded. Jesus does not say that all 

men must practice this, but our love must be willing to rise to this height. Love for our friends 

(who naturally are children of God in this case) must reveal itself in our love for their spiritual 

welfare. Other love there is not. Love always seeks his good, never seeks his downfall. It covers 

a multitude of his sins. Love does so much. Be sure to read I Cor. 13. And in doing this we shall 

manifest fruits, vs. 16. Such actions certainly are manifestations of a marvelous work of grace in 

our hearts, for we usually see and experience the very opposite. Are we not hateful and hating 

one another? 

But here, too, we must see that this can be done only through Christ Jesus. In Him we 

must remain and seek all our help. He it is who first of all did indeed lay down His life for His 

friends, and that as the Son of God. In connection with this He tells the disciples that He will call 

them friends now, not slaves. Now a slave or bondservant simply receives his master’s orders 

and carries them out; his master does not confide plans and purposes to him. But a friend is one 

to whom we reveal our thoughts. We don’t hide any secrets from him, but open our hearts to 

him. Therefore Abraham is called the friend of God, God revealing His thoughts unto him. For 

the same reason we are God’s friends in the covenant, He revealing His counsel unto us, His own 

heart, and we in turn call Him our Sovereign-Friend, hiding nothing before Him. Formerly we 

were slaves, slaves of sin. But imagine, in the covenant we become friends of God. Therefore 

Jesus also reveals all these things to His disciples. They must know all things. 



Jesus does more. For these friends He gives His life. The Son of God lays down His life 

for His brethren. And it is through Him that we can manifest such love to our fellow Christians. 

Jesus, therefore, teaches them the laws of the kingdom, but also that every possibility of even 

beginning to fulfill this law lies in Him. In Him they (we) must seek it, also through prayer, vs. 

16. Again, this the disciples must see at this time, and behold Him in this light, also on the cross.  

Questions: Can the natural man in any way love his neighbor? What is the teaching of the 

third point of common grace on this issue? Can we measure our spiritual life by the amount of 

love we have for one another? 

 

LESSON L. 

Hated By The World 

(John 15:18-16:4) 

 

Jesus Informs His Disciples of the Hatred of the World, vss. 18:20: 

The friendship and love of Jesus, of which the previous verses spoke, means the enmity 

of the world. On this subject Jesus informs the disciples in advance. This world will hate them in 

the future; that they must know now. But they must keep in mind and consider how the world 

treated Him. Always did it hate Him. 

If they were of the world, vs. 19, this naturally would not take place. But now
 
they no 

longer have a nature and character of the world. This, however, is due only to the work of Jesus, 

for He chose them out of the world. Once they, too, were of this world. He Himself is the 

opposite of the world and when He now joined the disciples to Himself, they
 
will suffer as He 

always suffered. How could it be any different? The servant (slave) is not greater than his lord. 

Cf. chap. 13. As slaves we are chosen by Him out of the world, we stand under Him and 

therefore must suffer with Him. Notice how everything again centers around Jesus. 

In these words Jesus speaks of a very
 
important truth, which we all must know, also as 

young people. It is that the Christian always suffers in this world. In the world ye shall have 

tribulation, Jesus says on another occasion. In his first epistle John says that we must not marvel 

if the world hate us. We shall be hated of all men, Matt. 10:22. Also Matt. 24:9. Who is not 

acquainted with the words of Paul: For His sake we are killed all the day long. Fact is that 

Scripture’s narrative of the saints is one of suffering, from the beginning to the days of the 

apostles. And the history of the Church is no different. However, in it all we must look at Jesus 

whom they hated first of all. This gives comfort and courage. 

Questions: Is the Church also hated today? In what different ways does the world show 

this? How are Christian young people persecuted today? If we are not hated, what’s wrong? Can 

we say that the world is merely a group of helpless, harmless people groping in the dark? Can we 

speak in any way of the “good” of this world? Who does? 

 

The Cause of This Hatred, vss. 21-27. 

On this subject the disciples must be clear. Having been chosen by Jesus it is also 

because of Him that we are hated for His name’s sake means because of His entire revelation to 

men. So men know Jesus, also in us. And the more they see of Jesus in us, the more they will 

turn against us. Hut why does the world hate Jesus? Because they do not know God who sent 

Him. 

For this world it would have been much better if Jesus had not come, for now they have 

no excuse for their sins. This does not mean that otherwise they would have had legitimate 



excuses. Never! But for this hatred of Jesus they would have been excusable, as will be true with 

the heathen. Now, however, they manifest all their fury and hatred. 

In vs. 23 Jesus again speaks of the deepest cause of this hatred. He is of the Father. And 

the works of the Father He has shown them. In all His mighty miracles, which were signs, He 

showed them God, also in His mighty condemnation of sin. In fact in these they had seen God. 

And the result? They hate Jesus because He is God, and they hate His chosen ones because they 

are born of Jesus, the Son of God. 

But it is exactly in this hatred that they expose themselves. According to vs. 25 the 

Scripture must be fulfilled, that He is hated without a cause. This David already experienced, Ps. 

69:4. No, this was true of all the saints, from Abel on. To be sure, the world found “excuses” or 

“causes” for this hatred. So they said. But David and all the other hated ones knew that the 

reason for their hatred was the love of God. However, because all men are sinful, they possibly 

could find something in their lives which they could falsely claim as the reasons for such hatred. 

But now that is impossible. Jesus comes, in whom there is no sin. No one can convince Him of 

sin, hence there can be no reasons for this hatred; and the Scriptures are fulfilled, they hated Him 

without a cause. And yet there was a cause, which now has become plain. They hated God. 

That is the result of Jesus testifying to them. However, let us never consider this to be 

something unexpected, on the part of Jesus. No, this hatred must become manifest in all its 

intensity. Therefore the disciples will receive the Spirit of truth (Jesus is the truth). Being filled 

with the Holy Spirit they will go into the world and speak of Him, ever more showing the world 

the Father, vs. 20. And the disciples, having been with Jesus all this time, must bear such testi-

monies in a special way, vs. 27. The Holy Spirit is given for comfort, instruction and edification, 

but also for the manifestation of the hatred of the world. The full hatred of the world must be-

come revealed. And remember it is through Jesus that this always takes place. 

Questions: Prove from vs. 22 that it is not grace for the world to hear Jesus. When will 

this manifestation of the hatred of the world come to a climax? Whom must the believers 

constantly behold in faith during such times? 

 

The Disciples Must Not Become Offended, chap. 16:1-4: 

Of this there is great danger. They may stumble over such hatred, revealing itself in 

persecution. Let them (and us) beware lest we stumble over it and fall into sin. To make matters 

as plain as possible Jesus even mentions several kinds of persecution that will take place, vss. 2-

4. But always must they remember that Jesus told them (and us) of these things when still on 

earth. Imagine what would happen if He hadn’t told us. 

 

LESSON LI. 

The Work Of The Holy Spirit 

(John 16:5-15) 

 

Jesus' Departure Expedient, vss. 5 - 7. 

Jesus now passes on to a new subject, the advantage of His leaving and sending the 

Comforter (Paraclete) who will do what is now described in detail. He will soon go away, to Him 

that sent Him, having completed His mission on earth. But, strange to say, not one of them asks 

Him where He is going. How must we understand this since in ch. 13:36 Peter asks this very 

question, and Thomas does the same thing in ch. 14:5. Jesus means to say that they make no 

request to learn more about His destination, and about what it means to Him to return to His 



Sender. Christ has in mind the significance of His return for the disciples whom He is now 

leaving behind. They are making no request to learn something about that from Him. In that light 

the questions of Peter and Thomas were of an entirely different nature. 

Sorrow has filled their hearts so completely that no room is found for any other thought 

or feeling. This naturally also aggravated; Jesus’ suffering, yet even now He will encourage and 

lift them up. But, whatever the disciples may think, His departure will be advantageous for them. 

He will send the Paraclete, i.e. the Holy Spirit. A paraclete is one who is called to the side of 

someone else to help him and take up his cause. In a certain sense advocates, lawyers, can be 

called paracletes. If Jesus does not depart He will not be given them. Then this greater blessing 

of the disciples, concerning which Jesus has taught them and for which He has trained them, 

cannot follow. With the coming of the Comforter the work of salvation will be carried gloriously 

to its consummation to the everlasting joy and glory of the entire Church. 

Questions: Why is the Spirit called the Comforter? Why couldn’t the Spirit be given if 

Jesus couldn’t leave them and ascend to heaven? 

 

The Work of the Spirit in the World, vss. 8-11. 

The Spirit will take care of Christ’s affairs on this earth. Christ will do so through Him, to 

express it in different words. And the disciples must also see that this new helper will be far 

more able to help them than Christ was able to do Himself in the state of humiliation. 

The disciples must also see that He is their Advocate. He will take up their cause. What 

cause? The work of salvation? Yes, by all means, but also their work in re the ungodly world that 

hates them, as we have seen in the previous verses. The Spirit came, to save the righteous, but 

also to complete the justification of the ways of God with the wicked. The Holy Spirit also works 

in the perishing, condemning them. This we must never overlook. 

He will reprove, i.e. convince the world. Concerning what? Three things. 1. Of sin, 

because they believe not on Jesus. The world, by the Spirit, will be convicted of its own utter 

sinfulness. The world will know its own depravity. The ground for this is their unbelief in Jesus. 

This does not mean that the world goes lost on account of this unbelief (Lenski), No, sin is 

always the reason. But with the manifestation of the Son of God, and their unbelief in Him every 

veil with which they might hide the fact that they are not really enemies of God is removed. 2. 

Of righteousness, etc. This righteousness naturally refers to Christ, not to the world, for the 

world is unrighteous. That Christ was righteous in all His works the world must become 

convinced of. Of this righteousness Christ’s ascension and exaltation is the proof, God always 

blessing the righteous. And it is the Spirit who through this departure of Christ, convinces the 

world. 3. Of judgment, etc. Through the approval of Christ, declaring Him righteous, the world is 

naturally judged and condemned. By the approval of Christ the prince of the world is judged and 

condemned. Of this the world is convinced, even now. 

Questions: Show in the light of the above statements that Christ always has the victory, 

also today. Is the work of the Spirit very often presented as being anything else but saving the 

Church? Why is it that this work of convincing, unto their own .damnation, is also given them? 

Through what means does the Spirit convince them? How can also this be a comfort for the 

disciples? 

 

The Work of the Spirit in the Church, vss. 12-15. 

Jesus now turns to the work of the Spirit in the believers, continuing to show them the 

advantages of His departure. Jesus still has many things on His heart, but taking into 



consideration their sorrow and their present state, He will not tell them at this time. These things 

are not new things, but details of the revelations already made. But the Spirit of truth will show 

them all things, yea, marvelous things of Jesus. He will lead them into all truth. Being that He 

will speak and show only what He hears and sees in the glorified Christ. He will show the Christ 

in all His glory. And so Jesus will be glorified before men, and that after all is the purpose of all 

things that God may receive all the praise. 
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