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This is another story picturing life in the Dutch settlement that is now Holland, Michigan. 

All of its characters and many of its events are fictitious. This novel is not just a plot which is 

gradually revealed to the reader until he comes to a climax at the end of the story. There is more 

than action; more than just events in the lives of its characters. Not that the story lacks interest, 

for the story of Keesje Gombert’s life in the settlement, his love for Elaine Voskert, his life at the 

University at Ann Arbor, his return to the settlement to eventually claim Elaine as his bride and 

to take his place in the community as a teacher in the Academy makes a fascinating tale. Into the 

story of Keesje’s life is woven much of the life of the others in the settlement. There were those 

who were fanatic in their religious zeal; there were those who put their trust in their own 

opinions and possessions; and there were those for whom the grief that came to them in the new 

world was almost too much, so that only God in His grace could soften and mellow their hearts. 

 Throughout the story, the author weaves the dreams and ideals of these 

people. Keesje and his father, Weibe, were dreamers, thinking thoughts that were strange and 

foolish to the other Hollanders. In telling of their dreams and their love of nature and the symbol-

ism which they found for the former in the latter, the author gives many beautiful and graphic 

descriptions of the sky, the trees, the lakes, the seasons, etc. And the book is literally filled with 

similes. This does not make the story easier to read because such material cannot be skimmed 

over lightly if the reader wants to grasp the beauty the author is trying to portray. 

This book may be recommended as interesting, entertaining and worthwhile. As  a 

Christian novel it surpasses many that I have read. 
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