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LESSON XLIV. 

Jesus and Judas Iscariot 

(John 13:18-30) 

 

Jesus, Complete Master of the Situation, vss. 18120. 

 In the previous verses Jesus has taught the disciples by way of a mighty example 

(washing the disciples’ feet) that they must be servants of each other. Through this work of 

Jesus, the dying on the cross, they would be made clean. But not all of them. To this expression 

Jesus comes back in vs. 18, the first verse of this lesson. Judas Iscariot is of course the exception. 

But the disciples must not think that this was a surprise to Him, or even something inevitable. “I 

know whom I have chosen”. Jesus knew who Judas was at the time of the calling of the disciples, 

also what Judas would do later. In fact we can and must say that he was chosen with a view to 

this. The Scriptures must be fulfilled. What Scriptures? Those of David. Here we have an 

example of the persecution the saints suffer at the hands of wicked men in the church. David is 

speaking of Ahithophel, who was one of his intimate friends, who ate at the table of the king, etc. 

Later he betrayed him. Thousands of saints have experienced the same thing, betrayed, not by 

their enemies, but by their “friends”. And how this hurts! But Jesus is always the fulfillment of 

all suffering of all that took place in the Old Testament. Therefore He must suffer like David did, 

and others, only in the fullest measure. 

And the disciples must not think later that this was beyond Jesus’ control. Therefore vs. 

19. He tells them now, before it comes to pass. Hence this deed will serve His purpose in 

working faith in their hearts. How easily might the disciples have come to waver in their faith 

through the success of the treason of Judas, if He had not foreseen and foretold it as lying in the 

ordered plan of the divine destiny. 

Neither must this act of treason cause them to waver, as disciples, in their calling. Hence, 

vs. 20. They will certainly be ambassadors of the King, with a full commission and power given 

unto them.  

Questions: What did Ahithophel do? Who are the worst persecutors of the church? How 

must this be explained? 

 

Jesus Points Out Judas, vss. 21-26. 

What we read here took place during the eating of the Paschal meal. Jesus now becomes 

troubled in spirit, not because the nearness of Judas influenced Him in special way, but because 

the Father’s hour was at hand. The cup must soon be emptied. 

But if this is to take place, many other things must happen, and that very rapidly. He must 

be crucified, the Jews must take Him captive, and to do this Judas must first betray Him, which 

has already been planned. Therefore the last part of vs. 21: One of you shall betray me. What an 

announcement! And the gravity of the statement is marked by the amen, amen. The next minute 

the disciples are looking at each other, wondering who it would be. Perhaps they could detect 

some evidence of guilt. But Judas reveals nothing, a real hypocrite is he. 

But Peter cannot remain silent. In the light of certain data it is most probable that the 

arrangements of the company on that last night were such, that, facing the open end of the 



horseshoe-shaped table, we find John reclining (as was customary) on the first couch to our left, 

then Jesus, then Judas, the latter on the place of honor. Directly opposite from John across the 

table is Peter. Having heard Jesus’ statement, they all ask: Is it I? Matthew puts it this way: Sure-

ly it is not I, Lord? Imagine Judas saying that. However, Peter whispers across the table to John 

to ask Jesus who it is. In answer Jesus tells John, not all the disciples, that he it is who will 

receive the sop. 

As host Jesus gives the sop, dipped in a certain broth according to custom, to Judas, who 

is lying in the place of honor as guest. And Judas takes it. But things cannot remain as they are. 

Having announced that one would betray Him, Judas remained with them, still playing the part 

of a hypocrite. And Judas knows that Jesus knows all things. But still He treats him as a guest, as 

one of the twelve, as He had always done. But it seems as if now a climax has been reached. 

Judas must now either burst forth in tears, or become furiously angry. What will it be, Judas? 

Questions: Was Judas a believer when Jesus chose him, as some people believe? Do you 

think Judas was a refined and “polished” man? Did Judas at all times feel that there was a 

marked difference between the eleven and himself? 

 

Jesus Dismisses Judas, vss. 27-30. 

And now Satan entered him. This does not mean that the devil had up to this time not 

been active in Judas’ heart. He certainly had. But according to the meaning of the word the devil 

now exercised full sway over him, and Judas even as Annanias and Sapphira was filled with the 

spirit of the evil one. 

What really happens here is that Jesus dismisses Judas. The Jews would at all expense 

wait with the killing of Jesus until after the Passover. But God’s hour was on the Passover. Judas 

intended to quietly pass the night and the next day with the disciples. But things must happen. 

Therefore he must be hurried on to hasten his plans. And Jesus does it with the sop. In a rage he 

leaves the place in  the night, to perform the darkest of deeds. 

Questions: Some people believe that with the sop Jesus extended to Judas a last kind, 

loving invitation. Refute this. Did Judas leave this way because he knew that he had to according 

to God’s plans, or because he was filled with hatred and anger towards Jesus? 

 

LESSON XLV. 

Jesus about to Depart from the Earth 

(John 13:31-38) 

 

Jesus Glorified, vss. 31, 32. 

Rather striking is this first verse. “When therefore he had gone out, Jesus said, Now is 

the Son of Man glorified.” The contrast is tremendous: Judas goes out into the night; Jesus sees 

Himself and God glorified by what Judas does. The words sound as though a great weight has 

been taken off the heart of Jesus. But why? Just because Judas is no longer in their midst? Yes, 

but also and first of all because now He will be crucified, and so save His people. His death is 

now assured, His actual redemptive work is now ushered in; and the final act has now begun. 

Hence, Jesus is literally ringing the glory bells as He enters His passion. What amazing love for 

His people, but above all for His Father in heaven! He is glorified now and will be glorified in 

the future. 

 

A New Commandment, vss. 33-35. 



This glorification will naturally bring with it Jesus’ removal from this earth. Notice how 

He addresses the eleven: Little children. It is a term of most affectionate endearment, yet 

connotes the immaturity of those that are so dear. Jesus would go to heaven, and they cannot 

follow Him at this time, later they shall do so. Hence, the children must stay behind. 

But a new commandment He gives them. And what a commandment it is! Love one 

another. This is the very fulfillment of the law. This love will naturally be the fruit of love for 

God, and its manifestation. This love is the criterion of discipleship. The world must be able to 

distinguish us by our love for one another. Someone of the world once said: They love each other 

without being acquainted with each other. And so it must indeed be. That love will not slander or 

backbite, nor be jealous or envious. It will cover a multitude of sins of the fellow-saint. 

But why does Jesus call this a new commandment? Hadn’t they received this 

commandment before? They had, to be sure. The novelty lies in the motive power of the love, 

which must be the love of Christ, which one has experienced. They must love each other as 

Christ did in all His work, and with the love of Christ in them. In that sense it is new. It is a love 

through faith in Christ. Always must they remember how Christ had loved them. 

Questions: Do all Christians bear this earmark of love? What are some of the sins which 

are the very opposite of love? I Cor. 13. In the light of this truth how do you explain the many 

manifestations of lack of love among fellow church members? 

 

Jesus’ Word to Peter, vss. 36-38. 

Peter is not, satisfied to give up the presence of the Lord. He will cling to Jesus in spite of 

Jesus’ word. Often Jesus had spoken of going to His Father, yet now that the hour for His going 

has arrived, and now that he is determined to go along, Peter wants a little more information. But 

Peter cannot follow Jesus now. Not because he’s still an unbeliever, but because His time has not 

yet come. He must first perform the works the Lord has set aside for him as apostle. Sure, 

objectively, Peter is ready now. He will lay down his life for his Master. Jesus, however, places 

in striking contrast what Peter promises to do and what he actually will do. He will do the very 

opposite of what he says, yes, in this very night before day dawns. Instead of laying down his life 

he will save it, yes, by denying Jesus. That will be Peter’s reaction to Jesus’ departure by way of 

the cross. 

Questions: Was Peter merely boasting here, or did he mean what he said? Why was it that 

Peter was ready to fight in the garden, but later denied Jesus so vehemently? What lesson does 

the Lord teach us through this example of Peter? 

 

LESSON XLVI. 

Believing In Jesus 

(John 14:1-14) 

 

Their Hearts Must Not Be Troubled, vss. 1-4. 

We must take notice of the setting of these words, as well as the time in which they were 

spoken. Chapters 14-17 were spoken by our Lord almost in one breath. They were uttered while 

still in the upper room, Judas having been dismissed (the Jews now making preparations to take 

Him) and the Lord’s Supper already having been instituted. John does not speak of the latter, 

undoubtedly because the Synoptics give detailed accounts of this. So we have here a final word 

of Jesus to His beloved twelve, and in them to the entire church of the New Dispensation. It is, 

what we might call, Jesus’ farewell sermon to them. With this solemn background these words 



must therefore have been of tremendous importance to the disciples, at least later when they 

understood them. 

“Let not your hearts be troubled”. Jesus had spoken of the betrayal to come, also that He 

would be with them only for a little while anymore. Consequently their hearts must have been 

filled with evil forebodings even though they didn’t fully understand what Jesus meant. Most 

certainly will they be in danger of having perturbed hearts in the near future. With the voluntary 

surrender, the mock trials, and the horrible suffering of their beloved Master there would be all 

kinds of reasons to be troubled, from a natural viewpoint. But no, it isn’t necessary. They believe 

in God, but they must also believe in Him. This Jesus emphasizes. Children, Jesus means to say, 

I go to prepare a place for you. This consists in the glorified Christ doing all that must be done 

before the family of God’s elect can appear with Him in glory. Even today Christ is active in 

this, by also preparing us. He must also intercede for us before the Father. And when all is ready 

He will return to take His church unto Himself. Why be troubled? These things are necessary. 

Believe in me, says Jesus. 

Questions: How can these words be of comfort for us? What is implied in Jesus preparing 

a place for us? 

 

Jesus Is the Way, vss. 5-7. 

Thomas comes back on what Jesus says in vs. 4. If they don’t know where He is going, 

how can they know the way? This shows how little they understood of Jesus’ words. First of all 

Jesus is going to the Father, and He is the way and the truth and the life to the Father. The 

meaning is that He is the way because He is the truth and the life. Hence by believing in Him 

men have the truth and the life, and therefore the way to the Father in heaven. All the emphasis 

again falls on the words of the first verse: Believe in me. Ye believe in God, believe also in me, 

that is, in the Father through me. Without this faith they will indeed have troubled hearts, and not 

know the way to the Father. The disciples must learn that in Christ, the Son of God, is all their 

hope, comfort and righteousness. 

In vs. 7 Jesus answers the first question of Thomas, whither Jesus is going— namely, to 

the Father. And who is the Father or who knows Him? Those who know Jesus. Therefore they 

from now on have known Him and seen Him. Again, in Jesus, their Master, they must seek 

everything. 

 

Jesus and the Father are One, vss. 8-11. 

Thereupon Philip comes with another question, failing to understand the import of Jesus’ 

words. “Show us the Father”. Did Philip expect a special revelation of the Father at this time? 

Most likely, and with this crowning revelation the disciples would be satisfied until Jesus returns. 

Such a vision of the Father would show them where Jesus is now going and where they, His 

disciples, are at last to arrive with Jesus’ return. But what a request! Again do we see that Philip 

grasps little of all these things. And again the answer is the same. He that has seen me has seen 

the Father. All that is in God is revealed in His Son Jesus Christ. He is the image of the invisible 

God. Doesn’t Philip even believe that He is in the Father and the Father in Him? Again, they 

must believe in Him! 

 

The works of those Believing in Jesus, vss. 12-14. 

Notice the verily, verily. Jesus is speaking with authority, and what He says will surely 

come to pass. But what do these words mean? We do the works that Jesus did, yes, and even 



greater ones? 

What does Jesus mean first of all with His own works? His works of preaching and 

teaching. This is not likely, because these are always called His words. By works He refers to 

His deeds of healing the lame, sick, blind, etc. All these naturally were only signs of His spiritual 

work, which He also taught with His words. These works we shall also do, yes and even greater 

ones. We shall cast out devils, heal and be healed of our infirmities, and see and give sight to the 

blind. Naturally, all in the spiritual sense. Spiritually we overcome the devil (think of his powers 

in the history of Job) remove mountains of sin, fight the battle of faith against unbelief and the 

world, mortify the deeds of the flesh, etc. These are the works Jesus refers to. And they are 

called greater works because the reality is always greater than the shadows, the fulfillment than 

the types. These works they will be able to do by the power of Christ in them. Christ will be 

working in and through them. 

But who are they that will do such mighty works? All those who believe, says Jesus, yes, 

believe on Him. Through faith in Him the believer is able to do all things. In connection with 

this faith Jesus also speaks of prayer. We must ask for them, in faith. And whatsoever we do ask 

in His name we shall receive. Mighty are the works of those who believe in Jesus. 

Questions: Do you think that Christians often realize the tremendous importance of their 

faith (performing such works)? Wonder why not? Compare the Arminian conception of salvation 

with Jesus’ words in these verses. What is the sole purpose of our doing such works through 

faith? vs. 13. 

 

LESSON XLVII. 

The Comforter Promised 

(John 14:15-31) 

 

The Holy Spirit to be given to those that love Him, vss. 15-20. 

In this last part of the chapter Jesus is teaching His disciples, and us, the tremendous 

advantages of His departure, and the Holy Spirit being sent into His church. He will not leave 

them comfortless. The original has the word orphans. The death of Jesus will not be like that of a 

father whose children are then left fatherless orphans. His death means His return, a return for a 

higher and richer union than that before His death and departure. 

The Holy Spirit is called the Comforter. Better would be the word paraclete. Now a 

paraclete is one who takes up a cause in the place of another. In a certain sense an attorney can 

be called a paraclete, taking up the cause of his client. So Christ will Himself go to heaven, but 

send the Spirit and as His Spirit take up our cause. In this way Christ will return to His own. 

What will He do then? First of all He will dwell in them, applying all the blessings of saltation. 

This He will do forever. The Spirit will not depart as Jesus did physically. He is also called the 

Spirit of Truth. Christ Himself is the Truth, which means that in Him are all the saving realities, 

all that is in God. This the Spirit now possesses, bears and imparts to His church. 

By means of the Spirit they will always behold Him, vs. 19. By His marvelous works 

they will always see Jesus, spiritually. Even today the church sees Him crowned with glory and 

honor, Heb. 2:9. By means of the Spirit, coming to us through the Word, we shall live, because 

He lives. We shall have the true life of God within us, and that is life eternal. In that day 

(Pentecost) they shall know, experience and taste that Christ is in them, and they in Christ, and 

also that Christ is in the Father. Marvelous will be the works of the Spirit. 

And to whom will He be given? Verse 15 gives the answer. To those that love Him and 



keep His commandments. Not to the world. 

Questions: Why do people often think that the fellowship the disciples had with Christ 

while on earth was much more glorious than what the church has after Pentecost day? Prove that 

the opposite is true. Does the world in any sense receive this Spirit? 

 

The Holy Spirit manifests Jesus, vss. 21-26. 

In vs. 21 Jesus reiterates the important element of love. Proof of this love is the keeping of 

His commandments, and His Word. To such Jesus will manifest Himself, through His Word and 

Spirit. The test is always obvious: a true disciple, one who really loves Jesus, always does more 

than make pretensions, he cherishes every precept of the Lord and strives to live according to 

them. This manifestation of Jesus implies first of all a knowledge of Divine love for sinful, 

depraved creatures. Further it means that we are made sorry for our sins and are given the 

blessed assurance of forgiveness. Finally it also creates an earnest longing for heaven, to be with 

Jesus. Moist blessed is the manifestation of Jesus through the Spirit. By means of it we will 

know Jesus as God’s Son and our blessed Saviour. Vs. 23 speaks of the same blessed truth, 

telling us that Jesus will make His abode with them (and us) which means that Jesus comes to 

live in our hearts, and is at home with us and we with Him. To be sure, the disciples will forget 

much of this, but the Spirit will remind them of everything He said to them. Not only will He 

remind them, but also teach them the significance of these things, not only intellectually, but also 

give them this blessed knowledge in their hearts. Marvelous will the gift of the Spirit be, and 

most blessed will be the recipients! Blessed it will be, therefore, for the disciples, that Jesus now 

leaves them. 

Questions: Why is it that Christians experience so little of these manifestations? Cf. vs. 

21. Through what means does Jesus always manifest Himself? 

 

Peace Jesus leaves with them, vs. 17. 

Greetings of peace were customary in those days, on arrivals, but also with departures. 

What friends at parting wish each other in their poor human way, (for they cannot give peace) 

Jesus actually gives to His disciples with His parting like a sweet, rich treasure for their comfort. 

Actual peace He gives them because He first of all makes peace through His own blood. Then 

He will also give it unto them in their hearts. This the world cannot do, it can give wishes but no 

more. What a blessed Saviour He is! Why then should their hearts be troubled? Notice how Jesus 

can assure them of this peace with calmness and serenity while the horrible hour of suffering is 

at hand. 

Questions: How do you explain Is. 57: 20? What is the cause of this condition?  

 

The proper attitude towards Jesus’ Departure, vss. 28-31. 

Here Jesus says that the disciples really should have rejoiced when they heard that He 

should leave them. Reason? Because the Father is greater than Jesus. There He shall receive far 

greater power and efficiency for His aims. The Holy Spirit He will receive. 

Vs. 30 teaches that His hour is very near. The world’s ruler is coming, but Jesus does not 

fear. In Him He has nothing. The efforts to kill Jesus might easily be resented and nullified if He 

so wishes. But He will lay down His life in His love for the Father. The world must see in Him 

His amazing obedience to the Father, and thereby redeeming His people.  
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