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There are times and situations which come about in the history of the church of Christ on 

earth when needs of various types arise. At times in the past, there has been the need for 

leadership to lead the church in the path of reformation. The need for funds in the deaconate 

during the depression period was also there. The need for adequate church buildings came up and 

was met. Many other needs of the church have arisen in the past and the needs have always been 

met in one way or another. 

We wish to point out that there is an urgent need among the Protestant Reformed 

churches which is not being met. It is the need for a theological seminary building. Ever since 

the Protestant Reformed churches began to train men for the ministry, that training and work has 

been on an emergency basis. That is, the faculty has been provided and still is provided by 

ministers who have given such time as they could spare from their regular duties as ministers in 

the congregations to which they have been called. Moreover, the quarters in which the in-

struction is given partakes of the nature of an emergency arrangement. Also, no living quarters or 

dormitory space is available for students outside of Grand Rapids who may desire to attend the 

seminary but are not able to do so because they cannot supply themselves with living quarters. In 

addition, the proper library facilities have been and still are very limited. More could be said but 

we feel that enough has been said to indicate that a need is arising in Protestant Reformed circles 

to institutionalize a seminary and a normal training school. 

Perhaps the reader will feel that this is none of his affair. After all, we have consistories, 

classis and synod to look after these matters, and besides, we have a minister in our church, so 

why should I be concerned. We urge upon you the long view of things. We consider it a serious 

threat to the proper and adequate ministry of the Word in the future if steps are not taken today 

to provide for the ministry tomorrow. Furthermore, consistories and synods are not unaware of 

the problem and some steps are being taken to correct the situation. However, the help of you as 

an individual and you as a society member and as a member of a Protestant Reformed church is 

needed to carry this matter to a successful conclusion. 

We maintain that there are resources among the young people that can be used to good 

advantage in this cause. First of all, you as an individual should make this a matter of prayer and 

personal concern for the future of the preaching in our churches. Secondly, the facilities of the 

Federation can be brought to bear on this problem. Perhaps the largest obstacle preventing us 

from meeting this need is the lack of sufficient funds to carry this work out. The Federation 

board can adopt a promotional campaign and acquaint our people more intimately with the 

situation. We must not let the bigness of the task dismay us. This work is of vital importance to 

the church of God and He uses men, often young people, as the means to accomplish His 

purpose and He uses His church to preach His Gospel. We firmly believe that this is true. We 

could cite big tasks in the past which have been begun by young people. A shining example is 

the Reformed Witness Hour on the radio. At its inception this was strictly an activity of the 

Young Men’s Society of Fuller Ave. Church. Your editor is intimately acquainted with the size 

of the task done there. We could mention other things. The organization and founding of the 

PRYPF and the publication of Beacon Lights are other examples of what Young People can do. 

There is a danger rather that we underestimate our potential and do not use all our powers fully. 

Let us face this need for permanent facilities to train ministers and teachers and use all our 



powers given us of God to accomplish this end. 
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