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PSALM 4:6. – “Who will show us any good?” 

An important question! Especially so in relation to our Christian Living! Important, too, 

in relation to the proper celebration of our Thanksgiving! Significant for young and old! “Who, 

then, will show us any good?” 

If we ask this question among worldlings, we may expect a variety of answers. The 

answer of the world to a question of this nature is always determined by the circumstances of the 

present moment. Hence, if you propose this question to a group of pleasure-mad youth you may 

expect an answer something like this: “Hollywood, the Drive-In, Theaters, dance-floors, 

bowling-alleys, roller-rinks, ball-games, etc., show us many a “good” time. Of course, it all 

depends on what you mean by “good”. 

Propose the question to a meeting of Local No.---, C. I. O., or A. F. L. The presiding 

officer will speak in behalf of all represented. “Good!”, he declares “we will see as soon as our 

demands are unequivocally granted. When all share alike the benefits of ‘real security, pension, 

high wages for little work, much leisure’, then we shall see good.” Again we ask what his and 

their conception of utopia is? 

Enter now a moment into the poverty stricken home of the unemployed father of six 

children. To him the modem luxuries of new cars, radio, television, refrigeration and more, all 

belong to a hypothetic world. Ask him who will show him good and he may reply, “The man that 

enables me to also procure the things we now only dream about!” You see, with him, too, it is a 

question of who will show him good ‘things’? 

If ‘good’ can be purchased with dollars, the question really reverts to this. “Who will 

show us more money? Who will endow us with greater spending power? Who will enable us to 

breathe more freely in the pool of carnal cravings and lustful pleasure?” Such is the meaning of 

the question in the minds of the world. In that consciousness they will then also commemorate 

their Thanksgiving Day. Their tables will be spread with the fat of the earth; their bounties will 

be enumerated; and even a kind word of thanks will be raised to the good 'Providence’ who has 

shown such beneficence. Then the question, “Who will show us more good”, is in order and by 

this is meant, “How will we be enabled to accumulate more in the future?” 

“The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” Eccl. 1:8. “Vanity 

of vanities—all is vanity” Eccl. 1:2. Yet, they call it good and ask anew, “Who will show us 

more of it”? 

To the psalmist David, however, the question, as he penned it in the fourth Psalm has a 

different meaning. David means, “Who will show us the ONLY GOOD?” Then, too, the answer 

he furnishes to his own question is not one that is determined by his natural circumstances, for 

then he would have said something quite different from that which is expressed in the text. David 

found good in this, “that the Lord lift up the light of His face upon him!” 

Let us try to understand the psalmist. It was the time that David was being persecuted by 

his own son, Absalom. The latter had led a rather successful insurrection in which his father was 

dethroned and driven into exile. To aggravate matters, one named Shimei followed after David 

as he fled, cursing him and casting stones at him. Still worse was the situation David had to cope 

with among his own men. His followers rebelled. Dissatisfied with the circumstances, they 

turned the glory of their leader into shame and went out seeking after vanity and the lie. David 



was in deep misery. He called to God. The poet realized that many there are who say, “Who will 

show us any good”, but apart from God and His mercy there is no one who is able to display true 

goodness. And again, it depends upon what is called good!! 

David has the right conception. His prayer is: “Lord lift up the light of Thy face upon us”. 

He realizes that “In Thy light we shall see light”, and he knows that apart from God all is 

darkness and death. The way may seem ever so dismal and impossible but if only the Lord’s face 

is upon us, all will turn out to our good. Such was David's experience as he fled from the 

presence of his son. 

The Psalmist recognizes the face of God as the only Good. The face of one is not the 

same as the person himself. The face identifies the person and even furnishes information 

regarding who and what one is. I know and recognize my friends by their face. I can usually tell 

whether they are happy or sorrowful, anxious or carefree, energetic or tired, by the expression of 

their face. So the face of the Lord tells us by revelation who and what God is. Of course, we 

cannot see His face actually because no one has ever seen God and lived. That would not be 

good for us. But His face is a figurative phrase which denotes His Self-revelation. 

David petitions for the ‘light’ of Jehovah's face. Light is the opposite of darkness. When 

the people of God left the land of Egypt God showed Himself to them in the fiery cloud. When 

the Egyptians on the other side saw the cloud it was dark....very dark. To Israel it was light. This 

means that in that Light all the beauty and love of God as the Covenant Jehovah is manifest. 

Centrally the light of God’s face is seen in Jesus, Who is the express image of God. In Jesus the 

law and the shadows fade away and the realities of grace and truth are seen. Wonderful, 

marvelous light! Beautiful expression of God’s face! 

Let it now be upon us. How careful the Psalmist is in the choice of his words. He does 

not say ‘against’ us although the Word of God often speaks of the Lord's face being ‘against 

someone’. That someone is always the ungodly, wicked sinner whom the Lord abhors. He never 

sees the ‘good’ of which the text speaks. O, he receives good things which he also corrupts, but 

they only serve to magnify his judgment. The ‘Good’ is strange to him. But let it be upon us. Let 

that beautiful light reflected in Jesus of Bethlehem be upon us. Let it cover us, overshadow us so 

that we cannot be seen except in that Light. And make us bearers of that Light so that we may 

know what it is to be the “light of the world”. That is good! 

Who will show us that good? 

 Christian living is impossible except we see this light and observe this good. Christian 

thankfulness is impossible without it for thankfulness implies joy, and to be really glad requires 

the consciousness of the possession of this only good. True indeed, that many celebrate and 

assume the name, Christian, but as Jesus Himself tells us, “Many who say Lord, Lord, will never 

enter the Kingdom”. It is not a question of saying....it is a question of observing and doing.  

Who then will show us? 

The prime requisite to behold this good is faith. Your natural, physical eye cannot see it. 

The judgment passed through that eye always evaluates Jesus and His glory as nonsense and 

foolishness. It will have none of it. Your eye, by nature, is so filled with lusts that the most in-

telligent preacher or most stirring evangelist could not sever it from its firm hold upon the 

material things of this world. Your eye, not your faith, tells you that there is much good in the 

achievements and practices of men. But faith gives you a different viewpoint. Faith is the 

substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things unseen. What eye has not seen, ear has 

not heard, and what has never arisen in the heart of man, faith exposes. Jesus, the salvation of 

God, only faith can see. And that is God’s gift to His people. Wonderful gift of love! 



 Who will show us? You have the answer. Only God through faith. He opens the heavens 

before you so that you may look into them to foresee what awaits you. He unveils His Holy 

Word before your consciousness so that in that Word you are able to gather the precious and 

priceless gems. He shows you what is “good” and He gives you the power to grasp it and hold it 

fast. And He also reveals to you how that which appears to you to be so ‘apparently evil’ turns 

into your ‘good’.  

Yes, this is just the way God labors in and with His children. He did this with David. The 

insurrection, the persecution, the cursing and the mocking of Shimei, the exile, and the attitude 

of his men seemed like so many evils. The ‘good’ of it all could not be seen by the men of David 

and even the Psalmist himself confesses that he was in deep distress. That good could come out 

of this seemed impossible. Yet, the face of the Lord shone upon David and in due time and 

through the proper series of events, the Lord brought him back to Jerusalem and the kingdom. It 

was a good chastisement for the king. 

So today! In the world there is war and rumor of war! In industry we hear of repeated 

strife. Strikes in vital industries throw thousands of men into the camp of the unemployed. In the 

social world, evil is so predominant that it is abhorring to write about it. Then, not even to speak 

of the corruption in high places! Where can one find good in all of this? The world tries to 

console itself in the face of all this by attempting to believe that education and a more fair and 

equal distribution of the world’s goods will ultimately solve these evil and make everything 

'good’. But be not deceived! By faith we see that God uses all things in the realization of His 

good Kingdom. The measure of sin must be filled. The world must be ripe for judgment. Do not 

then look for good to come out of it all except through the refining judgment. 

Look at the church! Torn to pieces from within by worldliness and destroyed from 

without by the vain attempt to keep peace with her enemy. And those who would militate against 

evil and represent the truth are despised and not even considered as ‘church’. Show us good? 

Yes, the eyes of the Lord are upon them that fear Him. Has He not chosen the poor in this world, 

rich in faith and heirs of His Kingdom? Surely, it must be thus in order that the power of God 

may be displayed over against the impotency of man. Look at all things through the revelation of 

His Word and you begin to see the ‘good’ of it all. 

But what about you and me, Christian Friends? In our inquiry after good we desire more 

than to see it, do we not? Isn’t it the very purpose of our asking this question, that we may also 

experience the good? The men that followed David were not content with a mere statement of 

information that all was going to be all right in time. They insisted upon action. They wanted 

NOW to receive ‘good’. 

So also we! 

And the attainment of the consciousness of the only ‘good’ is alone in the way of walking 

daily in the fear of the Lord and in the keeping of His holy commandments. Walk in sin and seek 

that which the world calls ‘good’ and the wrath of the Most High will consume us. But on the 

other hand, follow the example of David whose delight was to dwell in the house of the Lord, 

and you will taste and see that God is good. 

“Be followers of us”, says the apostle, “even as we are followers of Christ”. That means 

walk by faith. Fix your eye upon the new Jerusalem which is above and separate yourself from 

everything that would make you feel strange, to that glorious city of God. Put on the whole 

armor of God and go out into the battle as soldiers of Jesus Christ to war the good fight of faith. 

Do not be ashamed of the reproach you must bear but only remember that it is a ‘good’ gift of 

grace that has been given to you, that now you may suffer for His sake. And above all keep your 



garments clean and unspotted in the world. The Lord loveth the righteous and He blesses those 

of an upright heart. Doing this faithfully, you will know ‘true good’. 

Thus you will sing: “O God how good Thou art....to all the pure of heart.... though life 

seems vain.... Burdened with anxious care.... I groped in dark despair ....till in Thy house of 

prayer....all was made plain”. You will sing this because your heart will over-abound with thanks 

giving. Thus it was with David. In his distress he prayed that God lift up His face upon him. The 

Lord answered and David then said: “Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time 

that their corn and their wine increased. I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep, for thou, 

Lord, only makest me to dwell in safety.” O, God, how good Thou art! 

Yes, irrespective of the material circumstances, God’s children learn by grace to give 

thanks for the ‘good’ which they possess, cannot be taken away from them. Heaven and earth 

shall pass away but not this ‘good’. God remaineth forever. He alone is good. He is our stay, 

even unto death. 

Wholehearted Thanksgiving! Joyful Praise! To Thee we bring O Thou GOOD! 
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