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The three possible purposes for celebrating a THANKSGIVING DAY are these: First, 

that on this day we give thanks in distinction from other days— that we as Christians on this day 

consciously give thanks to God for all things. Second, that on this day we give more thanks than 

we are accustomed to giving when pursuing our daily routine of life. That on this day we are 

going to take special notice of all things and make it our task to become extremely thankful—not 

that we are not thankful all the days of the year, but that on this day we are going to manifest this 

thankfulness in a special way. 

A final purpose might be that in this day we give thanks for some special thing. That on 

this day we give thanks for some evidence of God’s mercy and goodness which we deem worthy 

of special thanks—special thanks that is for some special thing. 

All of us being reared in soundly Reformed homes will see immediately that the first 

purpose proposed is thoroughly unscriptural. The Lord demands that each day we give thanks to 

Him and all His praise proclaim.—Psalm 92:1. 2. 

Furthermore, concerning the second purpose, the Lord not only demands of us that we 

give our thanks to Him every day but that each and every day we give our entire thanks. There 

are no degrees of thankfulness as far as God is concerned, so that today we can be truly and 

justifiably more thankful than tomorrow. God justly demands (in view of the fact that we were 

created capable of this) that each day we give Him our whole praise, adoration, and thanks. We 

must say with the Psalmist, “I will give thanks unto Jehovah with my whole heart.” 

Wholehearted thankfulness is surely the only thankfulness which is acceptable to God. If we are 

truly thankful, therefore, we will be wholeheartedly thankful. Furthermore, one cannot be more 

wholeheartedly thankful at one time than at another. The very word itself is indicative of this 

fact. Your heart, your all, is filled with thankfulness, praise, and adoration to its capacity; there is 

no room left for more thankfulness when you are wholeheartedly thankful. 

Finally, we must not only give thanks to God every day, and give this thanks 

wholeheartedly, but it must be a thanks for all things, whether these things seem good to us or 

not. For we know that all things work together for good to them that love God. There is no 

special thing, such as an abundant harvest, for which we give thanks to God. God must receive 

from us thanks and praise every day for all things. If it should please the Lord to give us an 

especially lean harvest, we must not say, “Well, we will look around us and find many other 

things for which to thank God”. No! We must thank Him for that lean harvest that He in His 

eternal counsel saw fit to give, confident that that also is a manifestation of His mercy and 

goodness towards us. God’s goodness is just as sure in that lean harvest as in an abundant 

harvest. We must say with Job of old, “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the 

Name of the Lord”. 

Young people, do you realize that really there should be no need for a Thanksgiving 

Day? Adam, if he had not fallen, would have carried out perfectly God’s command to be 

thankful to Him every day, wholeheartedly, for all things. God does not change His commands! 

It is still demanded of us that we give thanks to Him wholeheartedly, for all things every day. Let 

us realize that as we celebrate Thanksgiving Day this month. Let  the celebration of 

Thanksgiving Day serve to remind us again that this day should really not be necessary for us. 

And if we realize this our celebration of this day will certainly be changed. We feel that 



the manner in which we usually observe Thanksgiving Day is not an evidence of true humble 

thankfulness. Our tables are laden with the fruits of this earth, our families are gathered around 

us, and one ignorant of the occasion—looking in—might easily interpret and characterize our 

festivities with these words, “They eat, they drink, and they are merry for tomorrow they die.” 

Other than our presence in church—and shamefully enough, our church services are not even 

well attended on this day— and a prayer before devouring this overabundance of wealth, what 

are our evidences of thankfulness on this day? Surely the modern Thanksgiving Day is not 

characterized by our daily obligation to God to give thanks—thanks to the Almighty God—

wholehearted thanks, for all things. 

Also if we realize the true significance of Thanksgiving our attitude towards this day 

must necessarily change. Is your attitude towards this day truly one of thankfulness? Yes, only 

God can search and know the heart. However, from outward appearances it seems that too often 

our individual attitudes towards this day are not primarily what they should be. To many college 

students the day is more significant as an oasis in the desert of work—a chance to catch up on 

outside reading, book reports, and the like. To the laborer often its primary importance lies in the 

fact that it is a day of vacation. To the housewife, it may mean just a headache. What is your 

attitude towards Thanksgiving Day? 
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