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In a recent letter published in behalf of our Radio Broadcasting, an attempt was made to 

set forth our specific calling in this connection. Furthermore, a paragraph was included to 

disclose the manner in which we are fulfilling that calling. (The full text of the letter referred to 

comes at the end of this article). 

You may have begun to wonder, why I selected the title I did for my article in connection 

with this subject. Let me go on to explain that the purpose is twofold. First, to show that the past 

accusation, which perhaps still lingers, of our one sidedness, is somewhat true. In the second 

place because it allows me to reveal my thoughts in a figurative way. 

There have always been those who would make the preacher a mere salesman selling his 

goods to all at the same price. Namely, the accepting of the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour 

in order that He may save them from their sins. This is the one extreme. The other, of which we 

are often accused, is nothing but pure determinism or fatalism. To this accusation I do not render 

my support. However, to this problem of seeking a middle road I present an analogous one. 

There are those also, who are perhaps largely the same group before referred to, who 

would make the sole purpose of the Gospel, the saving of souls. Resulting in the gross error that 

it is used, more properly said misused, in any fashion which appears to bring a larger number 

into the fold. Yes, and not only that, but even the character of the fold is often changed in order 

to enlarge the group. This practice we of course deplore. On the other hand it is not a matter of 

which we are to be unconcerned. We cannot say in a negative way that we (the Church of Jesus 

Christ) are not a “soul-saving” agency. Are not we the laborers in that field which is white unto 

the harvest? 

Concretely let us consider the matter: True enough, as the letter which I previously 

referred to, sets forth, it is our calling as God’s Church to preach the Word. But that Word is the 

Way, the Truth, and the Light, and no man cometh unto the Father but by Him. Surely, then, if 

we have that Truth and we do, then we declare, proclaim, set forth, and show that Way. If we 

have that Truth, then, truly are we a “soul-saving’’ agency. Not that we save the souls, no. we are 

but the agents. Is there not a purpose for our preaching the Gospel? Or, is it not proper for us to 

look for fruit upon our labor? Is it not expected that there shall be fruit upon our labor if we 

preach the Word? Is it not the very joy of our labor to see that there is fruit? If we cannot say that 

we are a “soul-saving" agency then where shall we find one? 

Finally, to those who would profess to be soul-savers and proclaim the lie, let us declare 

that they are false prophets and teachers who only show the road that leadeth to destruction. Let 

us not sacrifice that mission which is ours—the Word of God is not as though it has no effect, for 

either it sanctifieth or condemneth—but rather we know that the only way that a lost soul can be 

saved is for it to know the Truth. 

 

 

October 1, 1949 

Dear Member of First Church, 

We would like to have a little chat with you. As you know, fall marks the beginning of a 

new season for most of our church activities, and thus it usually is considered the beginning of a 

new season of radio broadcasting also. And at the beginning of a new season we want to try 



something new also, therefore this letter finds its way to you. And marvelous to say, it’s not a 

request for money, though we can always use that. Rather we would like to get down at least in 

our first few letters, to some real fundamentals of radio preaching. 

The first fundamental about which we are writing is our calling to preach the Word. This, 

of course, is basic. Because we are called by God to preach the Word we have preaching services 

on Sunday. Because we are so called we have missionaries in the field. And also because we are 

so called we have radio preaching by means of the Reformed Witness Hour. 

Involved in that calling are three elements. First of all, you notice that it is our calling. 

That means that we do not simply begin to preach “on our own hook”, but that as a church of 

Jesus Christ are called to do so. Besides, it means that it is our calling. The church preaches, be it 

through the means of the minister. Otherwise, we could just write this letter to our ministers. 

In the second place, we are called to preach the Word, in other words, to expound the 

Word of God and to proclaim it as living witnesses. 

And finally, we are called to preach the Word. That means that the Word is at once the 

limitation and the power of our preaching. 

Now, you may ask: what has all this to do with the Reformed Witness Hour? Concretely 

this: we are not on the air as a propaganda agency in the spirit of modem, high-pressure 

advertising. Nor are we on the air as a “soul-saving” agency. But we are on the air in the 

consciousness of a deeply spiritual calling to preach the Word as a church of Jesus Christ. That 

calling is as basic to radio preaching as it is to our church services themselves. And the radio 

committee feels the need of keeping this fact in mind, both for itself and for the congregation. 

Yours in the cause of Christ, The Radio Committee, 

First Protestant Reformed Church. 
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