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LESSON XL. 

The Royal Entry 

(John 12:12-19) 

 

 

The History: 

Be sure to read the entire narrative before you begin to study or discuss it. To get a 

complete picture also read Matt. 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44. 

It was now Sunday. With His disciples Jesus left Bethany, going to Jerusalem by way of 

the Mt. of Olives. The news was soon spread to Jerusalem that Jesus was coming. And so there 

are two multitudes, the one, a very great one according to Matthew, met Him, spreading their 

garments in the way, and the other was the group that was with Jesus, perhaps having come to 

Bethany to see the risen Lazarus. It was this miracle, says John, that created such a tremendous 

stir at this time. And since all the circumstances for this event were controlled by Jesus, it is plain 

that He also wanted these things to happen. Having acquired a colt of an ass He further proceeds 

on the way. Descending the mountain it all begins to take form. The disciples (the multitude with 

Jesus) take their own garments and put them on the colt’s back. Later they spread them in the 

way. The other multitude meets Jesus, and spreads palm branches, etc., In the way. See the 

procession, and it is 

continually growing in numbers. Listen to them (the group with Jesus first of all) shout and sing. 

Here they see the fulfillment of Zech. 9:9 before their very eyes. So Jesus enters the royal city. 

And the Pharisees are more than ever before at a loss what to do next. 

 

Its Significance in the Eyes of the People: 

Why did Jesus so enter Jerusalem? How must we explain this doing of the people? First 

of all we must understand that the raising of Lazarus brought Jesus’ popularity to a climax. Such 

works were simply unheard of. Secondly, we must remember that the people, including the 

disciples, had always bosomed the idea that Jesus would become an earthly king. And according 

to all appearances now the time had come. And they will give Him a royal welcome. All will hail 

Jesus as king. They even quote Ps. 118, not because they understood it, but because it was 

customary to sing this song at the Passover when the festival procession was received by the 

priests. But it certainly applied to Christ who would be the King of Israel. 

Naturally their expectations were never realized. How could it be so, for Christ came to 

establish a spiritual kingdom. Such a kingdom the Jew's did not want, in fact they hated it. 

Therefore this apparent zeal for Him spelled deep suffering for Jesus. These people quote pan of 

Psalm 118, but reject another part which speaks of rejecting the cornerstone, Christ Jesus. They 

will use Scripture as it is convenient for them. A Jesus they will have for their carnal benefit, but 

the Christ of the Scriptures they reject. Jesus of Nazareth is praised, but the Christ they despise. 

Now they sing hosannas, but soon many of them will cry: Crucify Him. Crucify Him. 

 

Its True Significance: 

But what does this really mean? Why did Jesus so enter Jerusalem? First of all we must 



see that this indeed is a fulfillment of the prophecy of Zechariah. And so the Lord shows that He 

indeed is the King of Israel, and Jerusalem is the capital of His realm. By God He has been 

appointed as King over Zion, the Church of the living God. And having set His face toward 

Jerusalem for some time, He will now come to His kingdom and become her King. 

However, take notice of the manner in which He comes. First of all He rides on a colt of 

an ass. Horses were used by kings in warfare. They were the symbols of strength. But donkeys? 

They were the lowly beasts of burden. As the humble One Jesus will become King of Zion. 

Notice, too, that Christ comes without a crown on His head, poor and unarmed. What an entry! 

Did you ever hear of such an ascension to the throne? Christ will come in the way of humility, 

poverty, and not with strength of arms, but obedience to the Father. He is the humble servant of 

the Lord. To the cross He will go and so establish His kingdom and become King in glory. And 

this way Christ will go after He throughout His life has made plain to the people by words and 

works that He is the Son of God. He who has the power to raise a Lazarus out of the grave of 

corruption will now give Himself into the hands of men to be crucified. So He enters Jerusalem. 

Questions: How did Jesus lay hold of this colt? Why did the Jews cast palm branches on the way 

before Him? Is this the origin of Palm Sunday?  Did the disciples understand this entry? Why 

not? 

 

LESSON X LI. 

The Request of the Greeks and Jesus’ Reply 

(John 12:20-36) 

 

The Request, vss. 20-22: 

We must not think that this is the only thing that happened during the days following the 

royal entry. According to the Synoptics many things took place, in fact Jesus must have been 

very busy. But John, with his own peculiar purpose in mind, speaks only of this request of the 

Greeks and Jesus’ answer. In fact it is the testimony of Jesus that he wishes to tell us, showing 

how the Greek’s request was the occasion for making it. 

Who these Greeks were is difficult to say. It is quite certain, however, that they lived in 

the region of the Dispersion of the Jews and so came into contact with the Jewish religion. They 

most probably were proselytes and came to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. But they have a 

special interest in Jesus. “We would see Jesus”. What a beautiful request! They approach Philip, 

perhaps because they knew him. But Philip, not daring to approach Jesus alone, consults with 

Andrew, and both go to Jesus. 

 

Jesus’ Reaction, vss. 23-36: 

The request makes Jesus glad. It reminds Him of the great influx of Gentiles which will 

come after His death and resurrection. Therefore the time is not yet ripe for the Greeks and their 

request, i.e., for the Gentiles to be brought into the fold. Consequently Jesus begins to speak 

about His death. Was not Jonah’s way from the Jews, through the belly of the fish, to the people 

of Nineveh? This Jesus further compares with a kernel of wheat. If it is not planted, and 

consequently does not die in the ground, it does not bring forth fruit. It must die. So, too, Christ 

except He suffer and die and be buried, will abide alone, i.e., there will be no people saved by 

Him. Doing this He will not love His present earthy life and shun the cross. And the disciples 

must also learn of this, for so it will also be with them later. They must follow Jesus, do as He 

does, hate their present, earthly life in this world, and accept their cross, suffer and die for His 



cause. And then they (His servants) shall be with Him in glory, being honored by the Father. Of 

all this Jesus is reminded by the request of the Greeks. The hour is very near. 

Questions: What is meant by Jesus' hour? What does Jesus mean by hating our lives? By 

loving them? How do covenant young people often love their lives? 

 

The Significance of the Hour. vss. 27-33:  

For the Father: Through it the Father will be glorified. By means of the cross the Son will 

shed His innocent, righteous blood. The implications of this work and its deep motives of love 

and mercy no human mind will ever be able to comprehend. But being saved by faith the saints 

will forever sing Hallelujahs unto God. God’s name null be glorified through this hour, the hour 

of Christ's suffering. The very thought of it troubles Jesus' soul. No wonder! What awful suffer-

ing, pain and sorrow lie ahead! Shall He really pray for deliverance from it? Oh no, for this cause 

He came into the world. And God answers from heaven, not for Jesus, but for Christ’s audience. 

Remarkable it is that they don’t understand this speech. The same thing happened with Saul with 

His conversion. No, men must not hear directly from heaven, they must live by faith. And yet 

they must know that He is of the Father. Of this they are convinced, because be it thunder (which 

is very rare in the blue skies of Palestine) or a voice of an angel, they know it was the doing of 

God. It indeed was “supernatural”. 

For the world: The world by this hour, the cross, will be condemned. The Jews will think 

that they have condemned Jesus. And this they did, because of their hatred and reproach for the 

Son of God, yes, God Himself. But by means of this, their action, they are condemned by God, 

for they have shown what they will do with God if only they can lay their hands on Him. 

Therefore this is the condemnation of the world. Cf. Col. 2:15. 

For the Church: And the church will be saved by this hour. Christ will then draw all men 

unto Him, i.e., when He shall be lifted up from the earth. And this signifies what death He should 

die. In other words His death will be different than that of others. Through it He will leave this 

world and be lifted up, naturally into heaven. The first step in this lifting up we find in the cross. 

There He was literally lifted up. But this was followed by His ascension when He went to the 

Father. And from there, with the power of the Spirit and Word He will draw all (His own) unto 

Himself.  

Questions: Prove from the previous verses that the word “all” cannot refer to all men in 

the world. For what other reasons is this impossible? 

 

Walk While Ye Have the Light, vss. 34-36: 

This the people cannot understand. Won't the Messiah stay with them forever? Imagine 

they expected not only a perfect kingdom on their earth, but an eternal one. That was their 

conception of heaven. But how can Jesus then speak of leaving this earth if He indeed is the 

Christ? 

Jesus does not enter upon the question raised, but directs the questioners to that one point 

which concerns them. They must walk in the light; this they cannot do when it is dark. The 

picture given is that of a man who must reach a certain destination by walking. Naturally, he 

walks when it is light, not when the darkness has covered the earth. The Light, of course, refers 

to Christ. He is the Light. By darkness is meant the power of sin, which, when it comes upon us, 

lays hold of us, and we are helpless victims in the clutches of the devil. And these people must 

believe while they have the light. Jesus will be with them only for a few days, then the apostles 

will preach for a time, but after that the Lord will come with terrible judgment upon the Jews. 



Chap. 7.34. Think of the destruction of Jerusalem. No longer will the Word of God, the Light, 

come to them after that. 

And the same thing happens in our lives. No, Jesus does not invite us unto salvation, nor 

knock at the door; He demands obedience and faith. But how long does the Lord come with this 

demand to men? All their life long? By no means. There is also the darkness. When men refuse 

to heed His Word He gives them over unto sin and the “darkness comes upon them”. 

 

LESSON X L I I. 

Summary of Jesus’ Public Ministry 

(John 12:37-50) 

 

The Effect, vss. 37-41: 

In these words John first of all sums up the results of all Jesus’ preaching and working of 

miracles. And what are the results? Large followings? The very opposite is true. As a nation 

Israel did not believe in Him, even though He had done so many miracles before them. Vs. 42 

tells us that there were many among the chief rulers that did believe on Him, but feared to 

confess their allegiance to Him. Cowards they were. And yet we can understand it, because we 

see the same thing throughout the ages. But on a whole few believed on Him. 

Why? Was He not the pedagogue par excellens? Even the Jews testified that never spake a 

man like this one. And He taught with authority. Then, too, remember all the mighty miracles. 

Why then was the group of disciples so small? 

The verses 38-41 tell us. The answer is given from the viewpoint of God’s sovereignty 

and Counsel. First of all these Jews were hardened by the preaching of Jesus. By means of His 

work, their eyes were blinded, and their hearts hardened. The more they heard of Jesus the more 

they hated Him. And do not think that this effect was contrary to God’s purpose, as if God had 

good intentions, but the unbelief of man put them to naught. Never! The text states very plainly 

that Jesus preached to them in order that these things would take place. The same had been true 

in Isaiah’s day. Is. 6. But now this must be fully realized, therefore Jesus must fulfill also this 

prophecy. The effect, therefore, was according to God’s purpose. 

But why must it be so? To answer this question we must take notice of the time in which 

the Gospel was brought, both to the Jews in Isaiah's day and in Christ’s day. From Isaiah 1-5 it is 

plain that Israel has been an apostatizing nation. Terribly wicked it had been and refused the 

Word of the Lord. In our lesson we find these words to be a summary of the effect of Jesus’ 

works. The Word had been preached to them, wonders they had seen in great numbers, etc. And 

they were hardened by them according to God's purposes. Sure, for is not this the Israel that 

throughout the ages had stoned the prophets, and killed God’s servants, and refused His Word. 

Men can never play with the Word of God. It is always a power that saves us, or that hardens us 

in terrible unbelief. 

And this took place, naturally, according to God’s eternal decree of reprobation. 

Reprobated they were from eternity. But God always works out reprobation through the way of 

unbelief. First of all there is God’s election and reprobation, according to His sovereign good 

pleasure. Then in time all men are born in sin and worthy of hell. To them God comes with His 

Word. Some, by the grace of God believe. Why? Because according to election it is given unto 

them to do so. But others hearing that same Word willfully refuse to give heed. Why? Because of 

their sinful nature? Sure, but also remember that the grace of faith is not given them because they 

have been reprobated. And so it was here. And their unbelief must be revealed in the highest 



sense, not only by rejecting the prophets, but also the very Son of God.  

Questions: What is the difference between reprobation on account of unbelief and 

reprobation through the way of unbelief? What is the Arminian conception of election, and of 

reprobation (if there is any)? Does the calling of the Word of God in the preaching come to all or 

only to the elect? 

 

A Summary of Jesus’ Teachings, vss. 43-50: 

Bengel: “It is the evangelist who here sums up from all the utterances of Jesus the 

essentials of His testimony to the Jews”. In all Jesus' words He had uttered this one call: He that 

believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on Him that sent Me. Here again we see how John 

points us to the very theme of His Gospel narrative, namely, that the Word has become flesh. He 

is the very Son of God. With the Old Testament prophets the wide gap between men and God 

was bridged with the Word, but between Jesus and the Sender there is no gap. He is from 

heaven, and he who sees Him sees the One Who sent Him. Notice how in these verses the 

element of faith is emphasized. In this Son of God we must believe. And what about those who 

do not believe? No, He does not judge, i.e., not by Himself. He will judge, now and in the day of 

days by His Word. And whose Word is this? The Father’s. For in all things the Father gave Him 

commandment what He should say. And that Word is life everlasting. Believe it and we shall 

have life everlasting. 

 

LESSON XLIII. 

Jesus Washes His Disciples Feet 

(John 13:1-17) 

 

The Washing, vss. 1-11: 

Be sure to read all the verses before you begin to study the lesson. The chapters 13-17 

comprise the works and sayings of Jesus of the last evening of His earthly life. His attestation to 

the Jews, as we noted in the previous lesson, has already been ended. 

It is now Thursday evening, the evening on which the Passover lamb was to be eaten. 

This was on the 14th of Nisan. The next day would be, what has become known throughout the 

world since then as, Good Friday. All that is therefore recorded in the chapters 13-19 took place 

in the next 24 hours. 

First of all there is the foot washing. Verse 1 is rather difficult to understand. The main 

idea is that instead of being busy with Himself Jesus is concerned only about His own, those 

whom He has loved from eternity. Then we can also ask why does the writer insert vss. 2 and 3. 

What does that have to do with the foot-washing ? Very likely this is given to show us the 

undisturbed, clear elevation of Jesus’ might of love over the impending outbreak of this devilish 

treachery, which could even now, immediately before its occurrence, confuse His mind. But 

nothing of the king. Jesus’ love for His own is strong. 

According to instructions the Passover supper is ready. (Not ended as in the A. V.) The 

disciples appointed for the work have all things ready. Since all wore sandals it was customary 

that their feet be washed before they would sit down (or lie down on couches) at the table. This 

was ordinarily the work of the most humble slave. However, this being a private meal there is no 

one to perform this menial service. And none of the disciples volunteer. Why the very thought is 

inconceivable. Are they not the future “cabinet-members” of the Messianic king! They will soon 

be lords. And so they all take their places. There, to their utter amazement, Jesus takes the basin 



and the towel and begins to wash their dirty feet. Imagine, Jesus, the Messiah, who would soon, 

according to their hopes, ascend the glorious throne of Israel. And one has to know their sharp 

class distinctions to appreciate the significance of this action, and their amazement. 

Naturally all this is symbolic. So Jesus will wash them and all His people from the 

pollution of sin with His blood. And the humility expressed here is not to be compared with that 

which He does as the Son of God, assuming a human nature subject to the results of sin and 

dying on the accursed tree. But out of love He does so; He is their servant, and will be of service 

to them. 

This the disciples do not understand as yet. This we learn from Peter's refusal to let Jesus 

wash his feet. Peter may have thought that it would be possible for him to wash Jesus' feet, and 

serve Him, or even to let the feet unwashed; but Jesus wash his feet? Never, not unto eternity, he 

states. But then he will have no part in Jesus. And immediately the impetuous Peter becomes 

extreme in the other direction. Now his hands and head must be washed. But this isn’t necessary 

since the washing of the feet is symbolic of washing the other mentioned members. 

 

The Disciples must Wash Each Other’s Feet, vss. 13-17: 

Now Jesus applies this His doing to that of His disciples. They must do likewise. If they 

call Him Master and Lord (better, the Master and the Lord) and He washed their feet they should 

surely do so with one another. However, do not fail to understand Jesus here. The point to be 

emphasized here is that they can do so only because Jesus has first done such for them. Only 

when we are cleansed in His blood is it possible for us to wash each other’s feet. Jesus can never 

be our example except He first be our Saviour. 

The washing of each other's feet means that they must be of service to one another. This 

implies first of all that they must be clothed with humility. No wonder that Peter later speaks of 

this in the 5th chapter of his first epistle. It means that we must willingly use our gifts and time 

and talents for the benefit of each other as of the one household of faith. Literally it means that 

we are always ready to serve, to help others in the church. So we must be humble and ready. 

But it also implies that we must be willing to be served. This Peter refused to do. His 

pride was too great to be served by Jesus. Yet it must be so, with Jesus, but also with one 

another. Never may we be too proud to be served with gifts, admonitions, prayers, comforting 

words, etc. of our fellow-Christians. 

Questions: Why can’t Jesus be an example for everybody?  Mention different 

possibilities of serving one another. Also of being served. Why does human nature refuse to do 

either of the two? What does Q. 55 of the Heid. Cat. teach in re this subject? 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 10 No 2 November 1949 


