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Dear Schuiler: 

What do you think about Insurance, such as Life and Hail Insurance, or what it might be? 

Is it proper for Christian people of our Denomination to insure whatever they own? It seems as 

though man puts his trust outside of God and in that way puts his trust more in the Insurance than 

in God. 

Sincerely, B. V. 

 

Here we deal with a question which arises every so often. There was a time when the 

question of Insurance was a very live issue among a great segment of Reformed people. Today 

one does not hear much about the “Insurance” question, and I believe that most of our people 

carry some kind of an insurance policy. Whether this is a sign of improvement or not is a 

different question. Of course if insurance in itself were sinful fifty years ago, it is sinful today, 

for God’s law does not change. And that many Reformed people in the past were not at all 

‘insurance minded’, can readily be understood. In fact that there are still a number of our people 

who are not ‘insurance minded’, I can also understand. And personally I also belong to that 

group. It was just in the recent past that I took out an insurance policy for my car to protect the 

'other man'. That’s all the insurance I have and I care to have no more. 

But you ask me concerning my opinion about insurance. My opinion is such that I don’t 

want it for myself if I can possibly do without it. But I am quite liberal with respect to my fellow 

Christians. If they want to take out insurance my attitude is: “That’s their business and that’s up 

to their conscience.” I know very well that Insurance can easily be overdone, but I never heard of 

any one yet who could prove from the Scriptures that it is positively sin. If it is, we may not have 

car insurance, we may not insure our homes, our furniture, we may not even insure our 

mortgaged church, which usually requires insurance. And, naturally, it seems to me, we could 

not tolerate members in our churches who sell insurance. I don’t think we are ready to go that 

far. But we would have to carry matters that far if insurance were principally wrong. Besides, let 

us not forget that many other things can be abused and misused. 

Does the foregoing mean now that I would want to advocate that we take out all kind of 

insurance policies? Not at all. In fact I know that some people are insurance-poor. I can also see 

the actual danger that people trust too much in their insurance instead of wholly trusting in God. 

Again, I can see that at times the world ‘helps us out’ when there would be a wonderful 

opportunity for the Church to practice the mercy of Christ. And all this is due to the fact that 

Insurance is an institution of the world and does not reckon with the Word or the Church. And 

much so-called ‘necessary insurance’ has also come about by the modern age in which we live. 

  1. If it is wrong for Christian people of our denomination to carry insurance, it is wrong 

for everybody, because there is but one law of God for all men. 

  2. Whenever we take out insurance, and in as far as we carry insurance, let us do it as 

before the face of God, and not put our trust in the means of ‘protection’, but solely in God. 

 3. If taking out insurance is for us a question of “faith” there will be no danger that we 

become “insurance-mad”, “mammon-minded”, or put our trust in the things that perish. But 

whatever is not out of faith is sin. That also covers insurance. 

4. Therefore, if my brother takes out insurance ‘in faith’, I will not stumble over his 



action. That is a matter between him and his God. On the other hand if I “in faith” do not take 

out insurance, let my brother not stumble over me and call me a “fool” for not following his 

example. I will not judge him. Neither should he try to lord it over my conscience. I think here 

we deal with the principle: “He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks: and he 

that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth thanks.” (Romans 14:6b). 

SCHUILER. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 10 No 2 November 1949 


