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As Ahab and Jezebel, the wicked king and queen of Bible times demanded of Naboth, 

“Give me thy vineyard”, so the United Electric Company demanded of the simple hill folk the 

land in the valley in the Ozarks where they made their living on the farms their grandparents had 

built up to fertility and passed on to the generations following. With dishonesty and fraud the 

Electric Company forced the sale of these farms and in many cases paid the owners much less 

than the land was worth. Anger and bitterness filled the hearts of the hill people and an official of 

the Electric Company paid with his life. 

Give Me Thy Vineyard is the story of Hiram Jackson, a big and powerful mountaineer, 

who was forced into the life of an outlaw, living in a cave in the mountains, hiding from even his 

friends, keeping secret trysts with a couple chosen friends to keep in touch with the world from 

which he was a fugitive: it is the story of Rose Gurney, Hiram’s fiancee, whose love and faithful 

devotion through the years of anxious waiting gave her lover the strength to keep his senses; it is 

also the story of Grady Rogers, the stranger who came to teach school at Stony Point, so that his 

invalid son might benefit from the fresh, clean air of the Ozarks, and found that his duties 

became that of a preacher as well as a teacher. 

This book is the first prize winner in Zondervan’s $10,000.00 International Fiction 

Contest. The story gives the reader an insight into the life of the hill billy people of the Ozarks 

with their strange dialect, simple standard of living, and strict observance of the code of the hills. 

The Christian philosophy brought out in this story sadly lacks many of the Reformed 

ideals we cherish. This is especially evident in the last chapter in which Grady Rogers told the 

hill people that before Christ would wash away their sins they must roll away the stone of 

stubborn refusal from the door of their heart even as the stone was rolled away from Lazarus’ 

tomb before Jesus called him from death to life. The Christianity of the hill people and the 

ministry of Grady Rogers is characterized by the shallow simplicity of our Arminian fellow 

Christians. Merely as a novel, the book may be considered a good book—very well written, 

interesting, and easily read; but as a Christian novel it does not fulfill our requirements. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 10 No 2 November 1949 


