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Again we are about to commemorate what the undersigned considers to be the greatest 

event within the Church since the days of the apostles. God, who alone does His work 

throughout the ages, accomplishes this work by means of the weakest instruments and when His 

time is come. The Lord has chosen the poor, the base, the ignoble, the despised of this world. 

Hence, the reformer, Zwingli, emerges from an Alpine shepherds hut; Melanchton comes from 

an armorer’s shop; and Luther is born in the cottage of a poor miner. The time had come when 

the Church of God was about to be released, delivered from the shackles of Rome, from the 

spiritual imprisonment of the Roman clergy, and return to the freedom of the Word of God and 

the service of and fellowship with the alone and ever blessed God. Unto this end the Lord raised 

up a man, Martin Luther by name, lawyer-monk-priest-doctor of Divinity, who, on the thirty-first 

day of October, 1517, four hundred and thirty two years ago, ignited the spark which set the 

entire Church ablaze, when he nailed his ninety five theses to the church door at Wittenberg the 

evening before the Catholic All-Saints Day. 

What is the Reformation, its chief significance and what is the calling which this 

tremendous movement enjoins upon us? We pride ourselves in the fact that we are the children 

or sons of the Reformation, but what does this mean? October 31 is and should be observed by 

us with the greatest joy and the most profound gratitude. But this also implies that we must walk 

in the steps of the Reformation, must also reveal ourselves as true sons and daughters of this 

great movement of God. 

The Reformation, from the viewpoint of Luther’s role in this tremendous movement, was 

almost purely soteriological, a matter of personal salvation, of rest and peace for his soul. Who is 

not acquainted with his unceasing, feverish quest for rest and peace for his troubled, sin-laden 

soul. He was always brilliant in his studies, and his father, recognizing this ability in his son at an 

early age, resolved to give him a thorough education and prepare him for a place of prominence 

and distinction in the world. Martin was to become a doctor of law. While attending the 

university at Erfurt, after having completed preliminary study at Mansfield, Magdeburg, and 

Eisenbach, the intrepid German reformer came under the preaching of an evangelist preacher in 

that city, who boldly exhorted his hearers to read the Bible, and preached sin and condemnation. 

Through the instrumentality of this preacher Luther was brought to a consciousness of sin and 

guilt, which began to plague and torment him more and more. Thereupon Luther had gone forth 

in search of a Bible, but was unable to find any. 

It was this consciousness of sin and guilt and his feverish quest for rest and peace for his 

tormented soul which determined the reformer's career. This explains why he now decides to 

abandon his career as lawyer, and also, despite the vehement protests of his friends and the 

denunciations of his father, to enter the quiet of a convent, there to give himself wholly unto the 

Lord. In this convent he fulfills all the duties and obligations laid upon him, constantly in search 

of peace for his troubled soul; and there he finds a Bible, reads it untiringly, and becomes 

acquainted with the truth that salvation is of grace alone, and with the wonderful words, “The 

just shall live by faith alone.” Later, Luther becomes a priest and doctor of Divinity. 

At this time in his life, however, Luther had not as yet broken with Rome, and he 

continued to view the Church and his salvation as inseparably connected. It is because of this 

that he journeyed to Rome, begins to climb Pilate’s Staircase, stops in the midst of his ascent, 



and flees from the place in horror and terror, when the truth of God’s Word, that the just shall 

live by faith, strikes into his consciousness as a thunder bolt. While in Rome he had been amazed 

and profoundly shaken by the corruption of the Church which he had witnessed there. Returning 

home, he pondered upon his spiritual problem and the now thoroughly familiar words of 

Scripture, “The just shall live by faith,” began to take ever deeper root in his heart and soul. Soon 

after this incident, he opposes the shameless Tetzel who was selling indulgences, and, in oppo-

sition to this shameful practice, nailed his ninety five theses to the church door at Wittenberg on 

Oct. 31, 1517, the evening before the Catholic All-Saints Day. This act of Luther was the spark 

which set the entire Church-world ablaze. Finally, he was put under the ban, but nothing could 

separate him from the blessed consciousness of his justification and forgiveness of sins; and his 

words, spoken at the Diet of Worms in April of 1521. “Here I stand, so help me God”, have 

resounded and re-echoed throughout the ages. 

Now we are enabled to understand the chief significance of the Reformation. The 

important heritage of this tremendous movement is the liberation, the freeing, the unshackling of 

the Bible, the written, infallibly written Word of God. Luther knew that he obtained peace for his 

soul through the Bible. He, therefore, set out, not to destroy the Church, but to reform it, and he 

began to denounce the corrupt practices of the Church, which bound the consciences of the 

people of God and deprived them of the blessedness of forgiveness. He would have the Church 

return to the Scriptures. In this, however, he was frustrated and opposed and finally put under the 

ban. The reformer, however, refused to budge; he clung to the Word of God; and later translated 

the Scriptures into the German language, the language of the people. And so the Bible had been 

removed from its shelf of retirement and bondage, and once more became the property of the 

common people. 

What is the implication of this tremendous truth for us, especially for us as young people? 

We pride ourselves in the fact, do we not, that we are sons and daughters of the Reformation. Do 

we rejoice in the fact that the Scriptures have been removed from their shelf of ecclesiastically 

forced retirement and returned into the hands of the common people? If so, permit me, then, to 

ask a few pertinent questions. Do we acknowledge the Word of God as the sole Standard of all 

life and doctrine? Do we bow before that Word as having absolute authority? Do we constantly 

examine all things, our Confessions and also ourselves, in the light of that Word? Do we really 

rejoice in the possession of it, which must imply that we study it? It can hardly be said of our 

young people, generally speaking, that they really busy themselves with the Scriptures. Do we 

read spiritual literature, spiritual books, and do they serve their purpose of leading us to the 

Bible? 

We are indeed the sons and daughters of the Reformation. Let us, then, also walk as such. 

May it indeed be said that the Word of God is a lamp before our feet and a light upon our path. 

The Word of God has been liberated from its Roman Catholic bondage. May it be that liberated 

book also among us. And remember, as Protestant Reformed young people, we occupy the 

position that we may read those Scriptures in the most glorious light which has ever been cast 

upon the blessed Word of God. The Word has been liberated and is free; let us study it, 

conscientiously and prayerfully, and we, too, shall be free, yea, free indeed.  
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