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Since the startling news that Russia has produced the atomic bomb, everyone has been 

suddenly aroused from a sense of security and from the feverish effort to obtain security, and our 

leaders feel the immediate and pressing necessity of reconsidering our entire defense. All along 

the line there is much thought given to the grave implications of this news. When atomic 

weapons were first used by the U. S. we were warned that it could be kept secret for only about 

five years. Now those years are past. Some are still telling us that there is no need to fear, for the 

fact that Russia has the bomb does not mean that she can produce these bombs in effective 

numbers. Nevertheless, our pacts for security may become obsolete overnight. All our diplomatic 

relations and our economic program may have to be seriously revised. 

We live in a fast changing and developing world. None of us should ever be led to think 

that we have any lasting security here. Nor should we put our confidence in the atomic bombs as 

an insurance of our safety. We must realize that there always are and always shall be grave 

dangers for the truth and for the faith of the church, and yet that through all these terrors the truth 

shall prevail and God’s Kingdom shall come. 

Nevertheless we watch with concern the pattern unfolding before our eyes. Who knows 

what this means for the future world? 

One of the most interesting and distinct thoughts about this comes, I think, from Dorothy 

Thompson, from which I quote: 

“Russia did not need the atomic bomb to conquer China, nor does she need it to 

conquer Europe and Asia. She needed it to neutralize the United States. 

“The defense of the United States and areas vital to our security depends upon the 

supremacy, not the superiority, of the American Air Force. 

“That supremacy existed through a monopoly of the atomic bomb. That monopoly 

meant that, although the Red armies could easily over-run Europe and Asia, the 

key cities of Russia itself could be destroyed by the American Air Force in a 

matter of hours, while American cities would be safe. 

“That one-way danger of Russia has been the chief military deterrent to Russian 

conquest. 

“The day American air supremacy ceases, the Russian struggle for world 

dominion will pass into the final stage. And American air supremacy ceases to 

exist the day the Russians are able to destroy American cities and their 

inhabitants. 

“For whereas the American Air Force, armed with a monopolized weapon, has 

been an effective deterrent against aggression and a safe American defense, the 

Russians already have supremacy in other military fields: the supremacy of 

geographical position; of unmatched manpower and every sort of artillery able to 

move in all directions on land (but not across the seas) and of native will to 

power. 

“Therefore, the day Russia overcomes American air supremacy, she achieves 

military supremacy. And, I repeat, Russia overcomes our only supremacy, not 

when she is equal or superior to us in the air, but when she overcomes 

vulnerability to atomic attack. 



“Everyone will realize this soon and there will be great repercussions. The 

American people will lose confidence in their security. The European peoples will 

doubt our willingness to resist in Europe when our own people are menaced. 

Europeans and Asiatics will apprehend their position in an atomic crossfire. 

“Peace with freedom, therefore, demands not the international prohibition and 

control of atomic weapons alone, but the equal prohibition and control of all 

weapons, not the outlawing of one form of war, but the outlawing of all 

aggression, under—to quote Vishinsky on the atomic bomb— “adequate, rigid, 

unconditional, international controls.” 

“The United States has about 10 historical minutes to mobilize the world for this, 

while she still has supremacy in the air. Otherwise the tide which we could have 

taken at the flood of 1947 will have passed.” 

“And darkness will fall.” 

* * * * * 

Most of us know very little about atomic energy aside from the fact that it shortened the 

war with Japan. 

Perhaps the most important discovery which led up to the atomic bomb is the fact that the 

atom is not indivisible. For many centuries the atom was thought to be the smallest possible 

particle of matter. Since the largest atom is only about one-hundred-millionth of an inch in dia-

meter, it would seem that this view of the atom was reasonable enough. 

However, just before the beginning of the twentieth century, scientists discovered 

electrons—those infinitely smaller particles of atoms which are negatively charged. Then came 

the finding of a central nucleus made up of positively charged protons and neutral neutrons. 

Around this nucleus revolved many elections. Just think of a tiny solar system, with the nucleus 

as the sun, and you'll get the idea. 

The nucleus, it seems, is the controlling power of the atom. Change the nucleus, and you 

change the atom. In the process of changing the atom, energy is released. And there you have 

Atomic Energy! It's that simple. . . .(?) Albert Heemstra, Assistant Editor 
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