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The Robber is a tale of the time of the Herods. The story deals primarily with Barabbas 

who we read of in Scripture as being the one who was released at the time of Christ’s 

crucifixion. Scripture does not reveal to us any more than that he was a robber and a murderer. 

However in the book Barabbas is not pictured in that light. 

The story begins with Barabbas wounded and seeking refuge in the caves along the 

Jordan River. He is pursued by soldiers from the court of Herod Antipas and finally finds refuge 

with John the Baptist who also is living in the caves. John cares for Barabbas until he is well and 

the two find a common bond while Barabbas is in hiding. According to Brooker, both were men 

of lowly birth who aspired to greatness. . . . John as the forerunner of The Messiah, Barabbas as 

lover of men who would lead the world toward brotherhood. 

Despite their deep understanding of each other, they disagreed strongly on the attainment 

of their beliefs. Elsewhere Barabbas was feared and revered, but The Baptist regarded him as a 

man of headstrong folly who would come to a violent end, while Barabbas put no faith in John’s 

prophecies. He was convinced that God would not change the course of the world by a wrathful 

judgment out of heaven. Man, he believed, would have to change and save himself. As soon as 

Barabbas’ wound heals he disguises himself and sets out for Jerusalem. Here he meets Judas who 

in turn brings him to the house of Joseph of Arimathea. At the house of Joseph, Barabbas meets 

Joseph’s sister Jerith and promptly falls in love with her. 

Joseph is presented as the rich young man who came to Jesus and was told to sell that 

which he had and give to the poor. Barabbas is also of the opinion that riches are but shackles to 

happiness and adds his philosophy to the teaching of Jesus. As a result Joseph eventually sells 

that which he possesses and gives his lands to the poor. While there is no proof in Scripture that 

Joseph of Arimathea was the rich young man who came to Jesus, there are those in our circles 

who subscribe to this notion. 

The story goes on and tells of the raising of an army by Barabbas and his attempt to free 

Israel from the Roman yoke, How he is defeated, captured and cast into prison to be released at 

the trial of Christ. 

While the book is not classified as mere fiction, practically the whole of the book is based 

upon the author's vivid imagination rather than the truths of Scripture. Barabbas is presented as a 

gallant Robin Hood who robs the rich to give to the poor. Jesus is characterized in the same way 

except that He would have the rich give voluntarily to the poor. Finally at the end of the story, 

Brooker has Barabbas slain at the foot of the cross, on which Jesus hung, in defense of the 

Christ. Scripture bears no record of this. Perhaps Barabbas did rob the rich to give to the poor. 

The Bible merely states that he was a robber and that he committed murder in the insurrection 

against the government. It is very well possible that Barabbas stole and killed because he desired 

to free Israel from bondage. The fact remains however that Scripture does not record this.  

 For this reason I think the book would be more enjoyable if it did not have as its setting 

the land of Palestine at the time of Christ. The reader is constantly aware of discrepancies 

between the story and the recordings of Scripture. 

Turbulent, adventurous, blood-stained yet compassionate, the story moves with an 



impetus that would be hard to equal. Its setting—the alleys and palaces and temples of 

Jerusalem, the Jericho Road, Machaerus, the robbers’ caves beyond the Jordan—has a brilliant 

authenticity and vividness. It can surely be recommended as interesting although certainly not 

Scriptural or Reformed. I think the book will find the greatest percentage of its readers amongst 

those who are not too well acquainted with the Scriptures. 
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