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This question will surely be in the minds of many of us as the season for our annual 

Young Peoples’ Convention is again upon us. And for many of us this is rather a serious 

question. It means the arrangement of our vacations, perhaps laying-off from our work with its 

resultant loss of pay. It may mean that we have to forgo other possible pleasures and lay aside 

long anticipated vacation plans in order to attend. Shall we do so? Is it worthwhile? 

When considering this question it will have to be admitted that from the viewpoint of 

dollars and cents the bargain is not too bad. This is especially true if you are a delegate, but of 

course delegates go anyway, so we will drop them from our consideration for a moment. But 

even from a purely financial point of view you get much for little. Three days of entertainment 

for the price of your trip and a banquet ticket. 

 But much more important than the matter of the cost is the question, “What do you get 

for your money?” Children of God, also young Christian people, have to be good businessmen 

and women. Usually we call this being good stewards. It means that before we spend our money 

we determine whether we are getting our money’s worth. In this connection it must be 

emphasized that what you will receive for your “money” will be not simply entertainment but 

Christian entertainment and not simply entertainment alone but spiritual food. 

That this last is the case is evident as soon as we look at the program which has been 

lined up for us by our Host Society of the 1950 Convention, Second Protestant Reformed Church 

of Grand Rapids, Michigan. The theme: “The Power of Godliness”, is one that immediately 

strikes a sound note not only because it is Scriptural but because it is something that affects you 

and me in our day to day living as children of God. The Power of Godliness, What is it? How 

must it become evident? What does it imply for me? How can it be demonstrated? Is there a 

danger of denying it? What is that particular danger today? How is it possible to possess that 

power of Godliness, especially for us as sinners and more particularly as young people? No, I do 

not intend to answer these questions, but when I look at the outline of the convention program 

for the days of convention and see the list of speakers, I hope to be able to hear some of the 

answers myself. 

Shall we attend the 1950 Convention? Well that depends on you and me. We will, if it is 

at all possible from a physical point of view. We will if we are interested in spiritual things. We 

will if we are interested in the truth as God has given it to us to possess it and called upon us to 

live it. We will if we are interested in what our leaders have to tell us out of the Word of God 

concerning those precious truths given to us as a heritage. 

Personally I am very happy to see that again as last year the attempt is being made to use 

the talents and gifts of our young people. This is the most encouraging sign in our Young 

People’s Conventions and augurs well for the future. After all, we as young people will soon be 

the leaders of that movement which we believe God has called into being and it is well that we 

begin to prepare also for those positions of leadership as soon as possible. By attending this 

convention therefore we will be given the opportunity of seeing our young people in action. 

By attending this convention we shall be giving our support to the truth which we as 

Protestant Reformed Young people have been privileged to receive. This we do by our very 

attendance, for by it we testify that we belong to that group which is called Protestant Reformed 

and are not ashamed to confess it. We declare thereby that we hold that truth dear, that we mean 



to learn it also in its practical application to our lives and living and that we confess it now and 

will continue to do so. 

By attending we are given the opportunity to grow in that truth and in the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Oh I realize of course that this presupposes that we attend in the proper 

spiritual state of mind and heart. But I am assuming that this is the case and then there is no 

doubt that our Conventions are a very well worthwhile means of growing in the truth. And 

remember that the more you put into it the more you will receive again. 

Not to be forgotten is the other beautiful aspect of our conventions to which I would call 

attention. In this I refer to the opportunity which is presented to us to fellowship with one another 

as young people of the same household of faith. 

I could perhaps point out to you various instances of such fellowship which have grown 

and blossomed and born fruit in life-long friendships and in happy Christian homes, but I shall 

not cite examples at this time. Sufficient to say that when you attend our Conventions you should 

be in the best company in the world, and I trust you will be. 

Finally a word of encouragement to our host society, for after all most of the work and 

headaches will rest upon you as we know so well here in Pella and Oskaloosa. Let me assure you 

that in spite of all the work and effort or maybe because of it we enjoyed the convention of 1949 

more than anyone else and also feel that we have reaped the most benefit. But does it last? Well, 

perhaps the best answer I can give you to that question is that here in Oskaloosa we have an 

active membership of eleven in our society and of those eleven members nine are definitely 

planning to be at the Convention and one of the two remaining members is trying to make 

arrangements so that he can also attend. Yes, I would say, in our experience, the benefits, 

spiritual, mental, and social, have lasted so well that none of us would like to miss the 

Convention this year. 

Therefore I would close this article with a parting “Hope to see you in Grand Rapids 

during Convention time”. 
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