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When we speak of wasting time we are speaking of a matter which concerns us all. Who 

is there that is not guilty? We were created to serve God all the time. We were made in the image 

of God which means we once knew God, were righteous as God created us, and we were holy. 

We once were capable of serving God and in that state we did not waste time. Now that man has 

fallen and has lost that image he cannot serve God perfectly. Nevertheless, as the catechism also 

points out, God demands perfect obedience. Therefore we all waste time when we do not serve 

God. 

When we seek ourselves, our pleasure, our treasure or whatever it may be apart from 

serving God, we are wasting our time. We must, with every breath we breathe, every step we 

walk, serve God. In our work, in our play, awake or asleep, it is our calling always to serve God. 

We are faced with the question, In what way can we best serve God seeing we are wholly 

corrupt? My answer is that we should read and study the Word of God. God has seen to it that 

His Word was not only given but that it was also preserved through all the ages. And we do well 

to read it, to study it and meditate upon it. May we say and experience with the psalmist of old, 

“Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light unto my path”. May it guide us, and it surely will if 

we use it, as we travel through this weary land. As children of God we are strangers and pilgrims 

in this world. 

In coming here to Iowa from Michigan we often glanced at the road map because we did 

not know the way, but when we followed the map we had little trouble. And so it is if we use 

God’s Word while traveling from the cradle to the grave. 

Many of us are guilty of thinking we know the way. We leave our road map on the shelf. 

This, to my mind, is a waste of time which we should all try to change. 

When we consider time we find it to be a gift of God which He gives to us— as creatures 

of time—to not only use but to use entirely in the way of honor and glory to Him. 

God uses time to teach us—who are but creatures of a day—that we may know our 

weaknesses and our frailty. (See Psalm 39). 

One way we waste time is the manner in which we live, as though we can do just as we 

please. We should always remember that God has given us time and if we do anything else than 

seek His glory we are wasting time. We also waste time if, instead of reading the Word of God at 

home or wherever it may be. we read other material (which In itself may be all right) but which 

has no abiding value like the Word of God. We read novels and magazines and much other 

secular literature but the Word of God, which shows us the way of life, we think we can leave 

alone until we are older. Who can know whether he or she will get older? And even if we could 

know, this is poor reasoning. Let us read God’s Word much more. 

Let us appreciate the fact that today we are still privileged to read it! Many Christians in other 

lands cannot freely worship and read about God. 

We would do well to read our Church papers and forget about some of the magazines. 

Let's read material that will build us up spiritually. There is a time coming, and very likely quite 

soon, that will be a test for you and me. In this connection we might notice the fact that many of 

us are not as yet confessing members of the church and are still attending catechism. This means 

we should study our lessons. Our neglect here is another way we can waste our time. 

If we are out too many nights and fail to get sufficient rest for our bodies we also waste 



our time. And we can become so interested in sports—playing ball, fishing, skating, hunting or 

many other sports which in themselves may be good—that we neglect more important things. 

And if we overdo these things they may become sinful, especially when it leaves little or no time 

for more important things in life. Here again we can waste our time. 

I know of some who in the summer have hardly enough time to listen to God's Word 

being read at the supper table because they are going to a ball game. This should not be for we 

should seek first things first. If we do not do this we are wasting our time. 

 May God also cause this gathering together in convention to make us more hungry for 

His Word that we may Redeem the Time, knowing that the days are evil. 
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