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Rev. J. Van Weelden introduced his subject by reviewing the manner in which we 

redeem the time as found in Rom. 12:1, 2. We as youth do not always realize the seriousness of 

this calling, and it is not easy for us as youth to find the right and best way. Over against this, we 

must live only out of faith. 

The speaker developed his topic in this manner: 

WHY IS IT URGENT THAT WE REDEEM THE TIME? 

1. The Urgency For Redeeming The Time. 

2. The Reasons Why We Must Hasten. 

3. What Our Attitude Should Be Over Against The Calling To Redeem The Time. 

 

1. Urgency implies a need for haste. A great haste. No time for tarrying in any way. It is 

necessary and highly important that we strain ourselves to the utmost to grasp all the 

opportunities; that we strive with all that is in us to buy out the time in every way that is possible. 

For we have a great fight against the powers of sin who seek to destroy the kingdom of God. 

God has called us to this fight. It is a matter of heaven or hell, life or death. We have an 

absolute must to redeem the time. Yet we need not worry about Satan. God is sovereign and 

Satan but a tool in God’s hand. God will not let His cause be lost. Our church stands firm in this 

belief. But we still have an urgency and responsibility. God's sovereignty accentuates man’s 

responsibility. We must never use God’s sovereignty as an excuse for laziness. We should not be 

careless, but should diligently obey God's command to buy out the time with haste. 

In this we must be co-laborers with God. We also have something to do. God works in us 

to will and to do His good pleasure, but we work out our own salvation. We have no license to be 

lazy because God’s sovereignty itself demands of us that we do work out our own salvation. 

When God commands us to do something, we must obey, and obey immediately. As young 

people we should not feel we can wait till we are older. Also in the days of our youth we must 

redeem the time. 

2. Why must we hasten to redeem the time? The answer is clearly found in Eph. 5:10, 

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” We must not be misled. The day in itself is 

good. The Psalmist teaches that the day is good. Therefore the day can only be evil thus: the 

world’s oppression against the church. When Paul wrote the epistle to the Ephesians, the church 

was suffering great persecution. Satan had the children of men in bondage. Now also the days are 

evil. Satan again holds sway. Evil and wickedness are rampant. Satan is using every means at his 

command to destroy the Word of God. The development of sin is faster than ever. The cup of in-

iquity is filling fast. God’s revelation has reached almost the entire world, but the church is 

smaller than ever before. We must never underestimate the power of the devil. 

This wickedness naturally effects the church because the church is still in the world. It 

effects youth more because youth has no settled and stable ideas. 

But we as youth must not look at others but at ourselves. We also are guilty of attending 

the movie, of making some sports our god. We are also guilty of materialism. Satan puts a desire 

in us to constantly want more of earthly things and less of God. 



Persecution has already started in some places, and it is not impossible that the world will 

very shortly turn against us too. The time may not be too far off that we might be compelled to 

make the choice of the union or starvation, of the mark, of the beast or the consequences of 

refusing it. The times are evil and wickedness is increasing. We live in that world and therefore it 

is urgent to buy out the time with haste. 

3. We should therefore live a life of sanctification. We should put off the old man of sin, 

and put on the armour of God to resist the attacks of Satan. 

We have a battle to fight, a race to win. We should not lay down our cross, but be sober 

and vigilant. The world should know that we are fighting the battle of Christ. The world should 

see in us that we are running the race of God. 

 Yet we cannot do this of ourselves. We must receive power from God and have 

dependence on him. In order to have this power, we must spend much time in communion with 

God. Only by prayer will we receive strength to win the race, to be victorious over our foes in 

the battle, to raise our cross to God and say, “By thy grace have we conquered”. And even now 

we have that blessed assurance that we are more than conquerors.  
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