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The manner of redeeming the time is to buy out our opportunities. What is our calling? 

We must honor and glorify God. We must serve God according to our nature. A tree and a bird 

glorify God. We are different. We have a calling to honor and glorify God as servants and 

children. The son understands the father because he is like him. There is the sympathy and 

participation of sonship. That is why Christ is the perfect Servant. We must love God and 

express to Him that He is our all in all. In everything we do or say we must show what the Father 

is like. 

The Bible tells us that in order to be a perfect son we must put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We must put off the old man in which we are born, sin and disobedience, and draw on, over the 

creature frame, the Christ. He makes us partakers. We must always be found in Him— not in 

ourselves. People should say when they have talked with us, “I have seen the Christ”. In Acts 

4:13 it is said of Peter and John that the Sanhedrin took knowledge of them that they had been 

with Jesus. Paul’s great goal was that he would be found in Christ. He does not want us to say 

anything about Paul, but that we have met with a reflection of Christ. 

Sometimes we meet people who are on fire for the Lord. We can learn from them. They 

want to bring to the foreground that the Lord is so good. We see this often in old people. The 

ideal is that this attitude begins earlier, that it is seen in the natural expression of life. It must not 

become self-righteousness. The world is full of doing good. It boasts about its good works and 

material gifts. But we must bring Christ. Love is wise. It does not boast or act unseemly. But 

carefully and in a retiring way we must prize the testimony of Christ. 

How can young people do this? We must buy out our opportunities. Time is a carrier belt 

that carries the bargains. The picture is always moving—not standing still. God is endless and 

His virtues are endless. It takes a variety of people to display them. God has spread His church 

over all the world. For these different kinds of people He has millions of tasks to perform. God 

has prepared the works for us. We must pick them out and display them. We are so awkward—

not grabbing opportunities quickly. It is not possible for us to do this in ourselves, so we must 

put on the Lord Jesus Christ. We are created unto good works that God has ordained, and we 

must be ready by His power. The Bible gives us the prescription. It implies that we live in 

prayer. How can we start a day without asking God for eyes to understand? From-seeking, carnal 

creatures, we must become like Christ. 

 For young people it means that we must not first think how we can make the most 

money, but that we want to be found in Christ. We must know what kind of buying we can do 

best. God has given us the natural gifts. The main motivation must be to be a spiritual bargain 

hunter. We begin with nothing. We have no gifts in ourselves. Greater is He that is in us than he 

that is in the world. The times are ours! They are lengthened or shortened for the elect's sake.  
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