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At the Inspirational Mass meeting, the first meeting of our recent Convention held in 

Iowa, we were privileged to have the Rev. H. Hoeksema speak to us briefly on the theme 

“Redeeming the Time – It’s Meaning”. He began with these words: “Mr. chairman, my dear 

young people of the Convention, and friends who have gathered with us tonight, I must first of 

all make a confession and the confession is that the last few days, and already for some time, I 

did not feel as if I could speak tonight. But when I see you here, I cannot but take courage, and I 

believe, that the Lord will sustain and help me to say what I have to say in connection with the 

theme of our Convention.” 

Rev. Hoeksema then pointed out the: the words of our theme have been taken from Eph. 

5:14-18, where the apostle Paul admonishes the people of God to work not as fools, but as wise 

men, and adds, “redeeming the time for the days are evil”. We must notice that the word 

redeeming may also be translated, “to buy out.” We must buy out the time, for the days are evil. 

The ungodly also buy out the time. They buy out the time in worldly amusements and the lusts of 

the flesh. However, the Christian meaning of buying out the time is that we serve the living God 

with all our heart, and soul, and strength in the fulness of every moment. Rev. Hoeksema then 

spoke to us on “Serving God In Time,” and we noticed in the first place the meaning of serving 

the Lord; in the second place, to serve the Lord and time; and finally to serve the Lord in time. 

We can only serve the Lord officially. It is only when He appoints us to serve Him; when 

He gives us the privilege to serve him; when He enables us to serve Him by His grace; when He 

gives the delight to serve Him, that we can fulfill the obligation of serving the Lord. By serving 

the Lord officially, we serve Him as prophets to glorify Him, even as He gives us the knowledge; 

as priests to love Him with all our heart, soul and strength; and as kings to rule over all things 

subject to His hand in His name. To broaden out this idea, we must notice that to serve the Lord 

implies four things: the MAY, the CAN, the WILL, and the MUST. 

It is only the people of God who may serve the living God. Through sin we lost the right 

to serve God. It is only in Christ that the people of God have the privilege to serve the living 

God. The ungodly do not have the right to serve God. We must look upon that serving of God in 

all our life as a privilege. But that isn’t all. The official service of God also implies the can—the 

ability to serve God. The ungodly sinner not only may not serve God, but he cannot. Just as in 

Christ we have the may so in Christ we have the can. In Christ and through the Spirit of Christ, 

we are regenerated —made willing to serve the living God. The official service of God also 

implies the delight to serve Him, and of course, the must. It is certainly true of all men that they 

are obliged to serve the living God. In Christ, for the people of God, the must becomes a delight 

so that we love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and strength. We have here the 

covenant conception, so that God is the friend of His people whom He has chosen and He makes 

them His friends by the power of His grace. That covenant relation God establishes, absolutely 

unconditionally. This the baptism form makes very plain where it says: “God the Father makes 

an eternal covenant of grace with us and adopts us for His children and heirs, and therefore, will 

avert all evil or turn it to our profit.” We as natural moral creatures have no part in establishing 

the covenant. We merely receive the covenant of God and then forsake the world, crucify our old 



nature and walk in a new and holy life in the service of God. As was pointed out by the speaker 

in his first point, the meaning of redeeming the time is to serve the living God with all our heart, 

soul, and strength, because He makes us His friends in Jesus Christ our Lord, and bestows upon 

us the MAY, the CAN, and the WILL. 

What does time have to do with the service of the living God? Time is a very great 

mystery. A certain poet, after being blind for a long time, when he received his sight, broke out 

with these words: “Time—what is time? Highest of the heaven, deepest of the sea—answer me, 

what is time?” Suppose for a moment that it were possible to have everything stop moving all of 

a sudden. That would be the end of time. Death, then, is the end of time. Time is change. 

Therefore, there is no time in God. God is unchangeable. According to Ecclesiastes 3 there is a 

time for everything: “For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under 

heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die: a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 

planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to 

weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and 

a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time 

to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away: a time to rend, and a time to 

sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak: a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, 

and a time for peace.” 

Youth is a peculiar time. The time of youth is the time of hope in every respect. You hope 

to do this and you hope to do that. Youth is the God-given time to choose whom you will 

serve—“Choose you this day whom ye will serve.” Youth is also a time of reflection. In our 

childhood days we are led by father and mother. When we become young men and young 

women we begin to reflect what we have been taught. Our reflection must be guided. That is a 

good reason why we should have our societies to study the Word of God. The time of youth is 

also a time of temptation. The devil doesn't care much about old people. Youth is, therefore, the 

temptation of the world. Shall we then dilly-dally around with the time God has given us in 

youth? God forbid! Shall we perhaps divide the time so we can be in the movies during the week 

and try to serve the living God on the Sabbath day? Or shall we buy out the time as the world 

does? God forbid! Buying out the time for our Protestant Reformed young people means that we 

use all our strength and power to flee from the temptations and serve the living God. 

 “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, before the evil days come, and the 

years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”—Ecclesiastes 12:1.  
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