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LESSON I. 

Jesus Creates the Setting of Lazarus Resurrection 

(John 11:1-17) 

 

General conditions at this time. 

Radical changes have taken place during the last few months. The multitudes that first 

followed Jesus gradually leave Him. The reason for this is that the Word of God. Jesus Christ, is 

always displeasing to the flesh. In words and parables Jesus had uttered stinging rebukes and 

terrible condemnations. But things didn’t stand still. Instead of a following He is now beginning 

to meet opposition. Many begin to hate Him. Therefore they reject Him, in Jerusalem according 

to John 5 and in Galilee according to John 6. They even send men to catch Him in His words, 

come with difficult and tricky questions that they may expose Him in the eyes of the public and 

be able to accuse Him before Pilate or according to their own law. Think of the questions in re 

tribute money, the rich young man, in re divorce, the authority of cleansing the temple. But, 

according to man’s calculations, if no more would happen, things might still turn out all right. 

No doubt this was the hope of the disciples. But Jesus, they think, is asking for trouble. He 

deliberately goes to Jerusalem again, at every occasion condemns sin and sinners, and never in 

any way assumes an attitude of compromise. And the result of it all? He must die. To this 

conclusion the Jews come after Lazarus has been raised. And so in the eyes of His followers this 

act must have seemed foolish, or at least the miracle that spelled His doom. If only it hadn’t 

happened. 

But Jesus has no failures. Jesus’ transfiguration explains it. “And His face was set 

towards Jerusalem”, Luke 9:51. This means that now Jesus will go the way of the cross, and even 

prepare all conditions for it. Therefore He is never the victim of circumstances, no, He controls 

all things. But before He will go the way of the cross it must become thoroughly plain to all that 

He is the Son of God, the living One. Therefore Lazarus must be raised. But on account of it and 

therefore through it His own believe, but the Jew’s hatred is brought to a climax, seeing that they 

are losing the battle with Jesus, when more people follow Him. So now He must be killed. 

Hence, through this miracle Jesus is also preparing the Jews to crucify Him. He always controls 

all things. In this light we must read John 11. This miracle certainly is the climax of all His 

wonders. Not only because of the time in which it is performed, but also the miracle itself. First 

of all it was a resurrection from the dead, but notice that Jairus' daughter was still in the home, 

the Widow’s son on the way to the grave, but Lazarus’ body is already decaying in the grave.  

 

Jesus waits until Lazarus is dead: vs. 1-6. 

The first verse tell us about the characters involved, also that they were friends of Jesus, 

in fact intimate friends. No wonder that they go to Jesus when their beloved brother is ill. “He 

whom thou lovest is sick”. Notice the approach. But this sickness is not unto death, says Jesus, 

i.e., its final result and outcome is not death. That is true of our sicknesses. They bring us into 

that permanent state of death. Lazarus must die that the Lord may perform this mighty wonder. 

Vs. 5 speaks of Jesus’ attitude toward them. He loved them. And yet He abode there for 

two more days. Love, we should remember, is not merely interested in another's temporal and 



physical welfare, but true love is first of all interested in one’s eternal, spiritual welfare. If we 

love each other we are interested first of all in each other’s salvation. Jesus delays out of love. 

Questions: Is it all right for a minister to have special friends, since Jesus also had them? 

How can we gather from vs. 3 that their conception of Jesus’ love for them is still superficial? 

Was this request in itself wrong? 

 

The Disciples Protest: vss. 7-17. 

No wonder that they do. They see the situation only with a physical eye. And according 

to that Jesus is making a big mistake, it seems so foolish to them. Isn't he looking for trouble? 

They are dreadfully afraid. Hence, they deliver a protest. But it is the devil who so tries to detain 

Him, tempting Him. However, Christ is complete master of the situation and the devil can again 

leave in utter defeat. The Son of God must be glorified, through the raising of Lazarus and the 

awful cross. 

Questions: How can Jesus say that Lazarus, though dead, is sleeping? What is the theory 

of soul-sleep? Where do you suppose Lazarus’ soul was during these few days? What do you 

think of Thomas? 

 

LESSON II 

The Immediate Purpose of Raising Lazarus 

(John 11:18-32) 

 

The Bereaved Sisters: vss. 18-21 & 28-32. 

First we are told that the home of the sisters was the scene of many Jews who came from 

Jerusalem to pay visits of sympathy and condolence. Such lasted seven days. The fact that many 

Jews from the capital felt constrained (for they must have known that Martha, etc. were intimate 

friends of Jesus whom they hated) to pay these visits to the sisters in Bethany is evidence of the 

prominence of the family. 

How Martha knows that Jesus is near we are not told. Jesus surely didn’t make a public 

entrance, with His disciples. Perhaps Martha is told by someone that Jesus has come. Mary, not 

knowing about this, remains in the house. But both as soon as they hear that the beloved Master 

has come hasten to see Him. And both speak the same language: “O if only He had been there 

before, their brother would not have died. How anxious those days must have been and how they 

must have looked for Him and expected Him time and again. Had He not cured thousands of 

others? Surely He would have done the same with one whom He loved. But all was in vain and 

their brother died. And now he was in the grave already for four days. With the process of decay 

having set in he surely could not be raised now anymore. It’s too late now. This is the proper set-

ting for the miracle. 

They almost accuse Jesus of having been unfaithful, failing to understand that they had 

been unfaithful and even now fail to understand Him. A Saviour with a dead brother means so 

little to them, but a Saviour restoring an ill brother to health would mean everything to them. In 

other words they seek a Saviour, and “have one” only for this life. But now this means nothing to 

them. No wonder, for so it will always be. The only thing that troubles them is the death of their 

brother, while they miss the one thing that is really necessary, and that one thing is the Christ. 

Questions: Why was the thought of a resurrection now far from their minds? Are Mary’s 

and Martha’s ideas characteristic of the common conception of an earthly kingdom of Christ? 

What does I Cor. 15:19 mean? How do we still find the same ideas prevalent in our day? 



 

Jesus Is the Resurrection and the Life: vss. 22-27. 

In heart and mind the sisters were at the grave of their beloved brother, not with Jesus. To 

be sure, Martha believes that some day he shall arise, and also that Jesus is the Christ the Son of 

God. But this truth was at present nothing more than a doctrinal confession. Sure some day there 

shall be a resurrection. But for today they have nothing to be comforted with. Their comfort lay 

on a distant shore, far out of reach of their present need. 

Therefore Jesus will teach them this very important lesson. “I am the resurrection”. He is 

not merely able to resurrect, but He is such. It means that Christ and the resurrection are 

identical. Therefore, if one has Christ then in principle he is already raised. Now, today, you 

have the victory over death and the grave, and you live. “He that liveth and believeth in me shall 

never die.” He will die physically, but never as the wicked do, suffering eternal, spiritual death in 

hell fire. Even his physical death is different, it is but a phase of death. It is but a returning to 

dust of this old body in order that it may also be raised again in the final day. For him that 

believes in Christ this death is but a passing through, from this life into that one. He never dies, 

for believing in Christ he lives now, today, and unto eternity. Consequently Martha and Mary 

can now, by believing in Christ have life, and with it peace and joy and comfort. Their thoughts 

and hearts must be focused on the Christ and on nothing else. 

Questions: How are we, too, often guilty of doing the same things Mary and Martha did? 

Why do we do such? 

 

LESSON III 

Lazarus Raised From The Dead 

(John 11:33-44) 

 

Satirical Jews and a Weeping Jesus: vss. 33-38. 

The word for crying, used here, denotes loud, audible weeping. So Mary cries, being 

overwhelmed with sorrow at the grave of her brother, but also the Jews who have come to 

console her and her sister. Thereupon we read that Jesus groans in the spirit and is troubled. 

Further that He weeps. With this statement of John 11:35 we are all acquainted. But what does it 

mean? Why did Jesus cry? Undoubtedly this action of Jesus is and has been grossly 

misinterpreted. Commonly people appeal to this passage to show what a loving and sympathetic 

man Jesus is. Such a loving Saviour we have. But this certainly is not the meaning of this 

passage, the very opposite is true, for Jesus is filled with holy anger. Others explain that here He 

sees before Him the curse of Paradise, and therefore cries. For the correct interpretation let us 

notice the following: 1. That the one purpose of this miracle is to show the glory of God, vss. 4, 

20 in and through Him as the Son of God. 2. That Jesus groaned in the spirit and was troubled, 

which literally reads that He was indignant in the spirit and shook Himself. That He shook 

Himself means that He restrained His indignation, and the only outward sign was the shaking. 3. 

That this He does when He sees Mary sobbing and the Jews (who were very hostile towards 

Him, see the previous and the subsequent words) with her. Also when they ask, vs. 37, whether 

Jesus could not have prevented Lazarus' death. And the implication is that He couldn't have. 4. 

That Jesus could not have been filled with holy anger over against Mary, even though she 

doesn’t believe in Him now as the resurrection and the life. No, when He sees these unbelieving 

and hostile Jews weeping (audibly) with her, He groans in the spirit. 5. And this they do in the 

presence of Him who says that He is the resurrection and the life, the very Son of God. 6. Hence, 



it is devilish satire on their part, pure mockery. And Jesus is filled with holy anger, so that He 

trembles. And this emotional stir causes Him to weep, i.e. a few tears trickle down His cheeks, 

just like extreme joy or sorrow can make us cry. 

Questions: Where else do we read that Jesus weeps? Was it possible for Jesus to weep 

like we do? Being the Man of sorrows do you think Jesus ever laughed? 

 

The Raising: vss. 39-44. 

Now Jesus approaches the tomb. It was very likely a chamber hewn into a rise of rock. In 

some of these tombs, very common in that rocky country, the floor is level with the outside, in 

others it is lower, a step or two leading down to it. Upon orders the stone is taken away, 

undoubtedly by a few men. The thought of seeing the already decomposed body of her brother 

caused Martha to shudder. They must leave him there. But the command is obeyed and all eyes 

are strained on Jesus to see what He will now do. 

First He thanks God. He lifts His eyes upward. He prays, not for Himself, for as the 

faithful Son of God He is always heard, but for the multitude with Him. They must see the glory 

of God in Him and therefore also know that God sent Him. Why does Jesus shout with a loud 

voice? Surely not to have Lazarus hear Him, for this would be possible with a whisper. Possibly 

Jesus wants the people to know the power of His words (John 5:25) in the realm of the spiritual, 

by speaking loudly to Lazarus. And Lazarus comes forth. Without a struggle death gives up its 

prey. More John does not say about it. Imagine what a big story man would build around such a 

''phenomenon”. Standing there bound, hand and foot, and his face bound with a sweatcloth, no 

one approaches him. Very likely all were struck with amazement. So Jesus gives the command. 

Thus all have seen the glory of God, and all must know that God has sent Him and is with 

Him. And they do, wicked as well as righteous. 

Questions: Is Jesus ever frustrated in His purpose? Why Not? Why must these people see 

the glory of God in Jesus? Why do we in prayer close our eyes, while Jesus here and elsewhere 

lifts them up, keeping them open? 

 

LESSON IV. 

The Effect of the Miracle 

(John 11:45-57) 

 

The Sanhedrin Convenes: vss. 45-52. 

This effect is of great importance. Many of these obstinate Jews believed. The glory of 

the Son of God was overwhelming to them. But others are hardened. They report the miracle to 

the Pharisees and with it that many more believed on Him. Notice that many believed, but only 

some of them went to the Pharisees. 

The result is an immediate convocation of this “august” body. It was composed of some 

70 members, and was the ruling body in Israel as the “church”. It also exercised many political 

powers. What do we, they ask. This means that they are doing nothing regarding this “fellow”. 

But Jesus is doing many things and gaining followers, at least admirers. Notice, too, that no 

effort is made to deny the reality of the miracle, when they meet by themselves, something which 

they had done in the past and would do again in the future. Now it can certainly be said that 

seeing they see not and hearing they hear not, nor understand. But this they know, He is doing so 

much and they are 

Questions: Is Jesus ever frustrated in His purpose? Why not? Why must doing nothing. 



As if this was necessary; they had to believe in the doings of Jesus, no more. But to them it is a 

mighty struggle for supremacy between Jesus and themselves. They, too, without reason expect 

that Jesus will seek earthly glory and power, becoming a king. And then what will the Romans 

do? The Israelites will be wiped out as a nation. In reality however, they are seeking their own 

power and glory. Did not the Scriptures speak of the Messiah who would be great in glory and 

power? But now under a guise they will keep the nation, not realizing that by this very hatred 

and later crucifixion of Jesus the wrath of God did bring the nation to naught. 

Then Caiaphas speaks, as the High Priest. He calls his fellow members a group of 

ignoramuses. Ye know nothing at all. The problem is very simple. Let us simply get rid of Jesus, 

regardless of law or ethics. This is simply an old trick to present two extreme alternatives in 

order to force acceptance of the one he desires, as though no third possibility exists. Here either 

one man dies, or the whole nation is destroyed. And so Jesus would die instead of the nation. He 

must be deliberately killed to save the nation. What diabolic! 

Once for all, that is God’s scheme of redemption, and the Sanhedrin’s plan of saving 

Israel. Both speak the same words, but with a world of difference in interpretation. God will so 

save His people by a vicarious atonement, and the Jews will save Israel (and themselves) by 

getting rid of Jesus. Before God Jesus is the head of the body, and therefore indispensable, in the 

minds of the Jews He is but a cancerous sore which must be removed to save the body. And this 

they will do. They will slay Jesus for their purpose, but God will have them do so according to 

His counsel for His purpose. Unwittingly and inadvertently Caiaphas is here a means of 

revelation, but also of executing God’s counsel. By his own actions he denies Himself as high 

priest, making room for Christ. So God controls the speech and doings of men. 

Questions: Can you mention examples of other men, who, though wicked, were 

instruments of Divine revelation? Why does the Lord use such men? How can this be explained? 

Does vs. 52 teach universal atonement? What does it teach? 

 

The Decision: vss. 53-57. 

The die has been cast. Jesus must die. Imagine, this the “church” does. “From that day” 

marks that as the decisive day. This means that they also decided on the ways and means of 

killing Him. Yet despite all their counselling they themselves never found a way, Judas had to 

show them the way. No, He would go the way the Lord had determined before the foundations of 

the world. 

The people evidently also know about this tremendous decision? They don’t expect Him 

to come to the feast. Such is the idea of their questions. Jesus retreated to Ephraim, to wait until 

the time had come, God’s time, the time of the Passover. In the meantime orders are given to 

arrest Him, and a general alarm is sounded throughout the regions: when seen, report to 

headquarters. In our day the search would have been made by the radio, short wave, and the daily 

newspaper. 

All this has been brought, about by this miracle. Would it not have been better that Jesus 

had never performed this mighty miracle? No, Jesus not only knew what the effects would be, 

but determined that through this miracle many would believe in Him as the glorious Son of God, 

but others hardened, and so prepared with extreme hatred to crucify Him. His face was set 

towards Jerusalem. 

 

LESSON V. 

The Anointing At Bethany 



(John 12:1-11) 

 

The Anointing: vss. 1-8. 

How long Jesus was in the territory of Ephraim (look up on map) we do not know, but it 

very likely was only a short time. There He spoke some parables, such as the parable of the ten 

pounds, the laborers in the Vineyard, etc. All speak of the end of the Son of God, being killed, 

etc. Now He and the disciples join the crowd that is going to Jerusalem to the Passover feast. 

Jesus, however, with the twelve will spend the next Sabbath in Bethany. Here a supper is pre-

pared for Him, a special feast in His honor. Since we read in the other Gospel narratives that this 

took place in the house of Simon it may be that Martha served in his house and Mary and Laz-

arus were guests there. 

It is here that the anointing takes place. Notice, too, that the costly oil (for all the writers 

emphasize this) was poured over Jesus head, which evidently ran down His body, even on His 

feet. And Mary uses her hair to wipe His feet. This certainly expresses great humiliation, all the 

more so for them because the unbinding and loosening of hair of a woman in the presence of 

outsiders was considered an indecent act. 

Even though perhaps not seen by all, this act becomes known by the aroma that fills the 

house. And Judas is quick to respond. According to him the price of the ointment was in our 

money approximately $40 to $50. To Judas it was a question of Jesus or the poor, and then 

naturally Jesus was the loser, for he sought himself, and neither of the other two. In his words 

Jesus certainly was also accused, since Jesus did not reprimand her for this action. And the devil 

always has followers. Notice that Jesus really answers twofold. First in re the motive of Mary, 

and secondly in re the poor. 

This accusation of Judas was another reproach and temptation of the devil. And Jesus 

certainly was aware of it. But again, He suffered silently, not reviling again. Instead he took up 

the cause of righteousness as always. He describes the deed of Mary. She did it unto His burial. 

What does this mean? Can it possibly be that Mary expected Jesus to die soon and that she 

already now considered it impossible to anoint his body at the time, as was customary with 

burial? This is very well possible. Even though the disciples still failed to realize the time on 

God’s clock, Mary may have sensed a little of the dangers ahead. Notice what Jesus spoke in 

Galilee, Matt. 16:21; what He told His disciples so plainly on His last journey, Matt. 26:17, Mark 

10:32-33, Luke 18:31-34, and what He told His enemies in Jerusalem, John 7:33; 8:21-23, etc., 

was very likely also known to Mary. Also, she must have known about the search the Sanhedrin 

was supposedly making for Him. 

Therefore it may have been that she sensed a little of the dangers ahead. And now she 

would manifest a deed of love, and what a deed it was. It was a manifestation of greatest 

admiration and most sincere devotion. It was a love that will bring the costliest thing she can lay 

hold of. Therefore Jesus says that this deed will be told wherever the Gospel shall be brought in 

times to come. The aroma of Mary’s ointment fills the world. And why must it be so? Men must 

know about this marvelous love for the Lord Jesus Christ. “Only what's done for Christ will 

last.’’ 

But what about the poor? Surely they, too, must be remembered, but Jesus first. He is 

Lord. Didn’t Elijah demand food for himself first before the widow could eat with her son? Then 

the poor, but only in that way. Only where men do seek Christ first do men also remember the 

poor. 

Questions: Was this costly oil indicative of Mary’s wealth or perhaps of a giving of all 



she had? Jesus says: The poor you have always with you. Is this also true today? Why are they 

always with us? 

 

Lazarus Sentenced to Die: vss. 9-11. 

The great multitude mentioned here very likely consisted of pilgrims who came for the 

Passover Feast. The account regarding Lazarus had spread and so crowds flocked to Bethany to 

see him. This, of course, made matters still worse for the Jews, for in the resurrected Lazarus 

they saw the mighty work of Jesus. So he, too, must die. Against this the Jews have no scruples, 

if only they can attain their end. And the servant is not greater than his Lord; if He suffers His 

servants must suffer for and on account of Him. 
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