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A statement is made in the Word of God concerning the people of Berea which we ought 

not consider lightly and merely pass by.  When Paul preached to them about the Christ recorded 

in the Old Testament, they received the word with readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures 

daily, whether those things were so (Acts 17:11). 

Can that be applied to you also?  Do you study the Word of God diligently to see whether 

that Word and that only has been preached to you each Sunday, in catechism and in society?  Or 

do you believe that these things are true merely because it comes from the minister or elder?  

Take heed!  Let us be learned for whatsoever things were written afore time were written for our 

learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope (Rom. 15:4). 

However, we must not hear and search the Word of God only to criticize, but to be 

edified, instructed, comforted and admonished.  Therefore, we should search the Scriptures that 

we too have that zeal and desire for the truth, that having heard it, we look and turn to the Word 

of God for a richer and deeper insight. 

But then let us each examine ourselves.  We are living in a fast-moving world.  We have 

become victims of time.  No leisure time to study Scripture; no time in the morning, no time in 

the afternoon, a little time at supper for a hasty reading and no time after supper.  No matter how 

weary we may be, we are always yet eager to attend to other matters.  We are ready for things 

which to a great extent satisfy the flesh rather than the spirit and so ready to find excuses when it 

comes to searching the Scriptures and being busy with spiritual things. 

What do we do when we are prevented from attending church services, catechism or 

societies?  Do we study Scripture only when in society or in the course of preparing foe society?  

Or maybe we don’t even prepare ourselves!  One of the nicest and most profitable ways to search 

the Word of God is in our Society.  Our societies are of great value and are not to be taken lightly 

or despised merely because they are not compulsory. 

What are the values of these societies?  We must bear in mind that the value of a thing is 

not to be determined by the price a man puts on it.  The value is far beyond the price man places 

upon them.  Our societies serve us in a special way; their value does not lie in the fact that they 

give us something to do.  This special way is that they serve to increase our spiritual knowledge.  

That knowledge in turn serves to strengthen our faith and to increase our hope for the realization 

of God’s promises to us.  As we search and behold His marvelous works performed through 

Christ, our faith and confidence grows.  When we behold his unwavering faithfulness to His 

covenant, by His grace and the work of His Spirit He blesses that search unto our hearts.  We 

begin to look, to long and hope for the day when all shall be realized.  Do you ever long for this 

earthly life to end?  To see the full realization of God’s promises?  Or do you rather live on in 

these joys and pleasures of this earth?  The more we search the Scriptures and delve a little more 

deeply into the meaning and significance of these things promised, the more intensely the new 

man will begin to yearn for the things that have been promised.  This, of course, is not due 

simply to our searching, but it is God who blesses it unto our hearts.  Let us then strive to take an 

active part in every meeting and not find empty places in our midst.  Societies are a wonderful 

means to this end.  Let us remember these things in our prayer for this is the Lord’s work and not 

ours. 
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