
Presidential Nominees 
Rev L Doezema 

 

 

The time has come probably to make some comment about the presidential campaign 

which is taking definite shape this spring.  Many interesting things have appeared in the news 

about the campaign, especially with respect to the prospective candidates and comments made in 

the press.  Thus far we have refrained from commenting.  At this time when the primaries for the 

party nominations are under way it seems the time to make some comments. 

The readers of Beacon Lights who live in Wisconsin and Nebraska, as we imagine, have 

been in closer contact with the local enthusiasm that is whipped up in such political campaigns 

by being in contact with those who had to cast their ballot after listening to the speeches. 

When I speak of presidential nominees, however, I do not mean to call attention to the 

party nominations that are taking place and the interesting party conventions that are in the 

offing this summer.  Neither do I wish to comment on the personalities that are in the news.  My 

purpose is to consider the duty of Beacon Lights readers to vote and if they are not of age, at 

least to form opinions. 

First of all, I would say, it is clear that we should not be concerned about party loyalty.  

We may register our vote under a party name, but it lies in the nature of the Christian’s calling in 

this world not to be ruled by party as over against principles. 

Secondly, we should not consider it the most important factor to make up our mind, to 

examine the platforms of the parties as they shall be made this summer.  Although it is true that 

we should determine our choice from principles and that it should be the ideal of each party to 

formulate platforms and adhere to them, such has not been the history of late years.  Our United 

States policy of late is very seldom formed upon the basis of fixed principles.  It is rather a 

pragmatical day by day formulation.  Besides, the personalities who are called upon to execute 

the principles of the party often do not do so. 

Therefore, it seems to me, that the most important factor in choosing our man for the 

presidency of the United States is the qualities of the man himself and his convictions. 

The people in general, apart from those who are seeking their own interests at the 

expense of the welfare of the country, are looking for a leader, one who will lead them in these 

most trying times.  And this is of world-wide significance when our United States is taking a role 

of leadership over many countries of the world. 

 

********* 

 

Shall We Pray? 

Indeed!  Shall we pray for a great man to lead us? 

We must understand life and know the mind of the Spirit to give an intelligent answer to 

this most important question.  Paul exhorts in I Timothy 2:1, 2 “I exhort therefore, that first of 

all, supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, 

and for all that are in authority: that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

honesty.”  Guido de Bres wrote in the thirty-sixth article of his confession, “It is the bounden 

duty of everyone…to supplicate for them (magistrates, L.D.) in their prayers that God may rule 

and guide them in all their ways, and that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness 

and gravity.” 



This deserves more than a passing comment. 

Does Paul mean to admonish us to seek earthly peace and a quiet life, to pray for leaders 

who shall give us that at the expense of justice and truth?  Do Paul and Guido de Bres seek to 

instill into the Church the hope of a peace on earth with justice and truth?  A millennium? 

It should be evident that a child of Almighty God always leads a quiet and peaceable life 

in all godliness and honesty by faith.  In this connection, the apostle Paul and Guido de Bres 

certainly are referring to the prayers for all classes of people, in order that we may not feel any 

hatred and class distinction in the Church of Jesus Christ on earth.  Especially in the Church must 

we have peace.  If there are magistrates and employers over us and who at the same time are in 

the church, we can see how important it is that we live in peace together. 

Furthermore, it is evident that with respect to any ruler of nations, we can say that the 

Lord raises up and puts down.  With respect to any ruler we may pray that the Lord execute His 

counsel through them, even when all things teach us that it is for destruction that God has raised 

one up.  Then we shall have peace. 
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