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OUTLINE XXVIII 

(Judges 20:1-7) 

“A Cancer in Israel” 

 

Introduction:  “The words of the Lord are pure words, as silver tried in a furnace of 

earth, purified seven times,” Ps. 12:6.  We had better get this text before our minds at once 

before we approach the shocking and so-called “unrefined” matters with which this scripture 

deals. 

I hope you will read Judges 19 as you prepare yourself for this outline.  You will 

probably say: this chapter is so shocking, so unrefined, so almost uncouth…we better omit it. 

Question:  If someone should read this chapter and say:  it doesn’t get us anywhere and it 

shocks us with its immorality, what is wrong with us when we say that… or is it all right to say 

that?  Remember: neither a cancer, a tumor, nor an ulcer on one’s body is a nice thing to look 

at…BUT…isn’t it a reality?  And isn’t sin REAL? 

1.  This Is The Crime (chap. 19 and 20:4, 5, 6). 

In dividing this outline so that we can get some sequence into our discussion we have to 

get before our mind two things.  First, that a terrible crime is committed; secondly, that this 

crime is brought to the attention of all Israel, and Israel is compelled to give advice as to what 

action shall be taken.  In vs. 3 you will notice that all Israel rushes together at the report of the 

crime, and they have the Levite in their midst.  They say to him:  tell us, how was this 

wickedness?  He then relates the event.  So let us first get some idea of the crime which was 

committed. 

The concubine of a Levite flees from her master and returns to the home of her father in 

Bethlehem.  She might have had good reasons for staging this escape, what do you think? 

Note:  A Levite is again involved.  All the corruption so far centers around Levites.  Have 

you any idea why Scripture traces the corruption just along this line? 

The Levite goes to fetch her again.  Being thrice delayed by the father-in-law, the Levite 

and his concubine get a late start and night overtakes them.  They refuse to lodge in Jebus (or 

Jerusalem) because it is not of Israel, hence they lodge in Gibeah of Benjamin.  And here a crime 

takes place, the only duplicate of which we find in Sodom.  To appease the Sodomites the Levite 

gives them his concubine, whom they abuse and leave dead before the house.  Then the Levite 

dismembers her body, sending a piece to each of the twelve tribes, putting them under the threat 

if they do not take action concerning this horrible crime. 

Questions:  1. In 20:5 the Levite says that they forced his concubine….didn’t the Levite 

give his concubine to the Sodomites (19:25) and didn’t the Levite spend a quiet night of sleep 

while the wicked abused his concubine (19:26, 27)?  What impression do you get of the Levite?  

2. Why do you think the Levite sent her dismembered body throughout the tribes? 

2.  Speak, Give Your Advice (vs. 7). 

This is what the Levite forces upon Israel.  And no doubt it was high time that Israel have 

its attention called to the fact that there is a cancer in her body.  Will you operate on it before it is 

too late? 



Note:  In a subsequent outline we will discover how much this operation cost, at least in 

human lives. 

There is evidently a Sodom within the coasts of Israel.  That much is plain.  It is well that 

Israel have its attention called to that fact.  It is not pleasant to be told you have cancer, but its 

results cannot be avoided, therefore, it is better you become acquainted with the fact.  Perhaps 

restorative measures can be applied. 

Note:  All Israel will become responsible for this crime except it be avenged; for Israel is 

one people and the sin of one of its parts is the sin of the whole.  There is no king in Israel.  But, 

is there any discipline?  Any justice?  Any punishment?  The Levite evidently wanted vengeance, 

but the Lord wanted something else. 

Discussion:  1. Why does the Lord have it called to the attention of Israel that there is a 

Sodom within her?  2. If a public sin be committed in the church, do we all become responsible 

for it…or what would have to be done if we will escape the corporate responsibility?  3. If there 

is corruption in our community, are we responsible too except we do something?  Is this true 

even in the nation at large? 

 

*********** 

 

OUTLINE XXIX 

(Judges 20:18-28) 

“Israel Slain by the Israelites” 

 

Introduction:  Israel is forcibly brought into acquaintance with the Benjamin-crime, and 

they resolve at once to apply measures of censure.  In vs. 13, Israel communicates with 

Benjamin, asking her to deliver up the culprits for trial.  Benjamin refuses, and thereby signifies 

that she assumes full responsibility for what has happened….and what of it, she stoutly says.  It 

is then that Israel adopts full punitive measures.  Israel resolves to go to war against Benjamin, 

and, if necessary, exterminate a tribe. 

But, if in the former outline we learn that there is a cancer in Israel, we now discover that 

Israel cannot even remove this cancer.  Twice the discipline-applying armies of the eleven tribes 

fall slain before the crime-perpetrating armies of a rebellious Benjamin.  The question at once 

arises:  was Israel’s method of discipline in itself also a crime? 
 

1.  Israel Twice Defeated (vss. 18-26) 
 

Note:  This is not merely a warfare in which the side you would expect to win, loses, but 

it is an act of God whereby He brings Israel upon her knees in humility, for only when that 

humility is present will God give success.  Discipline must begin in humility otherwise it is 

merely revenge, and God hath said: vengeance is mine, I will repay. 

a. Vs. 18 tells us that Israel was at once ready to war against Benjamin.  But before they 

go they ask counsel of God.  They ask: who shall go up first?  God’s answer is: Judah shall go up 

first. 

Note: God does say: go up, but God does not say everything that is in His mind.  Had 

God finished the sentence it would have read this way: Go up, but if you go up this way you will 

fall slain.  Instead of God finishing the sentence with several spoken words, God will let the 

subsequent events finish the sentence. 



b. Taking this answer of the Lord as sufficient evidence that God will go with them 

(which He will not) they go to war against Benjamin.  But, alas, twenty-two thousand of her men 

are slain, and Israel returns, smitten and greatly bewildered. 

Discuss:  1. What mistake does Israel make (in vs. 18) when she asks counsel of the 

Lord?  2. Someone would say: the Lord deceived Israel by telling them Judah should go up first 

instead of telling them not to go up at all while in this frame of mind….what do you think?  3. 

Israel had good intentions, but erred in carrying them out.  Is that true, or weren’t the intentions 

good either? 

c. Once again Israel mobilizes for war, and again they ask counsel of the Lord (vs. 23).  

Notice, however, the difference between the request in vs. 18 and that recorded in vs. 23.  What 

difference do you notice?  At least there seems to be some change in their tone of voice.  Once 

again the Lord tells them to go up against Benjamin.  But Israel is smitten once more, and after 

losing another eighteen thousand men, they return home sorely discouraged. 

Discuss:  Forty thousand men have now been slain.  WHY?  In the slaying of the forty 

thousand, God gives forth a revelation concerning Himself.  Someone would say: God could 

have revealed Himself and saved the forty thousand lives, now it required the forty thousand 

lives (and after while still more) to give forth this revelation.  Why? 
 

2. Israel Assured of Victory, vs. 26-28 
 

In vss. 26, 27, 28 what difference do you notice in Israel’s approach to God?  And in vs. 

28, the Lord makes a promise.  He had not done this before.  Now Israel has the whole Word of 

God.  The Promise is to the humble, and they are ready to effect discipline. 

 

*********** 

 

OUTLINE XXX 

(Judges 21:1-7) 

“A Tribe Lacking In Israel” 

 

Introduction:  When Israel had properly humbled itself there comes to them the promise 

in vs. 28 that when they go up against Benjamin, God will deliver them into their hands.  With 

this promise before them they get ready to go up as the Lord had said.  But Israel does not 

merely go up.  Israel uses strategy.  They arrange an ambush, deceive the Benjamites, luring 

them out of the city at which time the ambush springs upon them from the rear.  Benjamin is 

surrounded and almost annihilated.  

Now the children of Israel come together in the house of God and they complain that 

there is a tribe missing in Israel.  What used to be twelve has become eleven. 
 

1. Israel Congregates Before the Lord (vss. 1-4) 
 

a. A few outlines back we spoke of there being a cancer in Israel.  Now the operation (of 

discipline) has been performed.  But what a price.  Read the two chapters and count the 

thousands of lives which were taken.  The record tells us definitely of 65,000.  Add to it the men 

of Jabesh Gilead (vs. 10) and the number of slain will surely total 70,000.  And that number is 

more than the equivalent of a large tribe in Israel.  A tribe has been cut off.  Benjamin has nearly 

been exterminated. 

Questions:  1. In vs. 3 Israel asks:  Why is this come to pass?  (Israel knows that this has 

come as a consequence of sin, but why ask this question?)  What answer would YOU give to that 



question?  2. It is sometimes said that a life didn’t mean much in those days.  What would you 

say is the purpose of God with respect to these thousands of lives?  3. If we prune a tree, of what 

use were the branches which we pruned off?  

b. When Israel appears before the Lord they lift up their voices and weep, and they repent 

them for Benjamin their brother.  The question at once arises: are they sorry now that they almost 

exterminated Benjamin, thus admitting that they have made a mistake….have they been rash?  If 

not, why repent. 

Note:  To understand this you must read, in the back of your Psalter, under discipline, the 

Form of Excommunication.  Notice how the prayer starts:  Read it, it’s a beautiful expression of 

deep humility.  Those who do the excommunicating feel that they deserve the sorrow which is 

caused thereby, and they confess that if God should deal with them after their deserts they too 

should be cut off. 

Question:  If someone in the church falls under discipline and we do not weep nor 

repent….what is wrong with us? 
 

2.  Israel Seeks to Restore Benjamin (vss. 5-6) 
 

There was no king in Israel, and they did what seems to us senseless and rash things.  

Strange, almost silly was their method of providing wives for the 600 which were left of 

Benjamin.  This resulted too from the oath which they had made.  But what I believe we should 

see is that down deep, below all this confusion at which we have been looking, down deep there 

is a unity, a bond, a tie which still unites the twelve tribes in a bond of love.  And that bond is the 

Spirit of Christ.  It is that Spirit which makes a Unity in the twelve tribes, the church. 

God’s Covenant stands, despite the storms of iniquity and the destruction of judgment.  

Christ is present in Israel and the Body is knit together in Him.  All this, in spite of the fact that 

the book of Judges closes with the painful reminder that there was no king in Israel and each did 

what he pleased.  Christ loves His Church, God dwells among them and keeps them, bringing 

them through storms and judgments unto the Rest which He had promised them in Christ. 

(END OF JUDGES) 

 

*************** 

 

THE BOOK OF RUTH 

OUTLINE XXXI 

(Ruth 1:8-18) 

“From Moab To Bethlehem” 

 

Let’s fill out the year studying the book of Ruth.  It is really a continuation of or a 

variation of the book of Judges. 

Time of the Book:  during the Judges, perhaps during the time of Samson. 

Occasion:  A man, his wife and their two sons leave Judah and go to take up residence in 

Moab, chiefly because of a famine in Israel. 

Characters:  The man and the two sons quickly pass out of the picture, leaving us Naomi, 

Orpah and Ruth.  Orpah falls away and the book centers around Naomi and Ruth, chiefly around 

Ruth. 

Purpose of the Book:  If in the book of Judges we almost lose our way in judgment and 

iniquity, in this book we see the Lord building the highway down which Christ will come into 



His Temple.  The triumphal entry is being made ready.  For out of Moab God fetches material to 

build His Church. 
 

1. Ruth, Naomi and Orpah (vss. 8-14) 
 

After a stay of many years in Moab, Naomi hears that the Lord has visited Israel again in 

giving them bread.  So she decides to return.  

Discussion:  Is it a bread question with Naomi?  If it is, isn’t this very carnal?  Or do you 

suppose that Naomi feels that God had forsaken Israel because of her iniquity, but now that there 

is bread there again she accepts it as a sign that God has returned to Israel, and therefore, she also 

wants to return? 

On their way to Canaan, Naomi confronts her daughters with the words:  “go, return to 

Moab.”  She tells them to find for themselves a husband and find rest for themselves. 

Observe:  It seems rather strange that she could tell them to return to heathendom, and 

find rest there.  How could anyone find rest apart from God? 

Question:  What kind of missionary work is it to tell people to return to Moab?  Or 

wasn’t she telling them that? 

Opinion:  Naomi is not urging them to return to Moab; she is notifying them that 

crossing the border involves them in a complete break with Moab.  She asks them as it were:  do 

you love God SO much that your home, your country, your gods and even the possibility of 

finding a husband becomes a minor consideration? 

Orpah kisses Naomi and testifies that although she loves Naomi (as a mother-in-law) she 

does not love Naomi’s God.  She returns to her gods.  But Ruth loves Naomi, above all because 

she loves Naomi’s God. 

Note:  Naomi must have acquainted her daughters with God while she tarried with them 

in Moab. 
 

2. Ruth Follows Naomi (vss. 14-18) 
 

Ruth rises up before us as an example of what the grace of God can do, and how that 

grace of God operates, even outside of the camp of national Israel.  Ruth has faith in the God 

with whom Naomi acquainted her.  Faith cometh by hearing.  Ruth heard the Gospel from 

Naomi’s lips and God giveth grace to whom He will.  Tremendous sovereignty….Orpah returns 

to her gods, Ruth follows Naomi toward Canaan….and to glory. 

Ruth confesses God and identifies herself with the people of God, vowing that until her 

death, yea in death, she shall be with the people of God. 

Questions:  1. If Orpah returned, why did she go along at all?  2. That Ruth wants to die 

and be buried with Naomi, is that superstition, or what?  3. How do you account for such a firm 

determination in a Moabitish woman?  4. Does life today confront us with a “Ruth’s decision”?  

How? 

 

*********** 

 

OUTLINE XXXII 

(Ruth 2:4-17) 

“Ruth, In Boaz’ Field” 

 

Introduction:  How great are the ways of the Lord.  Herself entirely ignorant of what the 

Lord has in mind, and entirely ignorant of what the Lord is about to do, Ruth “happens” (vs. 3) to 



get into contact with Boaz.  And it is through Boaz that she enters into the congregation of Israel, 

and also becomes mother of our Lord according to the flesh.  The need for something to eat, and 

her kindness to her mother-in-law forces her to the field, but it is the Hand of the Builder of His 

Church that directs her to the field of Boaz. 
 

1.  Ruth Among the Gleaners in Boaz’ Field (vss. 4-7) 
 

Ruth was not ashamed to act her part as beggar and thus take her place among the poor in 

Israel.  She went to gather food for Naomi and herself.  And this brings her to the attention of 

Boaz. 

In vs. 4 we get a glimpse into the practical life of Boaz.  The first acquaintance with him 

is while he is out in the field among his laborers.  Note:  Here you have labor relationships which 

are rooted in the fear of God.  If such fear of God were in our hearts, all our labor troubles would 

be ended, don’t you think?  But in our world, by and large, this fear of God is not present.  So we 

have the situations which we have today. 

Question:  Is that the most we can do or need to do, bewail the fact that there is no fear of 

God in our labor relations? 

Boaz discovers Ruth’s presence among the gleaners and the overseer in Boaz’ field 

makes known Ruth’s identity and explains how come she is here. 
 

2.  Boaz Meets Ruth (vss. 8-14) 
 

Notice how the hand of the Lord brings them together; she from distant Moab, he from 

Bethlehem; she from Chemosh and heathendom, he from the tribe of Judah.  Only remember that 

Boaz already has heard about her as a saint, a virtuous woman, loving the Lord and beloved of 

the Lord. 

Note:  The Marriage Form expresses that the hand of God brings to every man his wife.  

Surely you see that hand of the Lord here at present. 

Questions:  1. That God brought them together was not merely the union of two lives, its 

purpose lay much deeper.  Why does God bring saints together today in the man-wife 

relationship?  In other words, what is the high purpose of marriage?  2. That Ruth met Boaz, a 

saintly man, was that “accidental”?  That is, do you think Ruth would have been attracted to or 

been attracted by any than a righteous person?  3. What does it mean to “marry in the Lord” and 

how does this control our choice of mates? 

Boaz meets Ruth and speaks friendly to her.  In vss. 10-13, you have glimpses into the 

life of a virtuous woman (Ruth 3:11).  Remember that Ruth’s dealing with Boaz is not only 

personal, or material, but spiritual.  And it is through that marriage that Ruth will be engrafted 

into the covenant tree.  Therefore, in vs. 10 she speaks of “finding grace in the eyes of Boaz”, 

that was to her the same as finding grace in the eyes of the Lord, i.e. to be allowed entrance into 

Israel.  The Law would not let a Moabite into the Camp.  But here the hand writing of ordinances 

(Col. 2:14) is already being blotted out. 

Boaz gives her full liberty to glean in his field, and the Lord hastens to fulfill His work at 

the hands of His servants. 

(END) 
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