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This book presents the mission work of the Christian Reformed Church among the 

Navajo Indians in sunny New Mexico.  Throughout the pages of this book are colorful 

descriptions of the unique beauty of nature in this state.  The author seeks to introduce to the 

reader the Indians themselves and describes some of their habits and customs, their peculiar 

characteristics and personality traits; their pagan beliefs and rituals.  She does this to stir up in 

the reader a deeper interest in the things that are being done among the Indians in answer to the 

Lord’s command:  “Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” 

The book is divided into four parts.  The first part deals with the work of the missionaries 

as they travel from camp to camp and work with the Indians in their homes and at their work.  

The second deals with the work in the boarding school on the mission grounds at Rehoboth 

Mission.  The third deals with activities at the mission hospital at Rehoboth, and the fourth deals 

with the reward of mission work and the attitude of the mission worker toward his work. 

The author uses a simple but interesting style of writing.  Her sincerity and personal 

interest in the people and work about which she is writing is evident in every chapter.  For 

several years she has taught the beginners and first grade classes in the Rehoboth Mission School 

located near Gallup, New Mexico.  And her accounts of the experiences she has with the little 

Indian children who are experiencing life the white man’s way for the first time are very 

touching as well as amusing. 

This book can be of spiritual worth to the reader as well as an interesting pastime.  Christ 

is presented as the difference that exists between Christianity and Navajo heathendom.  He is the 

difference between light and darkness, truth and error, joy and fear, life and death (p. 66).  The 

impotence of man’s best efforts without the blessing of God to apply and reveal His Word 

through the working of the Holy Spirit (p. 72) is felt by each worker in his labors with the 

Navajo.  The Christian’s responsibility is to preach and teach and pray; it is God’s work to 

change the hearts and compel the people to believe.  The mission worker’s concern is not:  “Do 

we see enough results from our labors, but are we faithful in bringing the Word?” (p. 220). 

I feel that this book can be recommended to our young people as good and interesting 

reading material. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 8 No. 8 May 1948 


