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“A time to keep silence and a time to speak.”  Ec. 3:17b 

 

Universal military training is a matter of great concern this year because of the uneasy 

world political situation.  Recently the President of the United States called upon Congress to 

enact a law establishing military training for all young men of this nation.   Such a law 

presumably will be permanent in character so that we can expect to find the situation continuing 

year in and year out, conforming in many respects to the military training so common in 

European countries. 

We believe that now is the time to speak out loud and clear concerning this law and we 

call upon you, the readers of this journal, the board of the Protestant Reformed Young People’s 

Federation, the consistories, classis and synod of our churches, to make known their views as 

soon as possible in order that we may cause pressure to bear on our national legislators so that 

the universal military training law will not conflict with the best interest of the churches and the 

covenant youth. 

Past experience has taught us that our military leaders are addicted to the idea that 

trainees for military duty should be widely separated from their home areas while in training.  

During the course of the recent war this became very plain.  It was the exception rather than the 

rule that draftees were able to go home for weekends or were able to attend divine services in 

churches of their choosing. 

We believe the time is at hand to agitate for legislation which will not remove our 

covenant youth between the ages of eighteen and twenty years to an environment which will be 

very unsuitable to meet the needs of this critical period in the lives of our young people.  At this 

age, catechism work is reaching its climax and many of our youth confess their faith at this time.  

We believe also that the influence of Christian homes and God-fearing parents at this stage in the 

life of youth is very necessary and beneficial and that the military training law should not deprive 

our youth of these benefits.  Furthermore the temptations that always surround our youth are 

greatly multiplied in the military service.  In that respect, I can speak from experience.  All sorts 

of vices of every description flourish in military training and while we know that we are kept by 

the power of God in the midst of such temptations, it is a very bad influence for our youth in 

their formative years. 

We recognize the problem of our government.  It must provide a trained military reserve 

to defend this nation from the powers that seek to destroy it.  We question whether it is necessary 

to train men far from their homes.  At best universal military training can only teach a soldier the 

rudiments of soldierly conduct.  Tactics and weapons change almost daily and such training is of 

little permanent value.  For that reason we feel free to speak out for a limited form of universal 

training.  We advocate a type of training which will permit the trainees to return home each 

weekend so that they may attend divine services in their respective churches.  We also advocate 

a type of training which is efficient and effective so that it is not necessary for a trainee to spend 

months in uniform before a decision is made as to the type of training the recruit will receive.  

Disregarding the economic factor, we believe that the training should be intensive in character 

and as close to home as is possible. 



Now is the time for our official boards and consistories to express themselves on this 

matter to our government.  Although we are a very small minority, we believe that this should be 

done not only for the sake of principle but to use our influence which God in His providence has 

given us.  It is my conviction that the government will respond favorably to the pressure from 

our people and from others in our land who feel as we feel on these vital matters.  There is a time 

to keep silence and a time to speak.  The time to speak is NOW! 
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