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This unusual book, written by C. S. Lewis, Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, is a 

series of letters written by Screwtape, under-secretary to Satan, to his nephew Wormwood, who 

is a junior tempter.  It contains detailed instructions for the junior tempter in the art of tempting 

human beings. 

Wormwood has been assigned to work on a “patient”, a man of about thirty years old, 

who has lately become a Christian.  In his letter, Screwtape tells Wormwood how to make the 

patient’s mind wander during prayer, tells him to put modern philosophic thoughts into the 

patient’s mind, and asks him to find a worldly girl for the patient to marry. 

Wormwood is Satanically happy when his patient’s mind wanders during prayer and 

when he makes a few worldly friends; but his delight is soon over for the patient falls in love 

with a Christian girl. 

In the last chapter of the book, Screwtape vents his wrath on Wormwood for having 

failed in his mission to turn the patient from his God, for during the bombing of his city in the 

last war, he is killed and taken forever from the clutches of the devil. 

The author, in trying to picture to us realistically the workings of the powers of darkness, 

is highly imaginative.  Yet I do not believe that this strange book, written from the viewpoint of 

the devil, is irreverent.  Screwtape calls God “The Enemy,” which He is, from the devil’s 

viewpoint.  Assuming a realistic attitude toward the devil on the part of the author is 

commendable, and perhaps ought to be done more in our day.  Too often we think of the devil as 

a “boogeyman” and forget that he is a crafty and skillful tempter. 

The tempter, through Screwtape, philosophizes about Christianity and life, and though it 

is written negatively, we may learn many positive lessons.  For example, Screwtape says, “If you 

can once get him to the point of thinking that ‘religion is all very well up to a point’ you can feel 

quite happy about his soul.  A moderated religion is as good as no religion at all—and more 

amusing.”  And farther on he tells Wormwood, “Indeed the safest road to Hell is the gradual 

one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without 

signposts.” 

The author’s style of writing is a bit heavy at times.  His witty sayings and well chosen 

vocabulary help to make it a worthwhile book to read. 
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