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Do you know, Christian friends, why you are baptized?  You all are, of course, because 

Jehovah commands that all the children of His church shall receive the sign of His covenant.  Do 

you know what your baptism really means?  You should!  And do you see the relation between 

that baptism and a Christian life in the midst of the world? 

That there is the closest possible connection between the two is strongly emphasized in 

our Form for the Administration of Baptism.  Speaking of what it means that we are baptized in 

the name of the Holy Ghost, we are told:  “The Holy Ghost assures us, by this holy sacrament, 

that He will dwell in us and sanctify us to be members of Christ, applying unto us, that which we 

have in Christ, namely, the washing away of our sins, and THE DAILY RENEWING OF OUR 

LIVES, till we shall finally be presented without spot or wrinkle among the assembly of the elect 

in life eternal.”  Baptism and a new, Christian life go together.  Understanding that the Baptismal 

Form throughout looks at the church from the viewpoint of its elect kernel, as the congregation 

of believers and their elect, spiritual seed, we see that our baptism is a divine pledge that the 

Spirit will wash away our sins and renew our lives day by day until we shall finally appear 

before God in perfection. 

Reading on, we come to this pertinent paragraph:  “Thirdly, whereas in all covenants 

there are contained two parts, therefore are we by God through baptism admonished of and 

obliged unto new obedience, namely, that we cleave to this one God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit; that we trust in Him, and love Him with all our hearts, with all our souls, with all our 

mind and with all our strength; that we forsake the world, crucify our old nature, and walk in a 

new and holy life.”  Always our baptism comes to us with this admonition and obligation.  We 

do well constantly to bear this in mind. 

Hear what the congregation prayed at the time you were baptized as a little babe:  “We 

beseech Thee, that Thou wilt be pleased of Thine infinite mercy, graciously to look upon these 

children, and incorporate them by Thy Holy Spirit into Thy Son, Jesus Christ, that they may be 

buried with Him into His death, and be raised with Him in newness of life; that they may daily 

follow Him, joyfully bearing their cross, and cleave unto Him in true faith, firm hope and ardent 

love.”  That is the prayer of the church, but that is also the obligation implied in baptism.  Can 

you say, covenant young people, that you are walking in this way?  Are you following Him, 

bearing your cross joyfully, and cleaving to Him in true faith, firm hope, and ardent love, as your 

baptism tells you you should? 

On the same occasion, after you received the sign of baptism on your forehead, the 

congregation sent this petition to the throne of God:  “We beseech Thee, through the same Son of 

Thy love, that Thou wilt be pleased to govern these baptized children by Thy Holy Spirit, that 

they may increase and grow up in the Lord Jesus Christ….and live in all righteousness, under our 

only Teacher, King and High Priest, Jesus Christ, and manfully fight against, and overcome sin 

and the devil and his whole dominion, to the end that they may eternally praise and magnify 

Thee, and Thy Son, Jesus Christ, together with the Holy Ghost, the one only true God.”  How 

about it, young people? 

The fifth and final question, which an adult must answer before he can receive the sign of 

baptism, is:  “Hast thou taken a firm resolution always to lead a Christian life; to forsake the 

world and its evil lusts, as is becoming the members of Christ and His Church, and to submit to 



all Christian admonitions?”  It stands to reason that this same firm resolution must live in our 

souls, too, who received the sacrament in infancy. 

There can be no question, therefore, of the relation between our baptism and Christian 

living.  Again I ask: do you see the connection?  Do you know what your baptism really means 

and involves in the way of solemn duty?  You should!  Our baptism was not intended as a mere 

formality; something to be received at birth and conveniently forgotten after that.  It is something 

vital; something that must ever live in our consciousness.  
 

********** 
 

I am speaking now of baptism as a sacrament; an outward, visible sign and seal.  

Sacraments, you know, are visible signs and seals, instituted by God Himself, administered by 

the church, used by the believers, signifying to the church of God the living Christ Himself. 

Perhaps we should stress at this time that we must distinguish clearly between the SIGN 

of baptism and the THING SIGNIFIED by that sign; the sprinkling of the forehead with ordinary 

water, and the sprinkling of the soul with the blood of Christ; our water baptism and our spiritual 

baptism.  The one is for all the children of the church; the other is realized only in God’s elect by 

His grace through faith.  Wherefore, you may have the one, with all it involves in the way of 

admonition and obligation, and not the other.  We may be baptized by the minister and not by the 

Holy Ghost.  Our Belgic Confession speaks of this distinction in Art. 34:  “Therefore the 

ministers, on their part, administer the sacrament, and that which is visible, but our Lord giveth 

that which is signified by the sacrament, namely, the gifts and invisible grace: washing, 

cleansing and purging our souls of all filth and unrighteousness; renewing our hearts, and filling 

them with all comfort; putting on us the new man, and putting off the old man with all his 

deeds.” 

We must not confuse or identify the two, lest we imagine that because we have the one 

we have everything, because we are baptized with water we are also saved.  Our water baptism is 

only a sign; a sign is a visible representation of an invisible thing: wherefore, to every sign there 

must answer an invisible reality. 

Thus it is with all signs.  Smoke is a sign of fire, but the fire is the reality.  Laughter 

signifies happiness, but the happiness itself is in the heart.  The stars of heaven signify the 

multitude of Abraham’s seed, but they ARE not that seed. 

Thus it is with baptism.  The sprinkling of the forehead is merely the outward sign.  It is 

no more the real thing than the stars of heaven are Abraham’s seed, or smoke is fire.  Also here 

there is a deeper reality, our spiritual baptism. 

Next time, D.V., we seek an answer to the question:  What is that deeper reality?  What 

does our baptism stand for, signify?  What does my baptism proclaim to myself and all other 

men?  Also: what has it to say with respect to our subject of “Christian Living”? 
 

********** 
 

“It is a truth but too well known, that rashness attends youth, as prudence does old age.” 

                                                                  CICERO 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 8 No. 7 April 1948 


