
This is your Opportunity 
Homer Kuiper 

 

 

Recently your editor received a letter from Rev. James Van Weelden, of Sioux Center, 

Iowa, concerning a matter which he felt should be treated in Beacon Lights and we are glad to do 

so at this time. 

In recent months Rev. Van Weelden has received a number of requests from young 

people in the Netherlands for correspondence with young people in the age group of eighteen to 

thirty years.  These young people are mainly those who have recently gone through the recent 

church strife in that country and they are anxious to compare and share their experiences with us 

in this country.  We feel that you, individually, could profit by an exchange of correspondence as 

suggested by Rev. Van Weelden, and that an effort in this direction will result in a fine exchange 

of ideas between people in the Netherlands and people in our circles in America. 

Engaging in this type of correspondence, it is only natural that there will be the question 

of what language would be best to use.  We are told that those in the Netherlands who desire to 

correspond with our young people are very well acquainted with the English language and they 

intend to use it in their correspondence.  The problem of language has been solved for us by the 

fact that the educational system of the Netherlands now requires, among other things, a working 

knowledge of the English language. 

We believe that this is your opportunity to explain to others just exactly why you are a 

member of a Protestant Reformed Church.  We have a calling to let others know why we are 

what we are and what are the distinctive qualities of the Protestant Reformed Churches.  This is 

one of the finest ways we know of to give a solid testimony to the glories of the Reformed faith 

especially because we shall be writing to those who, like us, are friends of the Reformed faith. 

To receive some names of folks in the Netherlands who wish to correspond, address a 

card or letter to Rev. James Van Weelden, Box 96, Sioux Center, Iowa, and he has assured me 

that he will gladly forward to you the proper information.  He has a relatively complete list of 

names on hand already so that you need anticipate no delay. 

 

A NEW FEATURE 

 

It is our pleasure to announce that Rev. James Howerzyl of Oskaloosa, Iowa, has 

consented to edit a new feature of your Beacon Lights.  He will write for us under the heading 

“Truth and Error,” and we anticipate some very good material.  For some time the staff of 

Beacon Lights has been trying to arrange for a department devoted to doctrinal material and we 

believe that Rev. Howerzyl’s acceptance of this work will add an interesting feature to our paper. 
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