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All the Scriptures witness with one accord of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, the wonder 

of God. 

Sometimes even when we least expect it, the Word of God points us to the infinite 

significance of this wonder. 

That is the case in the first chapter of the epistle to the Romans, vss. 3 and 4 where Paul 

writes, “Jesus Christ our Lord….declared to be the Son of God with power….by the resurrection 

from the dead.” 

We do well to pause and read that statement again, in order to realize the full import of it. 

You could pour the thought into other words by saying; Jesus Christ is powerfully set 

forth as the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead. 

That is, Jesus Christ had made Himself known to us as the Son of God.  He did not 

merely announce it, but He declared it in a most powerful way.  He proved it, beyond a doubt, by 

rising from the dead. 

How do I know then, that Jesus is the Son of God?  How do I know Him as my Lord?  

What is the basis for my faith in Him?  Just this, that He proved it to me with power when He 

arose from the dead. 

That is the great practical significance of the resurrection.  It includes all the riches of 

salvation for us.  For beholding the wonder of the resurrection we confess in faith, as Thomas 

did, “My Lord and my God!” 
 

********** 
 

He is risen! 

That is the first fact that impresses us. 

It was the good news that thrilled the hearts of the disciples on that eventful day of the 

resurrection, as the tidings passed from lip to lip.  “The Lord is risen.  Indeed He is!” 

Despair had filled their hearts ever since those amazing happenings of the past Thursday 

night.  It had begun already in the upper room.  Judas had been dismissed from the Supper, after 

Jesus had openly declared that one of them would betray Him.  Then followed the warnings He 

had given them; to which they had turned a deaf ear.  Thereupon the events in the garden; into 

their sleep-dazed consciousness had penetrated some of the agony that had filled the soul of the 

Master.  Afterwards He had refused to defend Himself against the foe.  He had given Himself 

into their hands, allowing them to carry out all their evil intentions against Him.  He had been 

condemned to die.  And still He had offered no resistance.  As a spectacle He had hung on the 

cross; had died the shameful death of a criminal.  How deeply offended they had been by Him. 

It had all looked so utterly hopeless.  How could He be what they professed Him to be, 

the Christ, the Son of the living God?  How could He ever establish the kingdom He had never 

grown weary of speaking about?  Others He had raised from the dead, but how could He raise 

Himself?  True enough, He had raised Lazarus, even after everyone had given up all hope, since 

he had been dead four days already.  But then Jesus was still alive.  Now He was counted among 

the dead.  And who had ever heard of a thing like that, that the dead raised the dead?  Can one 

who is swallowed up by the power of death overcome death? 
 

********** 



 

“But now is Christ risen from the dead.” 

There can be no doubt about that.  The evidence is abundant.  We need only mention the 

vacated tomb that had been so carefully sealed and zealously guarded by the soldiers.  Pilate had 

laughed at the fears of the Jews when they had asked him for a guard for the dead.  Ironically he 

had said, “Seal it as sure as you can.”  Little did he realize the irony of putting a seal on the stone 

and a guard about the grave where the body of the Son of God was laid. 

We can even add to that the witness of the angels.  None less than heavenly messengers 

were present to account for this wonder.  Who else would be a fit reporter of those things that 

eye cannot see, that ear cannot hear, and that never did enter into the heart of man: the things that 

belong so entirely to the sphere of the spiritual and the heavenly? 

And, as if that were not sufficient proof, we can also produce the evidence of the grave 

clothes.  How could anyone move a corpse without disturbing the wrappings about it?  Can you 

rob a cocoon of its chrysalis without damaging the cocoon? 

Or if anyone desires still more proof, the Lord appeared to His disciples some ten times 

after the resurrection and ascended to heaven before their eyes. 

Death could not keep its prey.  He arose. 

He proved, even as He had said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 
 

********** 
 

What also impresses us is the fact that He arose victorious over death.  When He arose, 

death was completely swallowed up in victory.  Each appearance to His disciples was that much 

more evidence of that glorious fact. 

At first the news of the resurrection seemed too fantastic to believe.  Some overwrought 

women were the first to say that they had seen Him.  Later other reports confirmed the fact, but 

no one was able to say where He had gone or where He could be found.  He had appeared to 

them most unexpectedly and as suddenly He had disappeared from their sight.  None had seen 

Him come, and no one had seen Him depart.  Later, He stood among them in the upper room, 

had even eaten in their presence, and had shown the nail holes in His hands and feet.  But how 

He had made His entrance into the room, no one knew, for the door was barred.  Nor did they 

know what happened to Him when they saw Him no more.  He had appeared to them at the Sea 

of Galilee, where He performed a miracle before their wondering gaze, and spoke very 

intimately with them.  Yet there had seemed to be a wide chasm that separated Him from them.  

They had wanted to ask Him whether it was really He.  But when they tried to put the question, it 

seemed so foolish that they gave up the attempt.  They knew it was He.  It could not possibly be 

anyone else. 

The whole solution to the difficulty lay in the fact, that He was risen, but changed.  He 

had not returned to this earthly existence, where men still walk under the shadow of death.  He 

had passed through the grave into eternal life.  It was the same Jesus, yet He had undergone a 

great change, for the mortal had put on immortality, and the corruptible had put on incorruption.  

The earthy had become heavenly, and the natural was now spiritual.  In Him death was 

swallowed up in victory! 

O glorious victory.  For it proves that He is Lord even over death.  What is impossible 

with man is possible with God. 

Jesus Christ, powerfully proven to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead! 
 

********** 
 

Our Lord and our God. 



He changed the Sabbath from the close of our week to its beginning.  Now we can begin 

each new week with His Sabbath. 

He brought the church out of the dispensation of shadows into the dispensation of the 

fulfillment of the promise. 

He poured forth His Spirit, whereby He came to dwell within us. 

Everyone who is conscious of his sin and guilt, who hungers and thirsts after God, knows 

the power of the resurrected Christ in His own heart.  He knows that there is no other name under 

heaven whereby we can be saved.  For Christ was delivered over to the power of death, because 

of our transgressions.  He was raised again, because He had atoned for our sins and merited 

eternal salvation for us.  We are justified through His blood. 

His Spirit is the life-giving Spirit of adoption that cries within us and causes us to cry, 

Abba, Father.  For He makes us sons and daughters, even heirs of salvation. 

By faith we know Him as our Lord, Who is mighty to save. 

He lives; we know He lives, for He lives within our hearts. 

And we shall also live with Him.  For He shall change our vile bodies in the likeness of 

His glorious body by the same power whereby He subdues all things to Himself. 

He gives the confession in our hearts whereby we say: My Lord and My God! 

Declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead. 
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