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Once again the day draws near when the Church shall celebrate the Resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

The world looks on Easter as a holiday when they must wear new outfits.  On Easter, as 

on other church holidays, many go to church just because it is a church holiday, as Christmas is.  

They do not know and do not will to know the meaning of Easter.  The world wants earthly 

pleasures and it wants heaven, too.  They will not give up the earthly for the heavenly.  They are 

afraid of God and they also hate Him and His people. 

Meanwhile, the church celebrates the Lord’s death and resurrection as the forgiveness of 

sin, and a sure pledge of their justification, whereby God declares the elect sinner righteous 

before Him.  They fear God in love and stand in awe before Him Who sits on His throne, the 

righteous Judge of heaven and earth.   

On Easter morning, the Church again takes up the strains of music which have sounded 

throughout the ages: Fear not, He is risen! 

On Easter morning, when the women came to the grave, they were full of sorrow.  And 

when they see the angel of the Lord at the grave, they are filled with terror.  The stone has been 

rolled away!  Many are the thoughts which pass through the minds of these women.  And the 

angel says: Fear not ye!  Come see the place where the Lord lay!  The linen had not been moved.  

It was just as if someone still lay there.  The wrappings for the legs had not been loosed or 

moved.  The body of Jesus had passed through them as a mist through a screen. 

These women were seeking for the King of Israel, and for Zion’s peace.  Many were the 

things which had happened on Good Friday; and they were still afraid.  What a glorious message 

to the Church, that the Lord is risen indeed!  Are we as Church seeking for Zion’s peace?  Are 

we seeking for her King?  Do we cling to Him as our only hope?  Then we also can rejoice in 

fear and trembling before our God in love.  For when our sins oppress us and our spiritual 

stumbling causes us to despair, the words come to us: Fear not!  Christ was delivered for our sins 

and raised again for our justification!  Rejoice in Him!  When the world causes us tribulation, we 

need not fear, for He has overcome the world. 

When the shades of death cast their dread shadows over our soul, again the words: Fear 

not!  I am the resurrection and the life!  For if the Spirit of Him that raised up Christ from the 

dead lives in us, He will also raise our mortal bodies by His Spirit. 

Then we, as “the Church,” can also say: O death where is thy sting! 

Thanks be to God Who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
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