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Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948) 

Strange and significant is the departure of this little man who through his voice to the 

world became one of the world’s greatest men. 

For several decades he has been before the attention of the world.  Since my school days 

this figure has drawn my attention and I think it deserves more than a passing comment in our 

consideration of the significant things that are taking place under God’s Providence for the 

coming of His Kingdom. 

Strange it is because of the shock his murder gave to the world and some of the 

comments it evoked.  Dorothy Thompson before his death compared him to Jesus Christ. 

How striking it is, however, that wise men of the world clearly see that the fact that these 

men were great men does not give us to conclude that they are good for the world.  They do not 

point to any results of “common grace.”  Very realistic and noteworthy is the comment in Time, 

February 9: “The parallel between Gandhi’s and Lincoln’s death was close and obvious.  Each 

went down in the hollow between the crest of political victory and the crest of moral defeat.  And 

Gandhi’s ashes were not cold before the world had begun to vulgarize his saintliness as it had 

vulgarized Lincoln’s by insisting against the facts, that there was no vulgarity in him.”  The point 

I wish to draw attention to is that this author recognizes not only that, as he writes elsewhere, 

these men’s achievements were built upon consummate skill at political patronage, but also that 

the world does not follow their teaching. 

Gandhi is interesting to me more than anyone else of our day.  He is significant because 

he is a voice which comes to the western world and culture from paganism.  His voice is in his 

philosophy and principles which he also apparently followed with religious zeal to the shame of 

many leaders of the western world. 

Here is something of his philosophy of life.  In Time we read, “More forcibly than anyone 

in his age, Gandhi had asserted that love was the law.  He had feared machines in the hands of 

men not wise enough to use them, had warned against the glib, the new, the plausible.”  Most 

familiar to us is Gandhi’s principle of resistance through non-violence.  Satyagraha (soul-force, 

or conquering through love) was the name Gandhi gave to mass non-violent resistance. 

If we analyze this love of Gandhi and this passive resistance, we will readily see that 

principally it differs not at all from the old natural sinful desire of man to conquer and rule, to be 

master of his own destiny.  His love is a love for India, not Britain and the world.  His love is not 

the love of God.  Gandhi once said, “If we Indians could only spit in unison, we would form a 

puddle big enough to drown 3,000,000 Englishmen.”  His ideal independence for India was 

attained: but this victory proved only defeat for India. 

Many great men of the world have come and gone.  Some have come close to the 

teachings of Jesus in form, have uttered many truths, have enjoyed the Bible (Gandhi’s favorites 

were extracts from the Gita, the Upanishads and the Koran; the Lord’s prayer; the Christian 

hymn, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross); but what is their significance? 

Surely we do not believe that they are saved outside of the blood of Jesus Christ, nor do 

we foolishly believe that they are a good to the world unless they give Jesus Christ, outside of 

whom there is no salvation.  There is no light and truth for the world except in Christ and to 

teach that there is a little good for the world outside of Christ is not only to deny that the wrath of 



God is upon all ungodliness, but also to deny Christ.  These gifts of natural light, which glimmer 

in the world’s great men, according to our Canons III, IV, 4, “man in various ways renders 

wholly polluted, and holds it in unrighteousness, by doing which he becomes inexcusable before 

God.” 

What good was Gandhi’s knowledge to him, his knowledge of men and of the Word of 

God?  When he died he fell backward murmuring “Ai Ram, Ai Ram (O Rama, O Rama), an 

invocation to the gentle hero of the Hindu pantheon, Gandhi’s favorite. 

What good is the temporal good, progress and independence for India?  For the world?  

For India it became their defeat.  For the world the good that they receive shall become their 

undoing and final condemnation. 

That is the significance of such a figure as Gandhi.  Men show that they have the works 

of the law written in their heart.  We can quote them as Paul does; by saying “one of your own 

poets has said” we can know that by their own mouth they stand condemned. 
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