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An aged minister once told my father that he often judged the spiritual plane of families 

in his congregation by the type of music material which he found on the organ when he made an 

unexpected visit.  If that minister were still active in the ministry today, he would probably 

evaluate the type of reading material which he found here and there in the homes of his 

congregation rather than the music he found on the old reed organs in the parlors of olden times. 

As I laid aside the book, “And Jesus in the Midst” by Prof. Hoeksema, the thought came 

to my mind, how sad it is that so often in the Christian homes of today books of this type are 

neatly put away between a set of handsome book ends to be moved only when they are dusted 

each week. 

The book, “And Jesus in the Midst” by Prof. Hoeksema is a series of sermons or 

messages on the Passion of our Lord.  The meditations are comparatively short when thought of 

as sermons and one or two can easily be read at one sitting.  There is depth of thought and much 

of spiritual value in each message; there is one glorious thought which is brought out completely 

in the series as a whole.  Each message is written in an interesting way and reading them does 

not become tedious.  Indeed, this is an inspirational and worthwhile book! 

Especially in the Lenten season when Christians are spending time in meditation and 

reflection on the passion of the Lord is a book like this a valuable addition to the reading material 

in our homes, but at any time of the year its spiritual worth must not be minimized. 

 

*********** 

 

Ed. Note:  We welcome Mrs. M. Kroondyk to our Beacon Lights staff, and more 

particularly to our Book Review Department.  Her reviews will appear from time to time as well 

as those of Mrs. Hoeksema. 
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