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In the last installment of this department we introduced somewhat to you the 

Christological controversy.  As the name suggests it deals directly with the doctrines pertaining 

to Christ.  The heretical view of Apollinaris was briefly stated at that time.  The chief 

characteristic of his view is that he denies that Christ has a complete human nature.  His view 

together with the danger of this false doctrine we will consider at this time. 

That Christ had a human and a divine nature Apollinaris would not deny.  He believed 

that Christ did have these two natures, and he sought to find an organic unity between them.  The 

thing that troubled Apollinaris was this; that he could not see how there could be a complete 

human nature prepared for the Son of God in Mary and how the eternal Son of God could then 

come into that complete human nature without the Christ having two persons.  Apollinaris 

reasoned that there would then be the person of the Son of God, the Eternal Logos of John 1:1 

and the human person which was developed in the virgin Mary. 

According to Apollinaris, a man consisted of body, animal soul and rational soul which is 

his spirit.  With Christ, he maintained, a body and animal soul were prepared in Mary but no 

human spirit.  Thus Christ had not a completely human nature.  Part of that which belongs to a 

human nature was denied Him by Apollinaris.  He maintained that Christ could not be made up 

of a perfect, complete human nature and still be united with the Eternal Son of God.  He also 

maintained that Christ could be without sin if He had a complete human nature. 

Now on the surface this doctrine of Apollinaris does not seem so serious.  He taught that 

Christ had a human nature.  He simply denied that a part of that nature could be found in Christ.  

However that seemingly harmless denial means a great deal.  It means all the difference between 

our salvation and damnation.  The simple fact is that if Christ did not have a complete human 

nature, He cannot save this human nature which has fallen into sin.  If the nature He assumed 

does not have all the characteristics of a human nature, it is not a human nature but some new, 

never-before-existing nature.  His ability to save a real human nature is then gone.  He cannot 

represent the real human nature on the cross, and He has nothing to bestow upon the real human 

nature.  Besides, that which he called the human spirit also must be delivered from the power and 

dominion of sin, not simply the body and what Apollinaris called the animal soul.  We must have 

a Saviour who has a complete human nature so that He may completely deliver our human nature 

which is completely under the power of sin. 

In a way we can understand that Apollinaris had a problem wherewith to struggle.  The 

coming of Christ into our flesh is a mystery and will always remain a mystery.  How the eternal 

Son of God could assume a complete human nature, we shall never be able to understand.  But 

that does not mean that we cannot know the fact and even certain details about that fact.  We 

cannot understand our own birth either.  Yet we can know some very definite facts about that 

birth.  We know that children are born with two lungs, one liver, etc. even though we cannot see 

them.  And though we cannot understand their birth, we can understand that a child must be born 

with these organs.  So it is here.  We cannot understand how the Son of God came into a 

complete human nature, but we can understand the need of it.  We can understand that in Christ 

there was but one person, the person of the Son of God, Who was the subject of all that Christ 

did and said.  And when Christ spoke or performed any deed, it was the Eternal Son of God 

performing that deed thru a COMPLETE human nature.  Then we have the Scriptural view of 



Hebrews 2:17 that it behooved him to be made like unto His brethren and of Hebrews 4:15 that 

He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Unless He had a complete human 

nature this completely similar temptation could not be possible.  That He was yet without sin is 

not due to the fact that He could not have a complete human nature, as Apollinaris maintained, 

but to the fact that the person who assumed that complete human nature is the Eternal Son of 

God. 

The view of Apollinaris was condemned by the Second Ecumenical Synod in the year 

381 A. D. and Apollinaris and his party were expelled from the church.  Other attacks upon the 

truth of Christ were to follow, which we hope to discuss next time. 
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