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OUTLINE XVIII 

(Judges 10:10-16) 

“Cry Unto Your Gods” 

 

Introduction: The first part of this chapter tells us three things: 1. Vss. 1-5, forty-five 

years of rest and prosperity under two judges.  Vs. 4 is a pastoral scene, one of prosperity and 

quiet.  2. Vs. 6, that, partly as abuse of this period, partly as result of this prosperity, Israel sins 

more grievously than ever before.  This time it attaches itself to seven gods.  3. Vs. 7-10, God 

sells them into the hands of the Ammonites—Philistine confederacy.  This confederacy pushes 

across the Jordan and Judah is threatened.  Eighteen years they are oppressed. 

I.  Israel Once Again Cries Unto the Lord (vs. 10). 

Evidently Israel was hard pressed.  Vs. 8 says they were vexed and oppressed and 

judging from the last part of vs. 15 it seems they were threatened with extinction.  After eighteen 

years of such oppression they end in hopeless perplexity.  In their extremity they turn to God.  

NOTE: Some explain this to mean that it took eighteen years before Israel finally became 

convinced of its hopeless ambition to live apart from God.  At their wit’s end they say: well, 

there is nothing left now but to call upon God.  Others explain it this way, that as well as during 

prosperity another generation (an ungodly) arose, so now, during oppression another, that is, a 

godly generation arises.  This generation slowly on becomes a majority and so, finally we hear 

their voice.  What do you think?  Or are there other explanations possible? 

Israel confesses its sin.  We usually read that they cried to the Lord, but this time we are 

told what their cry implied.  They made confession of sin. 

II. A Hard Answer (vss. 11-14). 

The Lord’s answer in brief is: I have delivered you repeatedly, you only add sin to sin.  

Cry to your gods, let them deliver you since you worship them continually.  I will deliver you no 

more. 

Recall: Once before God had answered their cry by simply sending them a prophet, who 

reminded them of their sin and left them (Judges 6:7-10).  Now there is an answer of the same 

quality, only much more pregnant with threatening.  Israel is dangerously close to being cast 

away. 

Now they are much closer to the brink of destruction.  God lets them feel (when He 

speaks to them in a man’s language) that His patience is exhausted.  God impresses upon them 

that they are not worthy of deliverance.  Israel has come close to that point where the measure of 

iniquity is full, and God will give them over to their wickedness. 

Questions: Why remind them of the many times He delivered them?  Why does God 

refer them to their gods?  In the lives of nations, individuals or families today, do you think God 

refers men to their gods?  How? 

III. A Gracious God (vss. 15-16). 

They realize that their gods are dead.  They cleave to God, confessing their sins, as 

evidence of their earnestness they actually put away their gods and serve the Lord.  At the sight 

of this repentance, God’s Soul is moved with pity, and God signified that He would save them. 



Observe: God is not a man that He can repent or change His mind, but God can reveal 

Himself so that the most simple can understand.  God lets them know that wherever there is 

repentance there will be salvation.  God will not destroy the righteous.  If there be only one Lot 

in Sodom, he must be saved before Sodom can be destroyed. 

I cannot explain this passage except thus: By the grace of election there is a remnant here, 

it is God’s good pleasure to save this remnant.  This remnant comes to the fore by means of the 

terrible Word of judgment which God has uttered, and exactly thereby God brings them to 

repentance, and, having brought them to repentance God saves them, and thus realizes His 

election. 

Questions: When the Canons in Head III and IV art. 8 say that God calls unfeignedly, 

seriously and earnestly, what does this mean?  Why does God save the penitent….is there 

something about penitence which pleases Him…or what?  Is God’s soul grieved at the 

destruction of the wicked? 

 

OUTLINE XIX 

(Judges 11:1-11) 

“Israel Selects A Judge” 

 

Introduction: Two things at once draw our attention in this passage: (1) first that Israel 

selects a judge.  They choose Jephthah and request him to be their captain.  This time it is not 

merely: The Lord sent them a judge, but, they ask Jephthah to be their judge.  (2) Jephthah was 

the son of an harlot, son of a strange woman.  Israel’s saviour claims a base ancestry.  He was 

rejected and despised.  Indeed in this latter he was a type of Christ.  I should want to write above 

this lesson and have it woven all through this passage that Jephthah is a hero of faith.  When you 

would least expect it, and from a most unexpected corner, there arises a saviour.  Truly, God has 

not forgotten His people.  He raises them a judge and saviour. 

I. Jephthah’s Expulsion (vss. 1-3). 

Jephthah’s pedigree: not very attractive; being born out of wedlock, an illegitimate child. 

Note: Gilead, Jephthah’s father, evidently never took her to be his actual wife.  She bore 

Jephthah and Gilead claimed his son, but dismissed the harlot and she disappears from the scene 

(vs. 2 makes this plain, don’t you think?).  What a background! 

Questions: (1) By later elevating Jephthah modernism says that Jehovah put His stamp of 

approval upon this illegitimacy.  What would you answer?  (2) Was the harlot Gilead’s wife (or 

both)?  Jesus one time told the Samaritan woman that the man she had now was not her husband.  

What would Jesus tell Gilead, do you think?  If the harlot was his wife, how about the wife by 

who he had his other children? 

The sons of Gilead’s second wife hated and despised Jephthah and drove him out so that 

he has to flee for his life.  Proud and greedy men they were.  Three heirs, they figure, get each a 

greater share than would four of them, hence, let Jephthah be put out of the way. 

Note: As type of Christ, Jephthah ranks along with Moses, Joseph and David…all were 

hated and expelled and despises. 

II.  Jephthah’s Recall (Vss. 4-6). 

Note: the greater part of Jephthah’s life is spent in exile.  He comes out long enough to 

deliver Israel, remains six years and then drops away.  What a peculiar saviour Israel has. 

During his exile Jephthah had a group of men following him and Jephthah had evidently 

shown himself to be a valiant man in fighting the Lord’s battles in the obscure.  Hearing of this 



the oppressed Israelites call upon Jephthah to deliver them and be their captain.  They do not ask 

him to be their king, but they want leadership in battle (cf. 10:18). 

Observe: Jephthah was likely expelled before the Ammonite invasion (vs. 5 seems to 

suggest that).  When the oppression came they called upon the Lord vs. 10:10-16 and thereafter 

turned to Jephthah.  And the Lord, whose heart was grieved for His peoples’ sake prepared them 

to seek the God-chosen saviour, Jephthah.  That evidently is the order here. 

Israel discovers to its chagrin that it has expelled exactly the ONE they need. 

Note: Don’t you think that on Pentecost many thousands of Israelites suddenly realize 

that they had crucified exactly the ONE they needed for their salvation? 

In trouble they have use for Jephthah: even in such a thing the Lord holds before them the 

folly of their way. 

III. Jephthah Accedes (vs. 7-11). 

Jephthah is not proud.  If the Cause of the Lord requires it, he will be Israel’s captain.  

The church has done him a great injustice, but he loves the church too much than to stumble over 

a personal offence. 

Question: Could you and do you conduct yourself that way in the midst of the church of 

Christ? 

But in vs. 9 Jephthah makes them to vow a promise.  Look at that promise carefully.  

Why do you think he exacts it?  And in vs. 11 it is recorded that he uttered his words before the 

Lord at Mizpeh.  Why?  Does Jephthah want to be assured of a worthwhile reward if he will now 

take his life in his hands?  Is that it?  In answering this question remember that Israel had called 

Jephthah, but Jephthah had not yet been publicly called of God.  And what hero of faith would 

plunge into battle without orders from his God? 

 

OUTLINE XX 

(Judges 11:29-40) 

“Jephthah’s Sacrifice” 

 

Introduction: The last public word from God to Israel had been: cry unto your gods, I 

will deliver you no more.  And shall Jephthah attempt to deliver Israel when God will not deliver 

them?  If God be FOR us, who can be against us?  But, if God be AGAINST us, who can be for 

us?  Jephthah, man of faith that he was, knows this right well. 

Now you may disagree, but I believe that his correspondence with the king of Ammon 

(cf. chap. 11:12-28…and how this man Jephthah knew his covenant history) assured Jephthah 

that the Lord had determined to save Israel by his hand.  Immediately after this correspondence 

therefore we read that the Spirit of the Lord came upon him and he went out to fight the Lord’s 

battles.  God called him, now he was ready to go forth to the battle. 

I.  Jephthah’s Vow (vss. 30, 31). 

In respect to it notice the following: a. It was very probably made in connection with 

what we read in 12:3.  Ephraim left him in the lurch, in the critical moment, and Jephthah 

hesitated not to take his life in his hands if it proved necessary for the victory of the Lord’s 

cause.  Thus he neither hesitated at that same moment to vow unto the Lord his joy of life, his 

daughter, his one and only.  b. Jephthah knew right well what he was doing.  He counted nothing 

precious, not even his only daughter, if only the Lord’s cause and people might triumph over the 

uncircumcised. 



Questions: Do you think his daughter knew what vow her father had made?  Had they 

arranged it together, do you think? 

b.  Jephthah keeps his vow.  A man of faith he is.  No rash vow, but a case of “hating 

father and mother, or daughter for the sake of Jesus.”  Jephthah and his daughter point us to the 

Christ who sacrificed Himself in a complete burnt offering for the Cause of His God. 

II.  Executes His Vow (vss. 32-40). 

The Lord delivers Ammon into Jephthah’s hands in a complete and signal victory.  He 

abides by his vow, although he lets his daughter regulate how it will be carried out. 

Questions: Why does he say in vs. 35 “Alas, my daughter, thou hast brought me low?”  

Is he not wanting to retract his vow….wishing she had not made her appearance? 

The vow is carried out herein that “she knew no man” vs. 39.  She is isolated to the life of 

a hermit. 

Note: A Nazarite among women. 

Discussion: (1) What sermon is being preached to Israel by Jephthah’s daughter, and by 

the fact that every year the daughters Israel went to lament her four days?  (2) In Luke 14:26, 

Jesus states that a requirement for discipleship is: to hate wife and children, brothers and sisters 

for His sake….how does that apply today?  (3) In what respect then do we detect the Spirit of 

Christ in Jephthah? 

 

OUTLINE XXI 

(Judges 13:1-14) 

“Samson—The Announcement” 

 

Introduction: We come now to Samson, and almost the entire chapter deals with the 

announcement of his coming, and his birth, etc.  Things seem to move very slowly and 

mysteriously.  Scripture is not in a hurry; God moves slowly; whereas with the other judges we 

meet them when they are full grown and in battle attire, ready to deliver.  Samson is presented to 

us before he is born.  His birth is described in detail, and his parents are introduced to us….it 

reminds us of the birth of Moses, Samuel and Jesus. 

I.  Israel Needs Deliverance Again, vs. 1. 

Computing the years which passed during the time of the three judges mentioned in 

12:11-15, we get twenty five years.  Adding the forty years of new oppression under the 

Philistines, it appears that about sixty five years have elapsed since the days of Jephthah.  It is 

some time during this period of forty five years that Samson appears.  Hence it is also during this 

period that Samson is born and all the while that Israel is oppressed Scripture only tells us that 

Samson is growing up. 

a. The children of Israel did evil again.  Evidently they worshipped the gods of their 

northern neighbors.  God brought them under the heel of the Philistines, a strong, barbaric 

nation.  b. Note, however, that there is a remarkable variation here.  We read nothing of Israel 

crying unto the Lord for deliverance.  The Lord raises them up a judge, but Israel does not ask 

for one. 

Questions: (1) What reason can you give for this peculiar fact?  Were they impenitent 

and does the Lord deliver them nonetheless?  Were they too feeble to cry to the Lord or didn’t 

they desire deliverance, or what?  (2)  If they did not cry to be delivered, why did the Lord 

deliver them, or didn’t He deliver them? 

II. The Angel Announces the Coming of Samson (vss. 2-5). 



Observe: a. That it is not AN angel, but THE angel again.  THE angel Who comes in the 

interest of the Covenant.  b. That he appears to a godly, but barren woman, while her husband is 

absent, assuring her that she shall have a son.  c. That this son shall be a Nazarite, a separated 

one, a priest unto God, therefore she herself also shall be a Nazarite.  d. And that by this Nazarite 

God shall bring deliverance. 

Discuss: Why is it that the Lord so frequently has His messengers and deliverers brought 

forth from barren women?  That Samson shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb, could we 

prove from this that God often regenerates His children already before they are born (cf. also Jer. 

1:15).  Why does God purpose to save Israel through a Nazarite instead of just a judge as 

heretofore? 

III. A Great Interest Which the Parents Show (vss. 6-14). 

The mother first receives instructions.  Then Manoah expresses his great desire to know 

“what we shall do unto the child that shall be born” and “how shall we order the child?”  The 

Lord repeats for Manoah what He had first told the woman. 

Discussion: Notice that both times even after Manoah requests an interview, the 

appearance is to the woman, why is this?  Manoah and his wife were surely a remnant of a godly, 

elect seed in an apostate Israel.  If there were these, you may be sure there were more.  It is not at 

all unlikely that the anticipation which there was in many a godly covenant keeper to bring forth 

the Great Son of the Promise (Christ) intensified their interest to ask what they ask in vs. 8, 12, 

what do you think? 

Note: A beautiful attitude of faith and covenant mindedness we witness in their concern 

about the child that is to be born; and how such an attitude naturally leads us to give our children 

Christian instruction. 

 

OUTLINE XXII 

(Judges 14:1-7) 

“Israel’s Judge Marries a Wife of the Enemies” 

 

Introduction: Certainly Samson is a riddle, and his life is a riddle.  He was a riddle to his 

parents, to the Philistines, to Judah.  The theme above our outline is a riddle.  If we didn’t have 

Hebrews 11, he would be and would remain to be a riddle for us also. 

He was a hero of faith, yet unable to be the Nazarite which God was seeking in His Israel.  

Hero of faith, but piece of an apostate Israel.  That he was a hero of faith does not mean that 

every move he made was purely of faith, but it does mean that you will not understand him 

except you conceive of him as a man of faith.  And let’s not overlook the fact that you repeatedly 

read that the Spirit of the Lord was upon him. 

I. Engages a Wife of the Uncircumcised (vss. 1-3). 

The opening verse tells us that Samson went to Timnath, a Philistine city, and thus an 

enemy outpost.  The question at once arises: why did he go there? 

Question: Did he go there in the interest of waging war against the Lord’s enemies (cf. 

13:25) and while there did he “happen” to see this woman and became entangled; or did he go 

there simply looking for a woman among the uncircumcised?  On your answer to this question 

depends to a great extent whether you will understand the riddle which is Samson. 

When his father and mother hear about this they are beside themselves in covenant 

concern.  And is this the Nazarite?  Is this the one for whose coming they had so painstakingly 

prepared themselves?  A Nazarite, doing what no one, surely a Nazarite might never do, marry 



one that is unclean.  They point their son to the covenant rule for marriage.  But Samson 

answers: get her for me, for she pleaseth me well.  What a riddle. 

II. Marries a Wife of the Uncircumcized (vss. 4-7). 

Samson seems to have prevailed over his parents, at least his father and mother journey 

with him to Timnath, and this Philistine becomes his wife. 

On the way to Timnath we read in vs. 5-6 that he slays a young lion, evidence of the great 

power which he possessed.  Important it is to notice that while he is on the way to consummate 

this evidently unclean marriage, he is full of the Spirit of the Lord.  This act of superhuman 

(divine) power is not exhibited for the benefit of the parents, friends or enemies, for he hides it 

from them all.  Why, then? 

The riddle.  In approaching an explanation of this difficult passage, observe: That if 

Samson’s visit to Timnath was prompted by mere adulterous designs…remember, Israel was full 

of adultery and he would not need to journey to Timnath for such relationships, he could find it 

a-plenty in Israel. 

That Samson goes to Timnath because it is enemy country (cf. vs. 4) Scripture itself says 

that this whole thing was “of the Lord”, something the parents did not understand at first.  

Samson evidently sought occasion against the enemies of the Lord.  There were no pitched 

battles.  Israel was too paralyzed to engage the enemies in open warfare, and if Samson did not 

start proceedings, how would he ever engage the enemy and how destroy them? 

While on this, in itself good mission, he sees the Philistine woman and desires her for his 

wife….I believe he did even this in the interest of starting an open warfare with the wily 

Philistines.  But this is his error.  One cannot do evil with the hope that good can come out of it.  

Samson is attempting to use carnal weapons in what is, and for a Nazarite should surely be 

spiritual warfare.  Samson should use spiritual weapons.  The Spirit does not leave him, but the 

logical outcome of using carnal weapons in a spiritual warfare is that eventually he is cast in with 

Delilah and the Lord displays the folly of such a course. 

Discussion: Perhaps there is enough here with which you agree or disagree to evoke 

discussion a-plenty.  Nevertheless, it might be well to ask ourselves: What made his parents give 

in to this request of their son, when at first they were so opposed?  Where is the hero of faith, the 

type of Christ in all this, has he vanished and do we see a mere carnal Samson?  How may we 

sometimes attempt to wage a spiritual warfare with carnal weapons? 
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